Campaign Finance Complaint Form MG af : -
Michigan Department of State 203 oy o FH 9233

This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someo%‘sﬁ*lolated the srar SERL
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 ef seq. ) .
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence.

Please print gr.type all information.

I allege that the MCFA was violated as follows:

Your Name . - . Daytime Telephone Number
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Explain how those sections were violated:
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Evidence that supports those allegations (attach copies of pertinent documents and other information):
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I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

X /40’/))&%-5 ?ﬂm Aav. /&6, 2Dt @

Signature of Complainant Date

Section 15(6) of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) requires that the signed certification found in
section 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However, if, after a reasonable inquiry
under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported
by evidence, you may also make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions ave likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:
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Signature of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCF A provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a eivil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up
to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the
alleged violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Mail or deliver the completed complaint form with an original signature and evidence (o the following
address:

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918
Revised: 01/16



Hazel Park TEACHERS are passionate about educating
students. We are supporting BEV HINTON and HEIDI FORTRESS
because they listen to all sides before making decisions. Teachers

may not always be right, but we want to be heard.

RE-ELECT BEVERLY HINTON

For Hazel Park School Board

The Hinton way is to listen, evaluate and make a decision, not
dictate.

Bev Hinton is the real deal; a true champion for chiidren. She has
served and advocated for the educational needs of our children and
community for over 35 years.

Bev Hinton has served on several committees for the Hazel Park
School District. She started the drug free, all night party for Hazel Park
High School graduating seniors.

Bev Hinton has been honored with two Distinguished Service
awards.

Bev Hinton is a graduate of Hazel Park High School and has four
children who also graduated from Hazel Park High School

Bev will continue to fight for quality education for all students,
responsible budgeting, authentic partnerships, and attracting and
retaining quality teachers.

VOTE HINTON AND FORTRESS




ELECT HEIDI FORTRESS

For Hazel Park School Board

Heidi Fortress has been listening to the concerns of the
students, teachers and community about our district and wants to be
part of the team that brings Hazel Park Schools to the future with well-
rounded education and a great, safe place for all student and teachers.

Heidi Fortress has been involved in the school for over 10 years;
volunteering in the classroom, helping the band, PTSA, and athletic
boosters.

Heidi Fortress graduated from Hazel Park High School and her two
children will be graduating from Hazel Park High School.

Heidi Fortress wants to champion our students with better
education and to champion our staff members with making this a place
where teachers want to stay and work.

Heidi Fortress wants our schools to have an environment with
respect, empathy and positive social behaviors.

Beverly Hinton Takes Pride in Our Heritage

Heidi Fortress Has Faith in Our Future

LET YOUR VOTE COUNT!

Thank you from your Hazel Park Teachers
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1/4/2019 Fundraiser by Heidi Henckel Fortress : Hinton/Fortress HP School Board

: TL
Hinton/Fortress HP School Board |
Hazel Park School Board Candidates Bev Hinton and Heidi Fortress
Fundraiser. ‘
LP
Working to bring the voices of the community back to the Hazel '
Park Schools.
" RN |
. &  Leaveacomment
.......... ; CN .:.
3 _Share photos with your comment {Public) Post .
Heidi RS
3 months ago ' '
Thank you for all the love and support!! It is beyond
appreciated!! S
. BB
7 Share
®

Raised by 9 people in 3 months

Recent Donations ~

$50

Tabitha
Laframboise
2 months ago

$50
Liz Pappas
3 months ago

$50
Rebecca Nix
3 months ago

$20
Carmen Nitsche
3 months ago

$100

‘Ryan Stefanski

3 months ago

$75
Bev Blair
3 months ago

$50
Anonymous
3 menths ago

$520 of $2,000 goal




https:/iwww.gofundme.com/hintonfortress-hp-school-board

-y

$50

Susan Henckei
3 months ago
- : 75
NS $
- Nancy Sly

3months ago

Viewing ¢ of 2 Donations

242




JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

January 4, 2019

Beverly Hinton
53 East Annabelle
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Heidi Fortress
23441 Hughs
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Re: Peterson v. Hinton, ef al
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-11-106-47

Dear Ms. Hinton and Ms. Fortress:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Robett Peterson
against you alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act),
1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is
governed by section 15 of the Act and the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 ef seq.
A copy of the complaint and supporting documentation is enclosed with this letter.

The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed
material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and address of the
person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days,

or both. MCL 169.247(6).

Additionally, section 41 bars a person or a committee from accepting and/or expending an
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given
to a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. /d. A knowing
violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. MCL
169.241(4).

Mr, Peterson alleges that certain campaign materials produced by your campaign failed to
contain a paid for by statement. He also alleges that you have accepted anonymous
contributions, while not specifically stated, in violation of section 41.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as true.

BUREAL OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H, AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET ¢ LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517) 335-3234




Beverly Hinton
Heidi Fortress
Janunary 4, 2019
Page 2

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. In your response, please specifically address the
following points:

1. Please identify whether the three contributions provided were anonymous or if
you knew the donor’s information.

2. If the contributions were anonymous, did you accept or expend the anonymous
contributions?

3. Were the anonymous contributions given to a tax-exempt organization, and do
you have proper documentation required under section 41 demonstrating the
donation?

4. Describe how the money received from the Go Fund Me page was received and
distributed between each of you, and specifically identify how each of you received
the money from Go Fund Me and whether any money was transferred between you
two as candidates.

If you fail to submit a response, the Department will render a decision based on the evidence
furnished by the complainant.

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Peterson, who will have an opportunity to submit
a rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
penalty provided in the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 373-2540.

Sincerely,

A
o

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
c: Robhert Peterson



January 14, 2019

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
Richard H. Austin Building

1st Floor

430 W. Allegan St

Lansing M1 48918

Dear Sir:

What follows is our response to the formal complaint filed with your department by
Robert Peterson against Beverly Hinton and Heidi Fortress, candidates for the Hazel
Park School Board (Peterson v. Hinton, et al Campaign Finance Complaint No. 2018-
11-106-47)

We will first address the allegation that some of our campaign materials failed to
containa “paid for by” statement. We will then focus on the allegations regarding
anonymous contributions.

Attached to our letter are a variety of campaign literature and other documentation
to support our defense of these charges.

It was our intention to follow all campaign rules and regulations; any actions taken
or literature distributed that might not have done so was inadvertent and
unintentional. The driving force behind our campaign and our fervent wish was to
work to improve the work of the Hazel Park School Board which would then benefit
Hazel Park teachers and students.

Campaign literature and brochures that were distributed on our behalf did indeed
contain “paid for by” statements (evidence attached). When the campaign signs,
banner and literature were received, we noted those statements were omitted.
Steps were taken immediately to rectify that situation by purchasing stamps
(receipts attached} containing that information. It may very well be that we missed
stamping some of those items or it is possible the stamping may have worn off in the
outdoor environment, but it was inadvertent and unintended with absolutely no
plan whatsoever to evade the law. There was also some literature that was
produced by some teachers associated with Hazel Park Educational Association
(MEA) that endorsed us in our campaign, we had no knowledge of the literature and
did not contribute to the production of the literature.

o




In response to the matter of anonymous donors:

1. We see one anonymous contribution on the Go Fund Me initiative; that donor
feared retribution for her support and requested anonymity on the Go Fund
Me site; we did indeed know the name (see attached).

2. Since we knew the identity of the donor, we accepted the contribution.

3. Similarly, since we were aware of the identity of the donor, we accepted the
contribution.

4. The donations from the Go Fund Me account were deposited into Heidi
Fortress for HP Schools bank account. The funds were split 50/50 and used
for expenses (postcards & banners) we split 50/50 (see attached).

Please review the attached documents in support of our response.

In conclusion, there was no intent whatsoever in our campaign to avoid, violate or
ignore any law or regulation. Our focus was to run an informative and honest
campaign with the goal of improving the Hazel Park school district and helping the
administration, teachers and, most importantly, students.

Regards,

\an? M N — )
Beverly Hinton Heidi Fortress
53 E. Annabelle 23441 Hughes

Hazel Park MI 48030 Hazel Park M1 48030




Complete this
form and fax or
bring to your
Service Center
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> Fosied for by CVE
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Customer Information Date: R TRES)

Name _\j\ ot ‘7[.1

Company name

Address

Customer Stamp Data

?}K?- M=

P e -~
Style No. "=~ 1. Ink color /.

Customer Stamp Data by line
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The ATS Store
24330 John R Road

Hazel Paric, M1 48030
248-629-6262 .,

SRv10
Invoiced: 4096  Clepk: aTACY

/1672018 15:07

Cash, Check, Charge

Description
SKu# Price Oty Baprice

Black Stamp

Stih-Totals $15.99

Sales Taw: $0.96

fotal; $16.95

Cash Tenderad: $20.00
Change Due: $4.05

Thanks For Choosing The ATS Store for all of

your Printing, Packing, & shipping Newds)

Checle out our website 8 Track your packages
Wi TheATSstere, co

No Refunds wiLhoyt Wenagement approvai.
'4-:&4\'**m*#****M*****J!:***‘*******************mm**




.»1.

DRSS Close. L) Yo 1y
s M bg ~\~\w_ V—O-&DQ(\ \/ Could
Soce. W AN WM. Yedersans P\(AQCQS

—Y\Ne_ S)%’AN\’P KS VQJC\-\ Lloo}\-\, \Q(\\QSS oW







The ATS Store
24330 John R Road

Hazel Park, WE 48030
248--529-6202

SRv10
iwoical: 4081 Clark: STACT
V0162018 15:07

Cash, Check, Charge

SRuE frice Gty [xifrice

Black Stamp
STAMPL BLACK 1h. 59 i

Sui-total:
Saules lax:

““YYour Service Center

da > Hepksly n
bc::nmg 12 yo?_:: o : &.;M;Hml Park Mt 48030
Service Center  » il

Date: //) 1/5,/ /f)/

Customer Information

Name ?%@ i

Company name

Address

TEL

E-mail

Customer Stamp Data

Style No. ™, 7. / Ink color B/J?c;/(/
Cust&merSta_mpD by line o
Frud /E:a’ Dy _@72&
__Bewly Huton
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TEACHERS are passionate about educating

students. We are supporting BEV HINTON and HEIDI FORTRESS

because they listen to all sides before making decisions. Teachers
may not always be right, but we want to be heard.

RE-ELECT BEVERLY HINTON

For Hazel Park School Board

The Hinton way is to listen, evaluate and make a decision, not
dictate.

Bev Hinton is the real deal; a true champion for children. She has
served and advocated for the educational needs of our children and
community for over 35 years.

Bev Hinton has served on several committees for the Hazel Park
School District. She started the drug free, all night party for Hazel Park
High School graduating seniors.

Bev Hinton has been honored with two Distinguished Service
awards.

Bev Hinton is a graduate of Hazel Park High School and has four
children who also graduated from Hazel Park High School

Bev will continue to fight for quality education for all students,
responsible budgeting, authentic partnerships, and attracting and
retaining quality teachers.

VOTE HINTON AND FORTRESS




Hage! ks Etteecalion Shsociation (HPEH )
Ms. Heidi Fortress
23441 Hughes
Hazel Park, Mi 48030
Thursday, September 13, 2018
Dear Ms. Fortress:

The Hazel Park Education Association Screening and Recommendation
Committee would like to extend a special “Thank You" for meeting with us and for your
continued support of the teachers of the Hazel Park School District.

We are very pleased to offer you our endorséhent in your run for School Board.
, Thank you for all you have done and contin.ue to do for our students, our teachers, our
school district.

Réspectfully,
Rob Roberts

HPEA Elections Chair




Summary of Hinton/Fortress Go Fund Me Account

Donations Received from the Go Fund Me Account

Tabitha Laframboise $ 50.00
Liz Pappas $ 50.00
Rebecca Nix S 50.00
Carman Nitsche S 20.00
Ryan Stefanski $ 100.00
Bev Biair S 75.00
Stacie Martin S 50.00
Susan Henckel $ 50.00
Nancy Sly S 75.00
Total donations $520.00

Amount Received from Go Fund Me Account (after fees from Go Fund Me)

10/3 Deposit $ 338.34
10/4 Deposit S 115.62
10/24 Deposit S 4825

Total Deposits | $502.21

The $502.21 was split 50/50 between Bev Hinton and Heidi Fortress
Each received $251.10

The Funds were used to pay for a portions of our shared expenses
Post Cards S 486.00
Banners $296.24



Q. Search

Hinton/Fortress HP School
Board

# Edit

» @ View{/hintonfortress-hg-school-board)

Total raised: $520 | You've raised: $345

Team Donors Comments Updates

@
0 Your goal: Send 20 invites &
of 20 You have invited 0 of 20 people to donate.
Donations Invited contacts
Q  Search
TL  Tabitha Laframboise donated $50 » 2mo
Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress
Say thanks
P LizPappas donated $50 « 3mo
Say thanks
RN  Rebecca Nix donated $50 « 3mo

Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress

Say thanks

Dashboard {(https://funds.gofundme.com/dashboar}

- +
Share Update
0 Text

My referrals only

m

Withdraw



c Carmen Nitsche donated $20 » 3mo i
N Q  Search Dashboard {https://funds.gofundme.com/dashboard) ~

Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress

Say thanks

RS  Ryan Stefanskidonated $100 » 3mo

Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress

Say thanks

BB  BevBlair donated 375 » 3mo i

Say thanks

/

SM  Stacte Martindonated $50 + 3mo

nen

Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress

Private: Doneor's name and comment do not show on your campaigh.

Say thanks
\_ i — -
sH  Susan Henckel donated $50 » 3mo H
Say thanks

NS  Nancy Sly donated $75 » 3mo

Referred by Heidi Henckel Fortress

Say thanks

Total shares Total views Total invites

24 ® 705 ¥ 0

Get Started Top Categories Learn More Get Support
How It Works (/how-  Medical Fundraising ~ About Us {/about-us}  Help Center
it ical- . https: X
it-works} fi[stzrt[.rr']edlcal GoFundMe Stories {https://suppart.gofundm
. Why GoFundMe Iundraising 1httgs:[[www.u]edium.co:}%§ gofundme-
English (US) {fwhy-gofundme) Memorial stories) Supported Countries
. Fundraisin & Currencies
Common Questions tart il Press 258 https://ss ¢ gofund
U fons) (/start/memorial- {https://support.gofundm
Lestions start/memoria ofundm

fundraising) Campaign Tips us/articles/34000197274
Success Stories : £ ecom/! -
{/success) us/catepories/115001761567~ N




Q. Search

Wit hd rawa | S Dashboard (https://funds.gofundme.com/dashboard)
Hinton/Fortress HP School Board

rview (/withdr i ortress-hp-school-board/dash vie

History {/withdraw/hintonfortress-hp-school-board/dashboard/history)

Total raised (after fees)

$502.21

Next withdrawal: N/A ©
$0.00

Last withdrawal: Oct 31
$48.25

See withd ist

(/withdraw/hintonfortress-hp-school-
board/dashboard/history)

Bank information v
% i Accountending in_
Automatic withdrawal € 4

© Daily



Q  Search

W|t hd rawa | S Dashboard (https://funds.gofundme.com/dashboard)

Hinton/Fortress HP School Board

Qverview (/withdraw/hintonfortress-hp-school-board/dashboard/overview)

History (/withdraw/hintonfortress-hp-school-board/dashboard/histor

Amount Arriving by @
$48.25 Oct 31
$115.62 Oct 11

$338.34 Oct 10




ELECT HEIDI FORTRESS

For Hazel Park School Board

Heidi Fortress has been listening to the concerns of the
students, teachers and community about our district and wants to be
part of the team that brings Hazel Park Schools to the future with well-
rounded education and a great, safe place for all student and teachers.

Heidi Fortress has been involved in the school for over 10 years;
volunteering in the classroom, helping the band, PTSA, and athletic
boosters.

Heidi Fortress graduated from Hazel Park High School and her two
children will be graduating from Hazel Park High School.

Heidi Fortress wants to champion our students with better
education and to champion our staff members with making this a place
where teachers want to stay and work.

Heidi Fortress wants our schools to have an environment with
respect, empathy and positive social behaviors.

Beverly Hinton Takes pride in Our Heritage

Heidi Fortress Has Faith in Our Future

LET YOUR VOTE COUNT!

Thank:ﬁyou from your. HazeI Pa rk Teachers




STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

January 25, 2019

Robert E. Peterson
141 West Harry Avenue
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Dear Mr. Peterson;

The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against Beverly Hinton
and Heidi Fortress, which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an
enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1 Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,

i

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Beverly Hinton
Heidi Fortress

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET *» LANSING, MICRIGAN 489318
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (8§17) 335-3234 :
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
L.ANSING

January 25, 2019 :

Robert E. Peterson “1' i
141 West Harry Avenue
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Dear Mr. Peterson:

The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against Beverly Hinton
and Heidi Fortress, which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 ef seq. A copy of the response is provided as an .
enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,
Adam Pracassi

Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c Beverly Hinton
Heidi Fortress
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BUREAWU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517} 335-3234




40 MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
B BUREAU OF ELEGTIONS
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
COVER PAGE
R [ be tegible, typad intad in ink and signed b . : .
lh%ptlr]gag]n?rser (gr ?}%‘si@na!{gg fetord ?(geplgr)na%?jﬂcaﬁ K 3. This Statement covars From: (a4 3¢ w 11/06/48
1. Commlites LD. Numher 4. Candidate Last Name. First Name M.
96101 Hinton - Beverly A
4a, Office Sought Including Dislriet # or Comemunily Served (I applicable)
2. Gommittee Name . School Distvict of Hazel Park School Board Trustae
mmittee to elect Beverly Hinton
Co e ly 4b, County of Residence QAKLAND
5, Committea's Mailing Address 6. Treasurer's Name & Residential Address )
53 E. Annabelle Beverly Hinton =3
Hazel Park, M| 48030 53, E. Annabelle o .

Area Gode and Phone (248) 399-7807
If the address in this box is different from the committee

Hazel Park, MI 48030 I R

I::]General

BCaucus

maillng address o the Statement of Organization, mall may
be sent to this address by the filing official. Area Code & Phone (248) 388-7907 o Ny
- B T ER
7. Treasurer's Businass Address 8. Designated Record Keeper's Name and Address (If the conj-iﬁzﬁtlee h&aﬂ\
Designated Record Keeper} Sl .y
t
Area Code and Phone Area Code and Phone
9. TYPE OF STATEMENT . . Be. Dissolution of Candidate Commiitee
) Required ONLY if candidate -
92.[ ]pre-Election OR ub.[X[Post-Etection | is not on the baflotfor the [X]By chetking this item iWe certify any outstanding debt
current year: hy }jhe comm[ijttee (}(} the candldate ml' his or her spouse is here
; g , » by discharged and forgiven, and no longer collsctible from
Pre-Election or Fost-Election Statement selates to: D July Quarterly the commilies. The commiltee has no ouslanding assels,
. uly- Luanerty owes no lates feesor has any oustanding deb,
E]Pnrnary
[:_l October Quarterly

[Teoivention
ial Se.
Dspacra DAnnual Stotement {______) Effectiva date of dissolution
School Coverage Year
' 12/03/18

Date of Election, Convention or Caucus

Further, if the dissolulion canpot be granted, that this be
considerad & request for the Reporting Wailver.

ad. f:j Amendment to Campeign Statement
{Complate ltem 9a, 9b, Scor e to
indicate which Statement is being
amended.)

Note: The disposition of residuat funds must be reported on
Schedule 18 and the Summary Page.

TTAL!
[ .

10. Verification: hWe certify thal all reasonable diligerce was used in the preparation of this stalemenl and altached schedules (if any) and 1o the best of
mylour knowledge and belief the contents are true, accuraie and complete. .

/_‘w.. +

Current Traasurer ar Beve;"ly Hinton

December 3, 2018

Dosignated Record keeper Date
Type or Print Name Signature
B ly Hint 4! L f:; 2
O ey AR
Candidate everty rinon ] st c‘ A Date December 3, 2018
Type or Print Name Signature

" iuthority granted under P.A. 388 of 1976



YR MICHIGAN DEPARTNIENT OF STATE
Sl BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

Bl

1, Committea LD, Number 86101

SUMMARY PAGE o . .
; 2 Commiltes N ommittee {0 elect Beverly Hinton
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE omiltse Name Y
RECEPTS Column | . Column H
This Period Cumutative this clection cycle
3, Gontributions
a. lemized (Schedula 1A - Column 6) (3a.) % 1,215.00
b. Unliemized (less than $20.01 each - no Schadule) (3b.) & NOT APFLICABLE
¢. Subtotal of “Contributions” (3c} § $1,215.00 (1808
4. Other Recelpts (Schedule 1A -1, Column 6) 4) % {19.)%
5. TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND OTHER RECEIPTS 6y 5 _$1,215.00 (20)$
(Add Line 3 + Line 4} .
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS & EXPENDITURES
8. In-Klnd Contributions {Schedute 1-IK, Column T} 6) % (21.}8
7. In’Kind Fxpenditures (Schedule 1B-IK, Column 6} (7 % (22.)8
EXPENDITURES
8. Expenditures
a. Hemized (Schedule 1B, Golumn 6) ‘ {8a.) § $1 '214'79
b, ltemized Gat-Out-the-Vote (Schedule 18-G) (8h.) §
¢. Unlternized less than $50.01 each - no Schedule) {8c) §
9. TOTAL EXPENDITURES {Add Line Ba + Line 8b + Ling 8c) 9) 8§ $1 ’21 4.79 (23.)%
INCIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS
(Cfficsholdars Only)
10. Dishursements :
a. ltemized (Schedule 1C, Golumn 6) : (10a.) $
b. Uniternized {less than $50.01 each - no Schadule)
{(10b.) %
11, TOTAL INCIDENTAL EXPENSE DISBURSEMENTS
(Add Lina 10a + Line 10b)
S (11.) % (243 %
DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS
12, Dabis and Obligations
a, Owad by the Comimittee (Schedule 1E) {12a3.) %
b. Owed to the Cornmittes {Schedule 1E}
(12b.} %
BALANCE STATEMENT
13. Ending Batance of last report filed {13) % $0.00
(Enter zere if no previous reporls have been filed.)
14. Amount received during reporting perlod {(i4)+ 3 $1 .21 5.00
{Line 5, Total Contributions & Other Racelpls) $1,215.00
15. SUBTOTAL Add lines 13 and 14 (16)= 8% % ' :
16, Amount expended during reporling peried
{Add lines @ and 11) . {16.3- % $1,214.79
17. ENDING BALANGCE
(Subtract line 16 from line 15} a7y ¢ $0.21 .

Wheve is 'IL'A(:’ o ey .P,»@,,,,, +he " "
Fuud e " oe cowmt?



iae MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
?::Z% BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS
SCHEDULE 1A

1. Committes 1.0, Nurmber

96101

2. Cammities Name

CANDIDATE COMMITTEE

Committee to elect Beverly Hinten

Enter conirbutors name and address, If contiibution is from an individual, entor tast name, first name,
middte inftial. Check box fo indicata If contribution is fram a Polifical Cemmitiee or an Independent
Committes {(PAC) Report all coniribullons regardless of amount,

7. Cumulative for
Election Cycle for Each
Contributor {Through
date of recaipi)

&. Amount

4. Dale of Recei[.)t ng 15/18

3, Contribution # 1
Name & Address: .
Tabitha L.aFromboise

117 Andresen Ci.
Hazel Park, Ml 48030

&, If over $100.00 aumulative, please provide:

DAC Receipt? D YES

Qcoupation Employer
Business Address __
Type of Cortributlon: | _{Direct Loan from a person P Funt Relser

.50.00

Click Here for Memo Itemization

g.

3. Contrlbution #2
Name & Addrass

Sue Henckel

505 E. Mapledale
Hazel Park, Mi 48030

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:

PAC Regeipt? DAYES 4, Date of Receipt )9Q/15/ 1 8

Oceupation Employer.
Buslness Addrese
| Type of Contrtbution: DDirect D Loan from s persen Fund Raisar

.50.00

$

Glick Here for Memo ltemization

3. Contripullon # 3
Name & Address:
Nancy Sly
2454 E. Lincoin
Royal Oak, Mi 48067

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, pleass provide;

PAC Recelpt? D YES 4. Date of Recaipt §9/15/18

*

Oceupaltion Employer

Buslness Address
Type of Contribulion: Direct
i

D Loan from a person Fund Raiser

+90.00

Click Here for Memo Itemization

¥

3. Contribution # 4 4, Date of Receipt 09{15/18

Name & Address

Ryan Stefanski

535 W. Annabelle
Hazel Park, Ml 48030

5. If over $1060,00 cumulative, please provide:

PAG Receipt? D YES

Occupation

Employer

Business Address
Type of Contribution: D Direct

D_Loan from a person . Fund Raiser

.100.00

$

Click Here for Memo !temizaﬁcsn

Page Subtotal

Grand Taotal of Al Schedules 1A
{Complete on last page of Schedule}

3

Page___..of 7

$250.00

Eniar this folal on
line 3a of Summary
Page.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS
SCHEDULE 1A

CANDIDATE COMMITTEE

1. Committee 1.0. Number

2. Committee Name

96101

Committee to elect Beverly Hinton

Committee (PAC)

Report all cantrlbutions regardless of amoun.

Enter contrbutors name and address. If confribulion is from an individual, enter last name, first name,
middle Inltial. Clsck box ko indicate if contribution is from a faltical Committes or an Indapendant

7. Cumulative for
Election Cycle for Each
Contributor {Through

6. Amount

date of recslBt)

Name & Address:

5. If over $100.00

Cceypation

3. Contribution # 1

PAC Racelpt? |j YES

Deborah LaFromboise
117 Andresen Ct.
Hazet Park, M 48030

cumulative, please provide:

Employer

4, Date of Receir;i ' 08/15/18

Buslness Address

Type of Contribution:

Direct [:l Loan from & parstn

v

Fund Raiser

,50.00

Clickk Here for Memo ltemization

3. Contribution #2
Mama & Address

5. if over $100.00

Ocoupalion

PAC Receipt? D YES

Steve Morton
6645 Mellow Wood Lane
w. Bloomfield, M} 48322

comuiative, please provldé:

Employer

4, Pate of Recelpt N3/15/18

Business Address

Type of Contribution: DDirect

D Loan from & person

Fund Ralser

1500

Click Here for Memo Itemization

3. Contribution #3
Name & Addrass:

§, [f aver $106.00

Qecupation

PAC Receipt? | | vES

Jeff and Claudia Keeton
577 W. Annabelie
Hazel Park, Ml 48030

cumulative, please provide:

4. Date of Receipt 39/12/18

Employer

Business Address

Type of Contributlon; Direct

D Loan ffom & petson

Fund Raiser

+50.00

Click Here for Memo stemizaﬁonB

§

3. Contributlon # 4
Name & Address

Dawn Gafa

5. If over $100.00

Occupation

PAC Receipt? D YES

27701 Dowland St.
Warren, Mi 48092

cumulative, please provide:

Employsr

Business Address

Type of Contribution: [¢#] Direct

4. Date of Receipt 08/15/18

D Loan from a parson

Q Fund Raiser

.50.00

$

Click Here for Memo itemization

Page

2 .9

Page Sublotal

Grand Total of Al Schedulas tA

(Complate on last page of Schedule}

$i85.00

Enler this tolal on
liha 3a of Summary
Page.
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| BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
- ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

d.

3‘3‘&;}{ MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SCHEDU LE 1A 1, Commillee 1.0, Number 961 01
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE 2, Gommitien Name COMMIittee to elect Beverly Hinton
Entar contribulors name and address. If contribution is from an individual, enter last name, first name, 6. Amount 7. Cumulative for
middle initial. Check box to indicate if contributlon is from a Political Committee or an Independent Election Cycle for Each
Committes {PAC) Report all soniributions ragardless of amount, Contributor (Through

date of receigtz

3. Confribution # 1 BAC Recelpt? D YES 4. Date of Receipt 10/17/18

Name & Address:

Brandon Stinnett
1702 Sycamore
Royal Oak, M148073

8. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:

5000

Click Here for Memo itemization

West Bloomfield, MI 48322

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provids:

Occupatlon Employer.
Business Address
Type of Contribution: Direct D Loan from a person D Fund Ralser

Occupailon Empluyer
Buslness Address _ .
Type of Gonfribution: irect Q}.ﬂan from & person Fund Reiser
3, Contribution #2 PAC Racelpt? [ |YES 4, Date of Recelpt 10/17/18
Name & Address
Dr. Easton Brodsky
6117 Northfield Rd, :90.00

Click Here for Memo ltemization

3. Contribution # 3 " PAC Recelpt? YES 4. Date of Recaipt 10/23[1 8
Nama & Address:

MEA - PAC

1216 Kendale Bivd.
P.O, Box 2573

East Lansing, Mi 48826

5. If over $100.00 cumulative, please provide:

,600.00

Click Here for Memo Itemizatiun

%

Qceupation Emplayer

Rusiness Address

Type of Conlrlbutlon Diract g Loan from a person Q Fund Raiser
3. Coniribution # 4 PAC Recelpt? D YES 4. Date of Recelpt D9/15/18
Name & Address

Daretl and Sharon Barton
151 W. Brickley
Hazet Park, Mi 48030

5, If over $100.00 cumuiative, please provide:

,100.00

$

Click Here for Memo ltemization

Occupation i Employer
Business Address
Type of Contribution: D Direct D Loan from a person Fund Raiser
Page Subtotal 1$800.00

Grand Tolal of All Schedules 1A
{Complate on [ast page of Schedule)

Page 3 of 3 '

$1,215.00

Enter this tatal an
line 3a of Summary
Page.
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In response to the matter of anonymous donors:

1. We see one anonymous contribution on the Go Fund Me initiative; that donor
feared retribution for her support and requested anonymity on the Go Fund
Me site; we did indeed know the name (see attached).

2. Since we knew the identity of the donor, we accepted the contribution.

3. Similarly, since we were aware of the identity of the donor, we accepted the
‘contribution.

4. The donations from the Go Fund Me account were deposited into Heidi
Fortress for HP Schools bank account. The funds were split 50/50 and used
- for expenses (postcards & banners) we split 50/50 (see attached).

Please review the attached documents in support of our response.

In conclusion, there was no intent whatsoever in our campaign to avoid, violate or
ignore any law or regulation. Our focus was to run an informative and honest
campaign with the goal of improving the Hazel Park school district and helping the
administration, teachers and, most importantly, students.

Regards,
\ﬁw? Lt )
Beverly Hinton . Heidi Fortress
53 E. Annabelle 23441 Hughes
Hazel Park MI 48030 Hazel Park MI 48030
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Ms. Heidi Fortress

23441 Hughes

Hazel Park, Ml 48030
Thursday, September 13, 2018
Dear Ms. Fortress:

The Hazel Park Education Association Screening and Recommendation
Committee would like to extend a special “Thank You" for meeting with us and for your
continued supbort of the teachers of the Hazel Park School District.

We are very pleased to offer you our endorsément in your run for School Board.

~ Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for our students, our teachers, our
school district.

Respectfully, -

Rob Roberts

HPEA Elections Chair

Mrs., Hinto u rece.)vek,o ﬁé[)oﬁ’g Stom +his Greay,
Tt was repor fcﬁ L;h; hoer |
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Summary of Hinton/Fortress Go Fund Me Account

Donations Received from the Go Fund Me Account

Tabitha Laframboise $ 50.00
Liz Pappas $ 50.00
Rebecca Nix $ 50.00
Carman Nitsche S 20.00
Ryan Stefanski $ 100.00
Bev Blair ' S 75.00
Stacie Martin S 50.00
Susan Hencke! S 50.00
Nancy Sly S 75.00
Total donations $520.00

Amount Received from Go Fund Me Account (after fees from Go Fund Me)

10/3 Deposit $ 338.34
10/4 Deposit $ 115.62 .
10/24 Deposit ] S 48,25
Total Deposits $502.21

The $502.21 was split 50/50 between Bev Hinton and Heidi Fortress
Fach received $251.10

The Funds were used to pay for a portions of our shared expense;
Post Cards $ 486.00
Banners $296.24
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

February 11, 2019

Beverly Hinton
53 East Annabelle
Hazel Park, MI 48030

Heidi Fortress
23441 Hughs
Hazel Park, MI 48030

Re: Peterson v. Hinton, Fortress
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-11-106-47

Dear Ms. Hinton and Ms. Fortress:

This letter concerns the complaint that was recently filed against you, which relates to a
purported violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL
169.201 ef seq. The Department of State has received a rebuttal statement from the complainant,
a copy of which is enclosed with this letter.

Section 15(10) of the MCFA, MCL 169.215(10), requires the Department to determine within 45
business days from the receipt of the rebuttal statement whether there is a reason to believe that a
violation of the Act has occurred. The complaint remains under investigation at this time.

If the Department needs more information, you may be contacted. The complaint will remain
under investigation until a final determination has been made. At the conclusion of the review,

all parties will receive written notice of the outcome of the complaint.

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

¢: Robert Peterson

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 187 FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN = LANSING, MICHIGAN 48818

www.Michigan.gov/elections * (517) 335-3234



JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

April 12,2019

Beverly Hinton
53 East Annabelle
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Heidi Fortress
23441 Hughs
Hazel Park, Michigan 48030

Re:  Peterson v. Hinton, et al
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-11-106-47

Dear Ms. Hinton and Ms. Fortress:

The Department of State (Department) has concluded its investigation into the formal complaint
filed by Robert Peterson against you alleging that you violated the Michigan Campaign Finance
Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 ef seq. This letter concerns the resolution of
the complaint.

M. Peterson filed his complaint against you on November 21, 2018 and alleged that certain
signs and banners failed to contain a proper paid for by statement as required by section 47 of the
Act. Mr. Peterson also alleged that you had improperly accepted anonymous contributions
through GoFundMe. As evidence to his complaint, Mr. Peterson submitted campaign brochures
and flyers.!

In its notice of the complaint, the Department informed you of its intent to investigate the
complaint and requested specific answers to certain questions. You jointly answered the
complaint via letter dated January 14, 2019. You indicated that campaign materials were
ordered, and you noticed that they did not contain a paid for by statement. You stated that you
purchased a stamp containing the paid for by statement and attempted to correct the error, In
terms of the anonymous contribution on GoFundMe, you stated that you knew the name of the
contributor and accepted the contribution, and the “anonymous” label is only for purposes of
GoFundMe. Finally, you indicated that all contributions were reported by the individual donors
and split 50/50 between cach candidate.

I Available at https://www.gofundme.com/hintonfortress-hp-school-board.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING, 430 W. ALLEGAN STREET * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/Elections * (517) 335-3224




Beverly Hinton
Heidi Fortress
April 12, 2019
Page 2

Mr. Peterson submitted a rebuttal which marked up copies documents produced during the
investigation, and he provided copies of the itemized contributions schedule filed by Ms, Hinton,

The Department has reviewed the evidence submitted with the complaint and takes each
allegation in turn.

Section 41 of the Act bars a person or a committee from accepting and/or expending an
anonymous contribution. MCL 169.241(2). Anonymous contributions are required to be given
to a tax-exempt charity with a receipt given, and the receipt is to be maintained. Jd. A knowing
violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $1 ,000. MCL
169.241(4).

Upon review of the evidence, the Department concludes that there is insufficient evidence to
support a conclusion that a potential violation of the Act has occurred. At the Department’s
request, you indicated in your answer that you knew the contributor’s information, and no
anonymous contributions were accepted. Moreover, upon reviewing the reports submitted by the
complainant, the contributions were reported fully from cach individual (compared to a lumpsum
from GoFundMe}) as required by the Act.? Finally, you indicated that alf the contributions and
expenditures were shared 50/50 which is required under the Act. MCL 169.244(4).

Therefore, the Department determines that there is insufficient evidence to support the
conclusion that you improperly accepted anonymous contributions from the GoFundMe.
Accordingly, this claim is dismissed.

The next allegation is that certain campaign materials failed to contain proper paid for by
statements as required. The MCFA and corresponding administrative rules require a person who
produces printed material that relates to an election include the phrase “Paid for by [name and
address of the person who paid for the item].” MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing
violation constitutes a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00,
imprisonment for up to 93 days, or both. MCL 169.247(6).

Upon review, the evidence submitted with the complaint shows that certain campaign materials
submitted fail to contain a proper paid for by statement as required as the statement is omitted
entirely from certain signs, brochures, and flyers. Therefore, the evidence supports the
conclusion that a potential violation of the Act has occurred.

After reaching this determination, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [.]” if it finds that “there may
be reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an
informal resolution is “to correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.T” id.

2 The campaign finance reports are available through the Oakland County Clerk’s office at
https://courts.oakgov.com/CFDocs/8363 1 |.pdf




Beverly Hinton
Heidi Fortress
April 12,2019
Page 3

The Department recognizes that certain materials may not have been printed by you or you
campaign, however, to the extent your campaign materials failed to contain the paid for by
statement, the Department determines that this warning letter is an appropriate resolution to the
complaint. Accordingly, the Department is hereby advising you that MCIL, 169.247(1) and R
169.36(2) require you to print a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign
materials, consisting of the phrase “paid for by” followed by the full name and address of your
committee,

Note that all printed materials that refer to an election or your candidacy produced in the future
must include this identification statement. For all materials cutrently in circulation that refer to
your candidacy, if any, the paid for by statement must be corrected/included.

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10).

The Department now considers the instant action closed and resolved and will take no further
enforcement action.

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi

Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State
c Robert Peterson






