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Campaign Finance Complaint Form 
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS• RICHARD H, AUSTIN BUILDING - 1' 1 Floor 
430 W. ALLEGAN STREET • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918 
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This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA). For instructions on how to complete this form, see 
the Campaign Finance Complaint Guidebook & Procedures document. All spaces are required 
unless otherwise indicated. 

City 

Email ( optional 

$e¢tih112 .. 'A.Ueged.Vi~lator.·.<•·• 
Name e.1/ 

Zip 

I Secdon3:.AllegationS:(O:se.adcfitiorialsli~eB 1f.n:iorespafre.fa11eeded:).· I 
Section(s) of the MCFA alleged to be violated: -~/(.,_,C_,_( ·~J..~4~1+-----------
Explain how those sections were violated: 

(D rl1e 11pC!iJ h- ,. i ,:if c2 Dt11:d l on1 on ±'1: u1i1a d1ri co; Wl f"i lg6'l 

Fen~sbur9 .) © 601n~C\L3n P°'-'\~cau0 v--ecet\Jed a:+ tny 
c,1, ctdi'ess on e teoh on clet\( - 11 -s -sJ.o 11 



X 

I certify tltat to lite best ofmy knowledge, information, and belief,formed after a 
reasonable inquiry under lite circumstances, eac/1 factual contention of this 

complaint is supported by evidence. 

~~fdt)IJ)Jl./ Al~ 
Signature ofCz'J'Plainant 

1 17g/ Date 

I S~ctJons:. c;e~tificati().n.witho11t Evid~n6e• (S4pple111entattqSectip11 4) • .. • .. • 

If, after a reasonable inquiry under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that cettain factual 
contentions are suppotted by evidence as indicated above, you may make the following cettification: 

I certify that to the best of my knowiedge, information, or belief, there are 
grounds to conclude that lite following specifically identified factual 
contentions are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable 
opportunity for further inquily. Those specific contentions are: 

x ________________ _ 
Signature of Complainant Date 

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false cettification is 
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up to 
$1,000.00 and some, or all, of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Depattment of State and the alleged 
violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint. 

Once completed, mail or hand deliver the complaint form with your evidence to the address below. The 
complaint is considered filed upon receipt by the Bureau of Elections. 

Revised: 06/19 

Michigan Depattment of State 
Bureau of Elections 

Richard H. Austin Building- !st Floor 
430 West Allegan Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
BUREAU OF ELECTIONS ORIGINAL OR AMENDED 

STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FORM FOR LOCAL CANDIDATE COMMITTEES FILED WITH A COUNTY CLERK 
Information on this form Is mc1de public. 

1. Committee ID ff: 

q CoSI q Eff, Date: 2_ .::fj)}I ;;}of 
*3, Full·Name of Commi f,dmust include Candidate's first and I st llaine7;,-~---·-

(J 'bt!NNGLL r(//L Cnv (pu'I..JCIL. 
'4a. Candidate Full N e: last Name {L 

O'DoUJ.16 M.I.S' 
'4b. Political Party (If appllca *4c.-Cc;,unty'()f Residenc_e: 

'4d. office sought: C-ouµC IL *4e. District or JurisdictiOn: / 

'Ga.Committee Phone: 1)1::, -WI~ '{ a:Jf. Gb. Committee Fax#: 

'6c. Comm.ittee Email Address;~. cdcnnel { @._ ,/'lt':::i. Committee Website Address: 

'7a. Complete Committee M•iling Address~be PO Box):,. .,. 
f;l/6 F!;/(t:'( o!. ~PR.l•'b Lfoklif,. mt:' 

*7b. Complete Committee Street Address (If different, but may not be PO Box): 

'8, Tr•jt;;{d#Vd ~rrit'':.r~;b~Md'glk, 
Phone#: t,jf.t, ~?Jdl ~ ]1,Cfl 
9. Designated Record Keeper Name and Complete Address (optional): 

Phone fl: Email Address: 

'11.,R PORTING WAIVER REQUEST: 
YES, I/We WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee does not expect to receive or expend in excess of $1,000,00 in an 

e/ecti 1. I/We understand that if the committee does not spend or received in excess of $1,000.00 in ;m election, the committee does not owe detailed 
campaign statements. I/We further understand that the Reporting Waiver wUI be automatically lost if the committee exceeds the $1,000.00 threshold and all 

required campaign statements must be filed. A Reporting Waiver does not exempt a committee from filing Late Contribution Reports. 

• NO, I/We DO NOT WANT TO APPLY FOR THE REPORTING WAIVER. The committee expects to receive or expend in excess of $1,000.00 in an 
election. I/We understand that the committee owes detailed campafgn statements even if the committee does not spend or receive in excess of $1

1
000.00 In 

an election. I further understand that the Reporting Waiver cannot be requested retroactively to avoid filing requirements and to avoid paying late 
filing fees. Further information regarding Reporting Waivers can be found in Appendix C of the Committee Manual. 

*l1. r,J8fn1fand.Address of Depositorif~J;;or Intended Depositories of committee funds. {Michigan Bank, Credit Union or Savings & Loan Association) While 
this item must be completed, an account does not have to be opened untll the first contribution ls received. 

"Offldal Depository (name and address}: 

Secondary Depository (name and address}: 

12. Verificatto:n:i I/We certify that all reasonable diligence was used in the preparation of the above statement and that the contents are true, accurate and 
complete to the best of my/our knowledge or belief. If tiling campaign statements electronically, we further agree that the signatures below shall serve as 
the signatures that verify the accuracy and completeness of each statement filed electronically by the committee. I/We certify that all reasonable 
diligence will be used in the preparation of each statement electronically filed by this committee and that the contents of each statement will be true, 
accurate and complete to the best of my/our k ledge or belief. (Sign Name and Date) 

Date: 

CFR101 CAN SO.doc REV 04/18: Authority granted under Act 388 of 1976, as amended * "' Required Field on Originals 



VOTE NOVEMBER 5th TO RE-ELECT TIMOTHY O'DONNELL CITY COUNCIL 

:f:f/ .. > 
~'ti ··,i:~ 

PROVEN LEADERSHIP - PROVEN REPRESENTATION--PROVEN COMPASSION 

The reason lim ran for Office originally was to make change in the Ferrysburg ~ity Council. 

Timothy O'Donnell has shown integrity by his actions to bring the Smiths Bridge and other Issues forward by doing hours of 

Research, begging officials in Lansing by phone, letters and meetings, 

Tne foundation of th.!! l::t'ldge is not the only thing we need to·,~ concerned abolifbut, the foimC:ation of Ferrysburg <iS a whole. 

Because a foundation built on colateral thinking alGRe!\lirl!l'D1.lmb!e like the foundation of Smiths Bridge if not repaired. 

Ferrysburg Strong 

~---·- - ····-"--
Loam moce oa the llmothy O' onoell Faceb,;k ,;,:·-- / 

Paid for by the committee to e-elect Timothy O'Donnell 20~ ___ _..,, 



,, O'DONNELL, TIMOTHY -
s4,o i=rntvl~,.~FlDS H!494 

, SPRING 6~'i<t0 ~f<'.1~~i4 
t , -

Ferrysburg Friends 
~----- 1-7542 Parkwood-Unit-B

Spring Lake, MI 49456 

)~ 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

JOCELYN BENSON, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

Timothy O'Donnell 
540 Ferry Street 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

Re: Sjobergv. O'Donnell 
Campaign Finance Complaint 
No. 2019-10-59-47 

Dear Mr. O'Donnell: 

November 21, 2019 

The Depmtment of State (Department) has received a fmmal complaint alleging you have 
violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include a 
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials. A copy of 
the complaint is enclosed. 

The complaint was submitted to the Department on November 15, 2019 by Regina Sjoberg and 
alleges that you have distributed a post card that did not include a proper paid for by statement. 
Enclosed with the complaint is the post card. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election include the phrase "Paid for by [ name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 
or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

Upon review, the evidence submitted supports the conclusion that a potential violation of the Act 
has occurred. From the outset, the Department must consider whether it is an expenditure 
covered by the MCFA. The post card specifically states "Re-Elect Timothy O'Donnell" which 
uses words of express advocacy as defined by the Act. MCL 169.206(2)0). Because it urges 
voters to vote for you using words of express advocacy and was published by your committee, 
the post cards are covered by the ambit of the Act and must include the paid for by statement 
outlined under section 47 and the Department's administrative rules. MCL 169.206(2)(j); R. 
169.36. While the paid for by statement is there, it incorrectly states the committee name and 
has entirely omitted the address of the committee paying for the materials. Since this phrase is 
absent, the evidence supports the conclusion that a potential violation has occurred. 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING • 1ST FLOOR • 430 W. ALLEGAN • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48918 

www.Michigan.gov/E!ections • (517) 335-3234 



Timothy O'Donnell 
November 20, 2019 
Page2 

After reaching this conclusion, the Act requires the Department to "endeavor to correct the 
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]" if it finds that "there may 
be reason to believe that a violation ... has occurred[.]" MCL 169.215(10). The objective ofan 
informal resolution is "to correct the violation or prevent a further violation[.]" Id. 

Given this, the Department concludes that a formal warning is a sufficient resolution to the 
complaint and is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 169.36(2) require you to print 
a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign materials, consisting of the 
phrase "paid for by" followed by the full name and address of your committee. 

Note that all printed materials referencing you or your candidacy produced in the future must 
include this identification statement. For all materials currently in circulation, the paid for by 
statement must be corrected. If this information has been included in your materials and you 
wish to rebut the Department's conclusion, you must respond in writing to the Department 
within 15 business days of the date of this letter otherwise the Department will treat the 
complaint as resolved. 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to 
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 

Enclosure 
c: Regina Sjoberg 

Sincerely, 

Adam Fracassi 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 


