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L

CICHICAR DEPT OF STATE
July 12,2018 c1ELTIONS,

Barb Byrum

Ingham County Clerk

341 S. Jefferson, PO Box 179
Mason MI 48854

Dear Clerk Byrum:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (PA 442 of 1976) I am requesting information
regarding the email account of County Commissioner Dennis Louney. [ would like access to
emails received and sent from is county issued email regarding its use for campaigning purposes.
Attached is an email received from his county email where he openly discusses political
purposes. The county email also appears on his campaign literature.

The Michigan Supreme Court has held that teacher personnel files are subject to the Michigan
Freedom of Information Act. Bradley v. Saranac Community Schools Board of Education &
Lansing Association of School Administrators v. Lansing School District Board of Education,
216 Mich App 79 (1996), 455 Mich 285 (1997).

The Act provides that you have not more than five business days afier this request is received to
respond to this request. Your response pursuant to PA 442 of 1976 will be greatly appreciated. If

this request will cost more than $50 to complete please inform me of your estimated cost in your first
correspondence prior to completing the work and I will decide whether to continue with this request.

Sincerely,

Alexis Ruble
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cHiG AR DEPT OF STATE
Campaign Finance Complaint Form' ~ 10
Michigan Department of State 11g L oy PH OO
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This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that sorﬁédh@v“iﬁ%lﬁfé the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 et seq.).
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence.
Please print or type all information.

1 allege that the MCFA was viol_ated as follows:

Section 1. Complainant
Your Name aytime Telephone Num})er
Alexis Ruble 517} 755-0675
Mailing Address
5 1700 Holl yway
City 4 4 State Zip
| Lansin 4 MU H¥1 O
Section 2. Alleged Violator
Name
Dennis Lounes
Mailing Addzess L
400 N Clemens Aue.
City State Zip
. Lans‘mg M He417
rSecﬁGn 3. Alleged Violations (Use additional sheet if more space is needed.) J

Section(s) of the MCFA violated:

Explain how those sections were violated:

Dennis s loeen using county resoucces fac Cam Qalig in

_purposes. Theat ALC WET_educaktonal _and e%{?\?(i'\'\}:

menion \w\_—h\j so e Twmnoxrahic G‘Dﬁmo.f‘}:. A s wnlenoun

wWhat™ osthe ‘\p”“ﬁ(" A .laurlorﬁfd. O 3mu((‘ﬂmﬂf\‘}'

reosnutes asre ’oct/\b,rugec& '?ts(‘- (Mure_ Iq%m%m_&ﬁnm:ﬂ)

Eyidence that supports those allegations (aftach copies of pertinent documents and other information):

Artzcciaeels




@ction 4. Certification (Required)

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after
a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, each factual contention of this
complaint is supported by evidence.

X ZA«@M_ 7/12 /1B

Signature of Complainant ate

‘E&ction 5. Certification without Evidence (Supplemental to Section 4)

Section 15(6) of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) requires that the signed certification found in
section 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However, if, after a reasonable inquiry
under the circumstances, you are upable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported
by evidence, you may also make the following certification:

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, or belief, there are
grounds to conclude that the following specifically identified foctual
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable
opportunity for [further inquiry. Those specific contentions are:

X

Signature of Complainant Date

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is
respousible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up
to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incuxred by the Michigan Department of State and the
alleged violator as a direet result of the filing of the complaint.

Mail or deliver the completed complaint form with an original signature and evidence to the following
address:

Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Elections
Richard H. Austin Building — 1st Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918
Revised: 01/16



Section 2
Friends of Dennis Louney
408 N. Clemens Ave, Lansing M| 48912

Section 3

Ingham County Commissioner has heen using County resources for campaign purposes. On several
pieces of literature distributed by his campaign list is county email diouney@ingham.org. These are not
informational pieces to distribute to constituents as the words “vote” and “ratain” or used and the

explicit mention to vote in the democratic primary. In addition to providing his emaii he is
communicating campaign information about volunteer opportunities and sign locations. it is unknown
what other political purposes government resources are being used for.

Section 4

Evidence

Louney.PDF — Contains lit piece with county email listed on the front, and on the back has the message
Vote August 7+ in the Democratic Primary, along with his committee discalaimer.
LouneySignEmail JPEG - Communication between Commissioner Louney and a would be voter, where
Louney shares volunteer information, and promises to deliver a yard sign.

LouneyFiyerlJPEG, LouneyFlyer2 — The Front on LouneyFlyerl uses the word Retain Dennis Louney,
along with the County Email. Flyer2 is just the backside of that Flyer



Sign

3 messagss

To: douney@mngham.og
1 eras hoping Lo gst a yard sign, let me know if there s anything else L can do to halp

addrass I
Tharks

Louney, Gennls <DLoungy@ingham org>

Thank you very much for your support. Fwil siop by Monday and deliver your yard sigr.
1 tsully sppraciate your support and willingness lo heip. It maans a tot
Thank you,

annis

Fri, Jun 15, 2018 at 11:07 A

Sun, Jun 17, 2118 a!--1. ZSiPP

We are canvassing doors on Saturdays and Sundays if you are interested. 1et me know and § will give you more details.



L
regionalism and Collaboration i
in an era of dwindling budgets for local mo<m_,,._‘31,mnkﬁ_m.u _ém_:.mm_a_ ounty eadership to build stro

relationships and partnerships that leverage our _.mmo:ﬂnmm.iﬁo numsE mE,_nm_ with quality wo

prosperity in our region.

Safe and stable neighborhoods _ :
Safe neighborhoods don’t happen by accident. memjco%oo@émﬁ_nf.m: co
essential components. We also need to protect victims and ensurethatwe can pr
This requires a strong judicial system with County support for nSmmnﬁoww, judges
Budget stability and Economic Development o

Recause of state budget cuts to local units of governments, mu an.ﬁm:mmm arefo
| create good paying jobs and ensuresm

We need a shared economic vision that wi

Lt ,____mE committed 1o
investments to eliminate our legacy costs.

Bmx_j@ sure we spend

our money wisely and in  Roads and Infrastructure

Our state leaders have failed to provide us with a

infrastructure. We need an asset management plan that will prioritize oura

resources into maintaining them. L

Protection of a Sustainable Environment for Better Health
ingham County has a long history of protecting our m_cmﬁmw:mgmammocﬂnmm
woqéma.- this means working closely with our County Health Umﬁmkam_z
protections are in place for our residents. - - g

o ,\./\H .éq.,...,n.wnunm.wﬂﬂ jﬁor.wf i .

long-term solution to Bm__.m.%ua_:m

an efficient manng
_ ssefsa

(517)388-5378
ermail:

dlouney@ingharn.org




ﬁ ‘a longtime Eastside Lansing resident, | have deep r a
love my neighborhood. As your District 10 moc:Q ﬁogs,: mm__o.:__mq,

Paid for by Friends of Dennis Louney | 408 Norih Glemens ><m._._nm. r.m:.m:._m..._.s._ »mmwm




Many of the approved projects that will begin construction this year are trails that run
under, above or provide access 1o local bridges.

In Lansing, key improvements to note will include:

- Oakland Avenue

- Lansing Center

- Potter Park Zoo Creek Bridge

- Under the Railroad Tracks Norih of Crego Park
- East of Moores River Park

In addition, bank stabilization will be done on the Grand River North Section and
construction of US 127 pathways.

In East Lansing, key improvements to note will include:

- Kalamazoo Street
- Hagadorn Road
- Harrison Meadows

! ! Paid tot by Friends of Dennig Louney T ST %
- Whitehills Park 408 North Clomans Arenue fuTasm.
Lansing, M1 485172 L -
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StAaTeE oF Micmigan
RurtH JoHnNsOoN, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Lansmic

July 19, 2018
Alexis Ruble
1700 Holly Way
Lansing, Michigan 48910

Dear Ms. Ruble:

The Department of State acknowledges receipt of your complaint against Dennis Louney you
filed with the Ingham County Clerk’s Office alleging a violation of Michigan Campaign Finance
Act (MCFA or Act), 1976 P.A, 388, MCL 169.201 ef segq.

You allege that Mr. Louney authorized public resources to be used for campaign purposes by
placing his county email on materials which expressly advocate for his reelection as Ingham
County Commissioner.

In Michigan it is unlawful for a public body or an individual acting on its behalf to use or
authorize the use of equipment, supplies, personnel, funds, or other public resources to make a
contribution or expenditure. MCL 169.257(1). The words “contribution” and “expenditure’ are
terms of art that are generally defined to include a payment or transfer of anything of
ascertainable monetary value made for the purpose of influencing or made in assistance of the
qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot question. MCL 169.204(1), 169.206(1). A knowing
violation of this provision is a misdemeanor offense. MCL 169.257(4).

The Department has received and is investigating a similar complaint alleging the same violation
of the same section with the same evidence. Because that complaint is further along in its fact-
finding phase, and the Department believes that the resolution to that complaint will adequately
address the allegation in your complaint, the Department will place a copy of your complaint in
the already pending file and notify you of any decision made.

Sirﬁely,

’ Aarm%raca“’d
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

¢: Barb Byrum, Ingham County Clerk

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING +» 1ST FLOOR » 430 W, ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www,Michigan.gov/sas * (517) 373-2540




MAIN OFFICE BRANCH OFFICE

P.O. Box 179 Veterans Memorial Courthouse
341 South Jefferson Lansing, Ml 48833
Mason, Mi 48854 inghamclerk@ingham.or
Phone: (517) 676-7201 Barb Byrum 0 ww%ngham,org
Fax: (517) 676-7254 INGHAM COUNTY CLERK

Michigan Department of State July 13, 2018

Bureau of Elections

Richard H. Austin Building — I* Floor
430 West Allegan Street

Lansing, Michigan 48918

To Whom it May Concern:

On July 13, 2018, I received notification that campaign literature encouraging voters to vote for Dennis
Louney for County Commissioner was disseminated with his County email address,
dlouney@ingham.org, printed on it. I have enclosed a copy of the campaign literature in question, as well
as an email that illustrates that the email address was, in fact, used for campaign purposes.

I believe that Dennis Louney is in violation of Michigan Campaign Finance Act, specifically MCL §
169.257, because the campaign literature included a taxpayer-funded office email for campaign purposes
as prohibited by law. Per a decision by the Department of State on campaign finance complaint
Porzondek v. Stevens, “In order for a violation of section 57 to occur, township funds must be spent or
township equipment or resources must be used in furtherance of a candidate’s nomination or election.”
The complainant has provided proof that county resources were used to further the candidate’s
nomination, therefore I respectfully request proper measures be taken to resolve the situation,

Mr. Louney’s candidate committee is “Friends of Dennis Louney,” and 1 have enclosed a copy of his
most recent Statement of Organization for your convenience.
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‘ F2018-2052
1!24!13 %:36 PM Page 1 of 1

CANP $0.00
i Barbk Byrum, Insham County Clerk
@ IR LR B D s LeD WiTH A COUNTY R
Information on this form s made publle.

1. Committee ID #: *2. Type of Filing: [8] Orlginal:
[[] Amendrent to items: Eff. Date:

*3. Full Name of Comimittee {must include Candidate’s first and last name}:
Friends of Dennis Louney '

*4a, Candidate Ful Name: Last Name | quney FirstName pennis Ml M
*4b, Polltical Party {if applicable): Democratic Party ‘ *4¢. County of Residence: \NGHAM
*4d. Office Sought: ingham cuu“ty Commlssioner ' *4e, District or Jurisdiction: 10

*5, Date Committee was Formed: g4/42/2018

*6a. Committee Phone: (547) 386-5378 6b. Committee Fax §:
*Gc. Committee Email Address: dmlouney@gmall.com 6d. Commitzee Website Address:

*7a. Complete Commitiee Mailing Address {(May be PO Box):
408 North Clemens Avenue, Lansing, Ml 48812

LAAL O}
¥7b. Complete Committae Street Address {(May not he PO Boa): JRAN & 4 20 iﬂ
408 North Clomens Avenue, Lansing, Ml 48912

#8_Treasurer Name and Complete Addrass: :
Sarah Tresodder; 3212 Trappers Cove Trail #3D, Lansing, MI 48910

Phone #: (806) 869-4167 Emall Address: stresedder@gmall.com

9, Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address:
_Sarah Tresedder; 3212 Trappers Cove Trall #3D, Lansing, Ml 48910

Phone it: {906) 869-4167 Emall Address: stresedder@gmall.com

*10. REPORTING WAIVER REQUEST:

r__] YES, I/We WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee does not expect to recelve or expend in excess of $1,000 in an election.
I/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received in excess of $1,000 In an efection, the committee does not owe Pre, Post and Quarterly
Campaign Statements. |/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver will be automatically lost if the committee exceeds the $1,000 threshatd and all
tequired campalgn statements must be fled. A Reporting Walver does not exempt a committee from filing Late Contribution Reports.

NO, I/We DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee expects to recalve or expend In excess of 51,000 in an election.
I/We understand that the committee owes Pre, Post, Quarterly Statements even if the committee does not spend or recelve In excess of $1,000in an
election. 1 further understand that the Reporting Walver cannot be requested retroctively to avold filing requirernents and to avald paying late filing fees,
Further information regarding Reporting Walvers can be found In Appendix C of the Committee Manual.

*11. Name and Address of Depositories or [ntended Depositories of committee funds. (Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan Assoclation} While
this itemn must be completed, an account does not have to be opened until the first cantribution is recetved.
*Cfficial Depository (name and address): MSUFCU; 4825 E Mount Hope Road, East Lansing, Mi 46823

Secondary Deposltory (name and address}:

12, Verification: |/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used In the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are true, accurate and
complate to the best of my/our knowledge or belief, if filing campalgn statements electronically, we further agree that the signatures below shall serve as
the signatures that verify the accuracy and completeness of each statement fited electronically by the committee. |/We certify that all reasonable
diligence will be used In the preparation of each statement electronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true,
accurate and coRpIete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. {Sign Name and Date)

y.i
Dateio\ /1 /20187

Date: ouu/,‘maz’/

“CER101 CAN SO.doc REV 04/16: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976, asamended  * = Required Fietd on Originals




JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANSING
January 24, 2019
Barb Byrum
PO Box 179
Mason, Michigan 48854

Dear Ms. Byrum:

The Department of State has concluded its investigation of the complaint that you filed against
Dennis Louney, which concerned an alleged violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act

(MCFA), 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 ef seq. A copy of the final resolution is provided as an
enclosure with this letter.

Sincerely,

Adam Fracassi
Bureau of Elections
Michigan Department of State

c: Isobella Medina
Alexis Ruble

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING <« 1ST FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.gov/elections » (517) 335-3234




StATE 0F MICHIGAN . e
Ruts JounsON, SECRETARY OF STATE '
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TaNnsmnG

In the Matter of: ‘ ‘ ,_. "‘E x

Barb Byrum, et al ' Lo
PO Box 179 o
Mason, Michigan 48854

A\
Dennis Louney

408 North Clemens Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48918

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

Pursuant to MCIL. §169.215(10) of the Michiga;‘l Campaign Finance Act (the Act), MCI.
§169.201 et seq., the Secretary of State and Dennis Louney (Respondent) hereby enter into a
conciliation agreement with respect to certain acts, omissions, methods, or practices prohibited
by the Act.

The Secretary of State alleges that there may be reason to believe that Respondent
violated MCL §169.257 by improperly using his Ingham County email to expressly advocate for
his election to county commissioner.

Therefore, Respondent, without admitting any issue of law or fact, except as stated
herein, hereby voluntarily enter into this conciliation agreement and assure the Secretary of State
that they will comply with the Act and the Rules promulgated to implement the Act.

By executing this conciliation agreement, Respondent certifies that a civil fine in the

amount of $100 has been paid to the State of Michigan,
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING * 18T FLOOR * 430 W. ALLEGAN - LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918
www.Michigan.govisos * {517) 373-2540




Dennis Louney
Congiliation Agreement
Page 2

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agrees that this agreement is in effect and
enforceable for four years from the date it is signed by the Secretary of State or her duly
authorized representative.

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agree that this agreement, unless violated,
shall constitute a complete bar to any further action by the Secretary of State with respect to the
alleged violation that resulted in the execution of this agreement.

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agree that the complaint and investigation
that resulted in this agreemént are disposed of and will not be the basis for further proceedings,
except pursuant to this agreement,

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agree that this agreement will not prevent
the Secretary of State from taking action for violations of this agreement.

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agree that Respondent’s performance
under this agreement shall be given due consideration in any subsequent proceedings.

The Secretary of State and Respondent further agree that this agreement, when signed,
shall become a part of the permanent public records of the Department of State,

The Secretary of State and Respondent finally agree that the signatories below are
authorized to enter into and bind the parties to this agreement, and have done so by signing this

agreement on the date below,




Dennis Louney
Conciliation Agreement

Page 3

RUTH JOHNSON

SECRETARY OF STATE RESPONDENT
Sally Williams, Director Dennis Louney

Bureau of Elections

pate: (24| (9 Date: / //8//9’

\
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