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Violation 1: 

A direct mail postcard was sent to voters which did not contain any information about how it was paid 

for, because it not have the name of the entity sending the card. 

169.247 Printed matter or radio or television paid advertisement 
having reference to election, candidate, or ballot question; name and 
address; identification or disclaimer; size and placement; rules; 
exemption; statement that payment made "with regulated funds"; 
communication exempted under section 6(2)(j); violation as 
misdemeanor; penalty; prerecorded telephone message. 

Sec. 47. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and subject to 
subsections (3) and (4), a billboard, placard, poster, pamphlet, or other 
printed matter having reference to an election, a candidate, or a ballot 
question, shall bear upon it an identification that contains the name and 
address of the person paying for the matter. 



Violation 2: 

I do not have the section of state campaign finance law, which this violates. 

A factual inaccuracy was listed on the same postcard. 

"These bonds extend the debt payoff until 2045 or beyond." 

The official ballot language can be found on the Official Proposal List shown the Oakland County 

Elections website. 

http'i:LLwww.oakgov.com/clerkrod/elections/Documents/11062018%20Proposal%20List.pdf 

The ballot language reads "The maximum number of years any series of bonds may be outstanding, 

exclusive of refunding, is not more than twenty (20) years." 

The Lake Orion Community Schools application to the Michigan Department ofTreasury can be found 

on the Lake Orion Schools website under "Bond Election 2018" and "Treasury Application" at 

'!JWW.locsbond.org. 

On Page 3 of the Treasury Application, Section G calls out the three proposed bonds in the Series, which 

are proposed to be dated 3/1/2019, 5/1/2022 and 5/1/2025. 

Furthermore, on Page 9 of the Treasury Application, the proposal estimates that the bonds will be 

repaid by 2040. 

The postcard's assertion that the debt payoff will be extended until 2045 is possible, but is not the 

projection. 

The postcard's assertion that the debt payoff will be extended beyond 2045 is patently false and 

represents a clear attempt to mislead voters, since it would violate the ballot language. 
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to $160,000,000 bond 
to vvasteful spending 
to higher taxes 
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I certify that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a reasonable inquiry 

under the circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by evidence. 
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STATE OF M:rcmGAN 

RUTH JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

November 1, 2018 

Taxpayers Alliance Group 
189 West Clarkson, Box 1 
Lake Orion, Michigan 48361 

Re: Singer v. Taxpayer Alliance Group 
Campaign Finance Complaint 
No. 2018-07-090-47 

Dear Taxpayer Alliance Group: 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint alleging you have 
violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include a 
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election include the phrase "Paid for by [ name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine ofup to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 
or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

The Act also requires the Department to "endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further 
violation by using informal methods [,]" if it finds that "there may be reason to believe that a 
violation ... has occurred[.]" MCL 169.215(10). The objective ofan informal resolution is "to 
correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]" Id. 

At issue in the complaint is a post card that was mailed to voters regarding the Lake Orion 
School Bond proposal. The card specifically urges votes to "Vote No" four different times, 
provides further information on the bond proposals, and ultimately expressly advocates for the 
defeat of the bond proposal. 

Upon review, it appears that the paid for by statement is omitted entirely from these campaign 
materials in violation ofMCL 169.247. Given this, the Department is hereby advising you that 
MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print a complete and accurate identification 
statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the phrase "paid for by" followed by the full 
name and address of your committee. 
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Taxpayers Alliance Group 
November 1, 2018 
Page 2 

Note that all printed materials that refer to an election or a ballot question produced in the future 
must include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation that refer to 
your candidacy, the paid for by statement must be corrected/included. If this information has 
been included, please provide this office evidence demonstrating the proper paid for by 
statements. 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to 
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 

The Department considers the instant action closed and resolved. 

c: Jacob Singer 

Sincerely, 

Adam Fracassi 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 


