Campaign Finance Complaint Form
Michigan Department of State

This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 ef seq.).
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence.
Please print or type all information.
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Evidence that supports those allegations (attach copies of pertinent documents and other information):
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1 certify that fo the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each fuctual contention of this
_complaint is supported by evidence.
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Section 15(6) of the MCFA (MC1. 169.215) requires that the signed certification found in
section 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However, if, after a reasonable inquiry
undet the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported
by evidence, you may also make the following certification:

1 certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

Signature of Cornplainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up
to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the
alleged violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Mail or deliver the completed complaint form with an original signature and evidence to the following
address:

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918
Revised: 01/16
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MOM OF 6, UNAPOLOGETICALLY PRO LIFE

AVOTE FOR MEDICAL FRE!
PRO INDIVIDUAL AND PARENTS' RIGHTS
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Paid for by: Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner, 2205 Knolipoint Dr., NE, Ada, Ml 49301
616.862.9832
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

January 31, 2023

Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
2205 Knollpoint Dr. NE
Ada, MI 49301

Re:  Sullivan v. Stephanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-003

Dear Stephanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by
Gerard Sullivan alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act).
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you made expenditures for advertisements that were not
included in your pre-primary campaign finance report, filed with Kent County July 20, 2022.
The Department confirmed independently that an expenditure for the cost of the advertisements
does not appear to be accounted for in the report. A copy of the complaint is included with this
notice.

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received.
MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative contributions are more than $100.00,
the candidate or committee must also report the individual’s occupation, employer, and principal
place of business. Id. For each person other than an individual, candidates and committees need
not include the additional employment information but must provide all other contributor
information previously listed. MCL 169.226(1)(g).

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seg. An explanation of the process is
included in the enclosed guidebook.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections,
Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING e 1ST FLOOR e 430 W. ALLEGAN e LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections e (517) 335-3234
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fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished
by the complainant.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Sullivan, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a
violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the
Bureau of Elections at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

Regulatory Section

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
Enclosure
c: Gerard Sullivan
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February 5, 2023

To Whom it May Concern;

I am in receipt of your letter dated 1/31/2023, alleging that my campaign for Kent County Commissioner
is in violation of MCFA. Thank you for bringing this to my attention. After review of my records, it does
appear that an oversight on my part has occurred. On 7/28/2022 | made a payment to the Lowell
Ledger/Buyers Guide in the amount of $1011.15 for the ad in question in this complaint, | used my
personal credit card for this expenditure, and overlooked the expense when reviewing my accounts at
the time of filing. There is no debt owed by the campaign, as the debt has been forgiven by the
campaign and the campaign committee has been closed.

| logged into the online filing system on 2/5/2023 and submitted an amendment to reflect this oversight.

I am not sure if there is any follow-up action necessary to this, but please inform me if there is and | will
get it taken care of. | apoiogize for any miscommunication or misunderstanding as it was not my
intention for this to happen. This was my first campaign for an elected position, and | did my very best
to follow MCFA to the best of my abilities,

| will await further reply.

Sincerely,

}S A oo \&DM

Stefanie Boone



JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

January 31, 2023

Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
2205 Knollpoint Dr. NE
Ada, MI 49301

Re:  Sullivan v. Stephanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-003

Dear Stephanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner:

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint filed against you by
Gerard Sullivan alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act).
Specifically, the complaint alleges that you made expenditures for advertisements that were not
included in your pre-primary campaign finance report, filed with Kent County July 20, 2022,
The Department confirmed independently that an expenditure for the cost of the ad vertisements
does not appear to be accounted for in the repost. A copy of the complaint is included with this
notice.

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received.
MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative contributions are more than $100.00,
the candidate or commiftee must also report the individual’s occupation, employer, and principal
place of business. /d. For each person other than an individual, candidates and committees need
not include the additional employment information but must provide all other contributor
information previously listed. MCL 169.226(1)(g).

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. If 1s impottant to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by section 15 of the Act and
the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 ef seq. An explanation of the process is
included in the enclosed guidebook.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Y our response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. Materials may be emailed to
BOERegulatory@michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections,
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Richard H. Austin Building, 15 Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you
fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence furnished
by the complainant.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Sullivan, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Depariment. After reviewing the statements and materials provided by
the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe that a
violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact the Regulatory Section of the
Bureau of Flections at BOERegulatory@Michigan, gov.

Sincerely,

Regulatory Section

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
Enclosure
¢: Gerard Sullivan



STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 22, 2023
Gerard Sullivan
3775 Blackhawk Dr. SW
Grandville, M1 49418

Re:  Sullivan v. Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-003

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

The Department of State received a response from Ms. Boone to the complaint you filed against
her alleging a violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et
seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter.

You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the enclosed response. If you elect to file a
rebuttal statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The
rebuttal statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,

Regulatory Section
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

Enclosure
c: Stefanie Boone
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

March 29, 2023

Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
2205 Knollpoint Dr. NE
Ada, MI 49301

Re:  Sullivan v. Stefanie Boone for Kent County Commissioner
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 23-003

Dear Ms. Boone:

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance
complaint filed against you by Gerard Sullivan alleging that you violated the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint.

The complaint alleged that you made expenditures for advertisements that were not included in
your pre-primary campaign finance report, filed with Kent County July 20, 2022. The
Department confirmed independently that an expenditure for the cost of the advertisements does
not appear to be accounted for in the report.

You responded to the complaint in a letter received by the Department on February 8, 2023. In
your response, you thanked the Department for bringing the issue to your attention and
acknowledged that there had been an oversight on your part. You stated that you used your
personal credit card in making the expenditure in question and failed to account for the expense
in your report. You stated that you filed an amended report on February 5, 2023 to disclose the
expenditure, and that you are willing to take other actions to address the matter.

While the complaint alleged that the expenditure should have been included in your pre-primary
report, that report covered activity running through July 17, 2022; as the payment was made on
July 28, 2022, you correctly included it in your post-primary report, which covers the period
from July 18, 2022 to August 22, 2022.

In a letter dated February 22, 2023, the Department provided Mr. Sullivan the opportunity to
submit a rebuttal statement; to date, no rebuttal has been received.

The MCFA requires that candidates and committees record the full name, street address, amount
contributed, and date of contribution for each individual from whom contributions are received.

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING e 1ST FLOOR e 430 W. ALLEGAN e LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
Michigan.gov/Elections e (517) 335-3234


https://campaignfinance.us/docs.kent.mi/16654.PDF
https://campaignfinance.us/docs.kent.mi/18929.PDF

Stefanie Boone
Page 2

MCL 169.226(1)(e). Further, if the individual’s cumulative contributions are more than $100.00,
the candidate or committee must also report the individual’s occupation, employer, and principal
place of business. 1d. For each person other than an individual, candidates and committees need
not include the additional employment information but must provide all other contributor
information previously listed. MCL 169.226(1)(9).

Upon review of the evidence submitted, the Department finds that sufficient evidence has been
presented to support a finding of a potential violation of the MCFA. After reaching this
conclusion, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a
further violation by using informal methods” if it finds that “there may be reason to believe that a
violation ... has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is “to
correct the violation or prevent a further violation.” 1d.

You acknowledged in your response that you did not realize that you were out of compliance
with the MCFA. Once you were made aware, you amended your report and indicated that you
would take any other necessary steps to remedy the matter.

Given the steps you took to address the violation, the Department has determined that a formal
warning is a sufficient resolution to the complaint and will consider this matter concluded.

Sincerely,

4 "I H/-) rf.-.:" s W
17 92—,
i .,"jr "If; "'Il
V3 enny MecInerney, Regulatory Attorney
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c¢: Gerard Sullivan
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