
Campaign Finance Complaint Form 
Michigan Department of State 

! l 
This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the . . .. 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 et seq.). 
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence. 
Please print or type all information. 

I allege that the MCF A was violated as follows: 

Daytime Telephone Number 
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Section(s) of the MCFA violated: M. L l 

Explain how those sections were violated: 
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Evidence that supports those allegations (attach copies of pertinent documents and other infmmation): 



For the People • Listening to Youf 

Bob Peria 











Robert Pena 
2100 Vine Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48912 

Re: Morgan v. Pena 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RUTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

September 21, 2018 

Campaign Finance Complaint 
No. 2018-09-074-47 

Dear Mr. Pena: 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint alleging you have 
violated MCL 169 .24 7 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCF A) by failing to include a 
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election include the phrase "Paid for by [ name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine ofup to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 
or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

The Act also requires the Department to "endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further 
violation by using informal methods [,]" if it finds that "there may be reason to believe that a 
violation ... has occurred[.]" MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is "to 
correct the violation or prevent a further violation[.]" Id. 

There are three pieces of campaign materials that have been provided which appear to violate 
MCL 169.247. The first is a flyer that urged voters to vote for you in the primary, which stated 
at the bottom "Vote for Bob Pena, Democrat Ingham County Commission, District 10 August 
7th, 2018 Primary." On the reverse, it had a paid for by statement which did not contain the 
committee's address. The second piece of literature state at the top "Please Vote!" and discussed 
"Bob's Four-Point Mission Statement." This failed to contain a paid for by statement altogether. 
Finally, yard signs supporting your candidacy contained a paid for by statement on the bottom of 
the sign but failed to contain an address. In support of the complaint, copies of the materials 
were provided, and have been enclosed with this communication. 
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Upon review, it appears that the paid for by statement is either incomplete or omitted entirely 
from these campaign materials in violation ofMCL 169.247. Given this, the Department is 
hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print a complete and 
accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the phrase "paid for 
by" followed by the full name and address of your committee. Note that all printed materials 
that refer to an election or your candidacy produced in the future must include this identification 
statement. 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to 
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 

The Department considers the instant action closed and resolved. 

c: Thomas Morgan 

Sincerely, 

Adam Fracassi 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 


