Campaign Finance Complaint Form
Michigan Department of State

This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the

(the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 e seq.).
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence.
Please print or type all information.

I allege that the MCFA was violated as follows:

Section 1. Complainant

Your Name P F Daytime Telephone Number

Mailing Address

City State . Zip

Section 2. Alleged Violator

Name

Mailing Address .,

City ; State . Zip

Section 3. Alleged Violations (Usc additional sheet if more space is nceded.)

Section(s) ufthu MCFA violated: .
WD e ST S o ;*; T E

Explain hew those scctions were vislated:

Evidence that supports those altegations (attach copics of pertinent documents and other information):




Section 4. Certification (Required)

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is suppaorted by evidence.

X

S‘ianal’urc of Complainant Date

Section 5 Certiﬁcatlon without Evidence (Supplemental to Section 4)

s (MCL 169.215) requires that the signed certification found in
section 4 of this form be included in ev ery complaint. However, if, after a reasonable inquiry
under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported
by evidence, you may also make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified factual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

Signaturc of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up
to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the
alleged violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint.

Mail or detiver the completed complaint form with an original signature and evidence to the following
address:

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918
Revised: 01716



Bob Genetski is the Chief Election Official of Allegan county yet he fails to comply himself with the laws
and rules that Mr. Genetski is tasked with implementing and maintaining in his county. Please find
below and attached an explanation of Michigan Campaign Finance violations committed by Bob
Genetski.

Campaign violations:

1) Disclaimer violation. 169.247 requires any printed material to identify the name and address of who
has paid for it. This is a most basic requirement and certainly something a former State Representative
and present Chief Election Official should know. Mr. Genetski placed a print advertisement in the
Allegan News (8/1/18) that contained no disclaimer. Based on Mr. Genetksi's current position as Allegan
County's Chief Election Official he clearly knowingly and intentionally violated the law. See Attachment A
for a copy of the print ad.

2) Unreported expenditures. Mr. Genetski fails to report numerous expenditures and/or debts that
occurred on or before July 22, 2018.

a) Signs supporting Mr. Genetski's campaign began appearing in the district in late June and
early July. Attachment B shows a 4'x4' corrugated vinyl sign photographed on June 24th. The
attachment also shows a screenshot of Facebook post of Mr. Genetski's promoting the availability of
standard size yard signs. Mr. Genetski's 2018 Pre-Primary filing does not list an expenditure for yard
signs.

b) Mr. Genetski has run several Facebook advertisements on the social media platform.
However, in his 2018 Pre-Primary filing he only reports two expenditures in the amounts of $62.08
(5/31/18) and $78.73 (4/2/18). Again, Mr. Genetski is failing to fully account for his expenditures. As you
will see, information available from Facebook shows that between June 7th and July 20th, 2018 Mr.
Genetski ran eight advertisements (Attachment C). Using the ranges provided by Facebook Mr. Genetski
failed to report between $305 - $1,992 in expenditures for advertising he received prior to the end of
the reporting period.

¢) Attachments D, E, F, and G show mailings delivered to homes around June 29, July 5, July 7,
and July 18 respectively. Mr. Genetski's 2018 Pre-Primary filing lists a few low dollar amount purchases
of brochures, envelopes, door hangers, stamps, parade banner, and magnets. There is not one
expenditure reported that corresponds to the production, printing, and postage cost of these four
mailings. Yet again, Mr. Genteski is failing to fully account for his expenditures.

d) Mr. Genetski has advertised extensively on the radio. His 2018 Pre-Primary filing fails to
account as an expenditure or debt two agreements he signed on July 9, 2018. WOOD-AM in the amount
of $8,145.00 (Attachment H) and WKZO-AM in the amount of $2,094 (Attachment 1). These agreements
for advertisement are entirely unreported in Mr. Genetski's filing even though MCL 169.206 states
expenditures include the "promise of payment of money..."
3)improperly reported reimbursements. Mr. Genetski's 2018 Pre-Primary filing reports three
expenditures from his campaign to himself for a total of $30,514.64 (Attachment J). Beyond
"reimbursements" there is no itemized accounting for the expenditures. This neither complies with nor
follows the spirit of the law and/or Secretary of State rules for campaign finance reporting and
transparency.

Mr. Genetski's lack of compliance with the Michigan Campaign Finance Act is alarming. He is no stranger
to elections as a former State Representative and previous candidate for State Senator. He is also no
stranger to the law as a the Chief Elections Official of Allegan county. Mr. Genetski is the candidate, and
the listed treasurer of his campaign, so the lack of transparency, accountability, and adherence to law
fall squarely in his fap. No one should be above the law, especially not someone with the past
experience and current position of Mr. Genetski.



169.206 "Expenditure"” defined.

Sec. 6.

(1) "Expenditure" means a payment, donation, loan, or promise of payment
of money or anything of ascertainable monetary value for goods, materials,
services, or facilities in assistance of, or in opposition to, the nomination or
election of a candidate, the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot
question, or the qualification of a new political party. Expenditure includes,
but is not limited to, any of the following:

169.233 Campaign statements; filing schedule; report on
expenditures; form; late filing fee; violation as misdemeanor;
penalty; prohibitions; filing incomplete or inaccurate statement or
report; civil fine; failure to file campaign statements; violation as
felony; seizure and forfeiture of money; inventory statement of
money seized; notice; hearing; decision; appeal; commencement of
action.

Sec. 33.

(1) A committee, other than an independent committee, an independent
expenditure committee, or a political committee required to file with the
secretary of state, supporting or opposing a candidate shall file complete
campaign statements as required by this act and the rules promulgated
under this act according to the following schedule:

(10) If a candidate, treasurer, or other individual designated as responsible
for a committee's record keeping, report preparation, or report filing
knowingly files an incomplete or inaccurate statement or report required by
this section, that individual is subject to a civil fine of not more than
$1,000.00.

(11) If a candidate, treasurer, or other individual designated as responsible
for a committee's record keeping, report preparation, or report filing
knowingly omits or underreports individual contributions or individual
expenditures required to be disclosed by this act, that individual is subject to
a civil fine of not more than $1,000.00 or the amount of the contributions
and expenditures omitted or underreported, whichever is greater.

169.247 Printed matter or radio or television paid advertisement
having reference to election, candidate, or ballot question; name and
address; identification or disclaimer; size and placement; rules;
exemption; statement that payment made "with regulated funds”;
communication exempted under section 6(2)(j); violation as
misdemeanor; penalty; prerecorded telephone message.

Sec. 47.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and subject to
subsections (3) and (4), a billboard, placard, poster, pamphlet, or other
printed matter having reference to an election, a candidate, or a ballot



guestion, shall bear upon it an identification that contains the name and
address of the person paying for the matter. Except as otherwise provided in
this subsection and subsection (5) and subject to subsections (3) and (4), if
the printed matter relating to a candidate is an independent expenditure that
is not authorized in writing by the candidate committee of that candidate, in
addition to the identification required under this subsection, the printed
matter shall contain the following disclaimer: "Not authorized by any
candidate committee". An individual other than a candidate is not subject to
this subsection if the individual is acting independently and not acting as an
agent for a candidate or any committee. This subsection does not apply to
communications between a separate segregated fund established under
section 55 and individuals who can be solicited for contributions to that
separate segregated fund under section 55.
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Valles, Lydia (MDOS)

From: Robert Genetski <vote4bobgenetski@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, August 6, 2018 12:45 PM

To: SOS, Elections

Subject: self reporting of campaign ad missing disclaimer
Categories: Green Category

Dear Bureau of Elections,

My campaign would like to self-report a newspaper ad missing a disclaimer unintentionally.
The ad appeared in 5 newspapers one time.

Previous newspaper ads all did have disclaimers.

Please advise our campaign - Bob Genetski for State Senate - what further actions we need fo take to be in compliance or
good standing with Campaign Finance laws.

Bob Genetski



StarE oF MIcroGan
RuTe JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LaNsmg

August 9, 2018

Robert Genetski
P.O. Box 475
Saugatuck, Michigan 49453

Re:  Rajzer v. Genetski
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-07-56-47

Dear Mr. Genetski:

The Department of State (Department) received a formal complaint filed by Stephen Rajzer
‘against you alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 PA
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. The investigation and resolution of this complaint is governed by
section 15 of the Act and the corresponding administrative rules, R 169.51 et seq. A copy of the
complaint and supporting documentation is enclosed with this letter.

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) - (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). The failure to file a single
campaign statement may trigger the assessment of late filing fees, while the failure to file two or
more campaign statements is a misdemeanor offense. MCL 169.233(7)-(8).

Mr. Rajzer alleges that you have either underreported or failed entirely to report expenditures
and reimbursements in violation of section 33. The Department notes that the complaint also
raises section 47 allegations which for the reasons set forth in the attached letter are deemed
resolved.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department’s examination of these matters and
your right to respond to the allegations before the Department proceeds further. It is important to
understand that the Department is neither making this complaint nor accepting the allegations as
true.

If you wish to file a written response to this complaint, you are required to do so within 15
business days of the date of this letter. Your response may include any written statement or
additional documentary evidence you wish to submit. All materials must be sent to the
Department of State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918. If you fail to submit a response, the Department will
render a decision based on the evidence furnished by the complainant.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING *« 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/sos * (517) 373-2540



Robert Genetski
August 9, 2018
Page 2

A copy of your answer will be provided to Mr. Rajzer, who will have an opportunity to submit a
rebuttal statement to the Department. After reviewing all of the statements and materials
provided by the parties, the Department will determine whether “there may be reason to believe
that a violation of [the MCFA] has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). Note that the Department’s
enforcement powers include the possibility of entering a conciliation agreement, conducting an
administrative hearing, or referring this matter to the Attorney General for enforcement of the
criminal penalty provided in section 57(4) of the Act.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, you may contact me at (517) 373-2540.

Sincerely,

»

mz/ j L

Ee

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Stephen Rajzer



STAaTE OoF MIcrHGAN
RouTtH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LansmNg

August 24, 2018

Stephen Rajzer
1109 West Franklin Street
Jackson, Michigan 49203

Dear Mr. Rajzer:

The Department of State received a response to the complaint you filed against Bob Genetski,
which concerns an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA), 1976 P.A.
388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy of the response is provided as an enclosure with this letter.

If you elect to file a rebuttal statement, you are required to send it within 10 business days of the
date of this letter to the Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1% Floor, 430 West
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.

Sincerely,

/ )

A e, e »
Lithn Lot
/mvs}v;g Py

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections

Michigan Department of State

¢: Bob Genetski

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN + LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/sos * (517) 373-2540



Monday, August 20, 2018

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

Re: Rajzerv. Genetski
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-070-56-47

Dear Mr. Fracassi:

In response to a complaint filed by Mr. Stephen Rajzer on Aug. 2, 2018 with your office regarding
campaign violations{MCFA). Two letters were received from your office regarding the nature and
content of the violations. Per your determination, Mr. Rajzer accused the Bob Genetski for State Senate
Campaign of violating Section 33 and Section 47 of MCFA. The first letter states the full complaint{full
letter) and the second letter addresses specifically the Section 47 violation{47 letter).

In the 47 letter your office determined that it was satisfied with the campaign’s response and the
appropriate steps for action necessary by the Bob Genetski for State Senate in response to item 1 of Mr.
Rajzer’'s complaint. To quote, “The Department considers the instant action closed and resolved.” We
appreciate the Department’s guidance and decision on the Sec. 47 matter.

In regard to the full letter, we proffer the following specific answers to Mr. Rajzer’s complaint regarding
violations of Sec. 33. Under the subheading of Unreported expenditures there are four complaints 2a-
signs, 2b-Facebook, 2¢c-mailings, 2d-radio.

2a-signs. Reflected in amended reimbursements
2b-Facebook. Reflected in amended reimbursements
2c-mailings. Reflected in amended reimbursements
2d-radio. Reflected in amended reimbursements

Under the subheading Improperly reported reimbursements, the MERTS software used by the reporter
does not automatically funnel the report to a sub-itemize category for the transaction. The reporter,
bookkeeper Brian Polet, was unaware of this mandate and unknowingly filed accordingly. We will
amend the report to reflect the expenses. Thanks for your consideration in this matter.

Bob Genetski

BG:bp



Stare or MICHIGAN
Rura JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LaNsma

October 11, 2018

Robert Genetski
P.O. Box 475
Saugatuck, Michigan 49453

Re:  Rajzer v. Genetski
Campaign Finance Complaint
No. 2018-07-56-47

Dear Mr. Genetski:

The Department of State (Department) has concluded its investigation into the formal complaint
filed by Stephen Rajzer against you alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act
(MCFA or Act), 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. This letter concerns the disposition of the
complaint.

Mr. Rajzer filed his complaint on August 2, 2018 and alleged that you either underreported or
failed entirely to report expenditures and reimbursements in violation of section 33.!
Specifically, Mr. Rajzer alleged that expenditures for campaign signs, Facebook advertisements,
mailings, and radio advertisements were not reported accurately in violation of section 33.

By letter dated August 20, 2018, you responded indicating that these expenditures were
unknowingly and unintentionally filed inaccurately. You also indicated that the expenditures
were corrected in your amended reports. Mr. Rajzer chose not to file a rebuttal statement.

The MCFA requires candidates and committees file contributions and expenditures with the
appropriate filing official by specific dates. MCL 169.233(1) — (3). The MCFA requires a
committee that receives or expends more than $1,000 during any election to file campaign
finance reports in compliance with the Act. MCL 169.233(6). The failure to file a single
campaign statement may trigger the assessment of late filing fees, while the failure to file two or
more campaign statements is a misdemeanor offense. MCL 169.233(7)-(8).

Upon review, and based upon your admission, the evidence supports the conclusion that
expenditures were inaccurately filed in violation of section 33. MCL 169.233. After making this
determination, the Department must “endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further
violation by using informal methods [,]” if it finds that “there may be reason to believe that a

! The Department previously issued a warning letter for the allegations brought under section 47.

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/sos * (517) 373-2540



Robert Genetski
October 11, 2018
Page 2

violation ... has occurred [.]” MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is “to
correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]” 7d.

Given your admission and the immediate correction to the reports, the Department determines
that this warning is an appropriate resolution to the complaint and hereby advises you of your
reporting obligations under section 33. As indicated above, section 33 requires candidates to
accurately report all contributions and expenditures; the failure to do so may result in civil fines
and penalties. MCL 169.233(7)-(8),

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.233(7)-(8),
215(10).

Therefore, the Department considers this instant action closed and resolved.

Sincerely,
j” ~

Vi g— 7
1/l LT

e gig

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Stephen Rajzer



