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I. Recount overview

A recount is the process by which the final precinct and county vote totals
reported at the completion of the canvass may be once again retabulated
and checked for accuracy. A recount is an administrative process limited to
determining the number of votes cast on ballots for each candidate seeking
a particular office or determining the number of votes cast for or against a
ballot question.

A candidate or ballot question committee may petition for a recount. If a
board of canvassers receives a petition to conduct an investigation or an
audit of the conduct of an election, a petition to assess the qualifications of
electors participating in an election or the manner in which ballots are
applied for or issued to electors, or a petition to do anything other than
determine the number of votes cast, the board of canvassers must deny that
petition. Petitioning for a recount is discussed in detail in Section II.

Under certain circumstances, recounts can be conducted without the filing of
a petition. Unless the losing candidate or ballot question committee files a
written statement with the Secretary of State requesting that the recount
not be conducted within 48 hours of the election’s certification, recounts are
conducted automatically for certain statewide candidates and ballot
questions and state senate and state representative elections when the
outcome is determined by narrow vote differentials.?

Authority to conduct a recount

The Board of Canvassers with authority to conduct a requested recount
depends on the office or ballot question for which a recount is sought. The
county board of canvassers is responsible for conducting recounts of:

e County, city, township, village, and school district elections;
e Probate Judge elections in single county districts;
e Municipal Court Judge elections; and

e County, city, township, village, and school ballot question results.

1 Statewide primary or election determined by a vote differential of 0.1% or less of the total
number of votes cast in that statewide election (unless it is a partisan office where more
than 1 individual is elected); state senate elections, other than a primary, determined by a
vote differential of 75 votes or less; and state representative elections, other than a
primary, determined by 25 votes or less. MCL 168.880a.
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The Board of State Canvassers is responsible for conducting recounts of:

e Statewide elections;

e United States Senator elections;

e United States Representative elections;
e State Legislature elections;

e Judicial elections, except for Probate Judge in single county districts
and Municipal Court Judge elections; and

e Statewide ballot questions.

II. Petitioning to conduct a recount

Candidates and ballot question committees may petition for a recount.?
Recount petitions must be filed using the appropriate form under MCL
168.865. The petition must be filed either with the Secretary of State or with
the clerk of the jurisdiction whose board of canvassers conducted the
canvass.3 A petition for a recount by the Board of State Canvassers must be
received no later than 5 p.m. of the second day after the day the Board of
State Canvassers certifies the results of the election. A petition for a recount
by a board of county canvassers must be filed within 48 hours after the
certification of the canvass by the board of county canvassers.*

The petition must be signed and notarized and include the following:

e The candidate’s name and address or the ballot question committee
representative’s name.

e The state or county board of canvassers being petitioned.

2 If a state senatorial race is determined by a vote differential of 500 votes or less or a state
representative race is determined by a vote differential of 200 votes or less, the chairperson
of a state political party may petition for a recount of the votes on behalf of a candidate in
that race in the same manner as the candidate. MCL 168.879. If a ballot question
committee did not participate in an election in which there was a ballot question on the
ballot, any elector who voted in that election may file a recount petition in the place of a
ballot question committee and the Secretary of State must modify the ballot question
committee petition for a recount as appropriate to allow the elector to file a recount petition
or counter petition. MCL 168.863; MCL 168.865(5).

3 For school district elections, recount petitions must be filed with the clerk of the board of
county canvassers that certified the result of the school district election. MCL 168.866(2).

4 If the deadline for filing a recount petition or counter recount petition with a board of
county canvassers falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the petition may be filed on
the next succeeding business day. MCL 168.868(4).
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The office or ballot question and election for which a recount is sought.

A statement that the candidate is aggrieved and has a good-faith
belief that but for the error the candidate would have had a reasonable
chance of winning the election; or that the ballot question committee
has a good-faith belief that but for the error the result would have
been the opposite.

All the precincts, absent voter counting board precincts, and early
voting precincts to be recounted.

An explanation of the error in the canvass or returns of votes.
The amount of the enclosed deposit.

The candidate or ballot question committee representative’s signature
and date of signing.

A candidate, ballot question committee, or elector may withdraw a recount
petition at any time.

Required deposit

The statutorily required deposit must be submitted with the recount petition.
MCL 168.867; MCL 168.881. The deposit amount® is $50 for each precinct in
which a recount of the votes is demanded, except in the following
circumstances, where the deposit amount is determined by the vote
differential:

Only one candidate is to be elected, and the official canvass of votes
shows the number of votes separating the winning candidate and the
petitioner is more than 75 votes or 5% of the total number of votes
cast in the race, whichever is greater, the deposit is $500 for each
precinct requested to be recounted.

Only one candidate is to be elected, and the official canvass of votes
shows the number of votes separating the winning candidate and the
petitioner is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the total number of votes
cast in the race, whichever is greater, the deposit is $250 for each
precinct requested to be recounted.

More than one candidate is to be elected to the office and the office
and the official canvass of votes shows that the number of votes
separating the winning candidate who received the least nhumber of

> Beginning January 1, 2027, and every 4 years thereafter, the required deposit amount will
be adjusted in reference to the Consumer Price Index. MCL 168.867(8); MCL 168.881(16).
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votes and the petitioner is more than 75 votes or 5% of the sum of the
number of votes received by the two candidates, whichever is greater,
the deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

More than one candidate is to be elected to the office and the office
and the official canvass of votes shows that the number of votes
separating the winning candidate who received the least number of
votes and the petitioner is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the sum of
the number of votes received by the two candidates, whichever is
greater, the deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be
recounted.

In a statewide election for statewide office determined by a vote
differential of more than 4,000 votes, the deposit is $500 for each
precinct requested to be recounted.

In a statewide election for statewide office determined by a vote
differential of more than 2,000 votes and less than 4,001 votes, the
deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

In a statewide primary election for statewide office determined by a
vote differential of more than 1,400 votes, the deposit is $500 for each
precinct requested to be recounted.

In a statewide primary election for statewide office determined by a
vote differential of more than 700 votes and less than 1,401 votes, the
deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

In a state senate election, other than a state senate primary,
determined by a vote differential of more than 150 votes, the deposit
is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

In a state senate election, other than a state senate primary,
determined by a vote differential of more than 75 votes and less than
151 votes, the deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be
recounted.

In a state representative election, other than a state representative
primary election, determined by a vote differential of more than 50
votes, the deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

In a state representative election, other than a state representative
primary election, determined by a vote differential of more than 25
votes and less than 51 votes, the deposit is $250 for each precinct

requested to be recounted.
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e In a ballot question vote determined by a vote differential between the
“yes” and “no” votes that is more than 75 votes or 5% of the total
number of votes cast on the ballot question, whichever is greater, the
deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

e In a ballot question vote determined by a vote differential between the
“yves” and “no” votes that is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the total
number of votes cast on the ballot question, whichever is greater, the
deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.

The recount deposit is refunded when:

e The recount results in the candidate seeking the recount being elected
to office, or results in the results of the ballot question being changed.

e A precinct is not recountable.®

e When a petition for a recount is withdrawn and the recount process for
a precinct has not yet begun. (Precincts where recounting has already
started before withdrawal are not refunded).

If the recount does not result in a change in the election or ballot question’s
outcome, the deposit is retained by the county.”

Note that unless the losing candidate or ballot question committee files a
written statement with the Secretary of State requesting that the recount
not be conducted within 48 hours of the election’s certification, recounts are
conducted automatically for certain statewide candidates and ballot
questions and state senate and state representative elections when the
outcome is determined by narrow vote differentials.® When a recount is
conducted automatically, no deposit is required.

Recount notice and opportunity for counter petition

Within 24 hours of receiving a recount petition and required deposit, the
Secretary of State or clerk of the board of county canvassers receiving the
petition must give notice of the petition’s filing to the ballot question

6 Determining recountability is discussed in detail in Section III.

7 The clerk of the board of county canvassers pays the deposit to the treasurer of the
county, MCL 168.867(10), or if the deposit is paid to the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of State pays the treasurer of each county its proportionate share of the deposit based on
the number of recounted precincts in the county, MCL 168.881(17).

8 Statewide primary or election determined by a vote differential of 0.1% or less of the total
number of votes cast in that statewide election (unless it is a partisan office where more
than 1 individual is elected); state senate elections, other than a primary, determined by a
vote differential of 75 votes or less; and state representative elections, other than a
primary, determined by 25 votes or less. MCL 168.880a.
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committee and to the two candidates who were nominated or elected with
the lowest humber of votes and to the two candidates who received the
largest number of votes without being nominated or elected.® It is good
practice, but not required, that the county clerk also notify any other
candidates involved in the election.

A candidate or ballot question committee may submit a counter petition for a
recount using the form prescribed by MCL 168.865.1° A counter petition must
be received within 48 hours of the submission of the original recount petition
and is subject to all the same requirements as the original recount petition.
The deposit for the counter-petition is calculated using the vote totals of the
candidate originally seeking the recount, not the vote totals of the candidate
filing the counter-petition. If a counter-petition for a recount is filed, and the
original recount does not change the results of the election, the counter-
petitioner’s deposit is refunded.

A candidate, ballot question committee, or elector may withdraw a counter
recount petition at any time.

Objections to a recount petition

An opposing candidate or ballot question committee may file objections to a
recount petition—objections must be filed not later than 48 hours after the
original recount petition is filed.

The county board of canvassers or Board of State Canvassers—whichever is
conducting the recount—must notify the petitioner and the objecting
candidate or ballot question committee of the date of the meeting at which it
will consider the objections. Both the recount petitioner and the objecting
candidate or ballot question committee may present oral and/or written
arguments on the objections raised at the meeting. Written arguments must
be submitted to the relevant board before the meeting.

The relevant board must rule on the objections not later than 4 calendar
days following the deadline to file objections to the recount petition. MCL
168.868(3); MCL 168.882(3).

° Failure to give notice of a recount petition as required does not affect the results of the
recount. MCL 168.868(4); MCL 168.882(4)

10 If a ballot question committee did not participate in an election in which a ballot question
is on the ballot, any elector who voted in that election may file a recount counter petition in
the same manner as provided for a ballot question committee.
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III. Conducting the recount

A local recount cannot begin until the board of county canvassers confirms
with the Secretary of State that no petition has been filed requesting a
recount by the Board of State Canvassers of ballots cast in the same district.
When recount petitions are filed requesting a recount by both a board of
county canvassers and the Board of State Canvassers, the recount cannot
begin until the Board of State Canvassers provides instructions to the board
of county canvassers.

When part or all of a county’s precincts are part of a recount supervised by
the Board of State Canvassers, Bureau of Elections staff will supervise all
state and local recounts in the county. If no precinct in a county is part of a
recount supervised by the Board of State Canvassers, the recount is handled
by the county clerk’s staff.!!

When a recount petition is filed with the Secretary of State the Bureau of
Elections coordinates the recount and immediately contacts the clerks of the
counties involved to preserve the ballots.

Timing of the recount

Beginning the recount

A recount cannot begin until the staff carrying out the recount is identified,
and the staff carrying out the recount depends on whether the recount will
be local only or involve the state. Accordingly, the deadlines for statewide
recounts and local recounts must pass before the recount can begin.

The deadline for statewide recounts is not later than 5 p.m. of the second
day after the day the Board of State Canvassers certifies the results of the
election.

The deadline for local recounts is 48 hours after the certification of the
canvass by the board of county canvassers.!2

If a petition has been filed requesting a recount by the Board of State
Canvassers in the same district, the recount cannot begin until the board of
county canvassers receives instructions from the Board of State Canvassers.

11 See Section I for details about when the Board of State Canvassers or the county board of
canvassers conducts the recount.

12 If the deadline for filing a recount petition or counter recount petition with a board of
county canvassers falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the petition may be filed on
the next succeeding business day. MCL 168.868(4).

Recount Manual | 7 ,';\r. {

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections




However, a recount of ballots cast at any city, ward, township, or village
election may begin if the ballots cast at that election are not sealed in the
same ballot containers with the state and county offices.

Completion deadline

If the recount involves the result of an election of the President and Vice
President of the United States:

e The recount must be completed and certified before 3 p.m. on the
sixth day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice
President of the United States are to convene under MCL 168.47.

e If a recount involving the result of an election as to the electors of
President and Vice President of the United States cannot be completed
and certified before 3 p.m. on the sixth day before the date on which
the electors for President and Vice President of the United States are
to convene under MCL 168.47 because of a government-declared
emergency or court order, that recount must be completed as soon as
possible, but not later than 11:59 p.m. on the second day before the
date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the
United States are to convene under MCL 168.47.

If the recount is of a primary election: must be completed by the 20th day
after the recount petition deadline.

If the recount is for any other election: must be completed by the 30th day
after the recount petition deadline. MCL 168.875.

A recount will not be delayed even if the Michigan Supreme Court is
considering a complaint for mandamus brought by a presidential or vice
presidential candidate aggrieved by the Board of State Canvassers’
certification or determination of the election result. MCL 168.845a.

Recount process

When requested by the board of canvassers conducting the recount, the
individual in charge of the ballot containers and necessary election materials
for each precinct referred to in the recount petition must bring the ballot
containers and election materials to the board of canvassers conducting the
recount. The board of canvassers conducting the recount first determines
which precincts are recountable, discussed in detail in the following section.
The original returns are taken as correct for any precincts that are not
eligible for recount.

Recount Manual | 8 /
April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections




The board of canvassers conducting the recount is responsible for laying out
the specific recount process. The recount must occur in a public place where
the candidates or ballot question committees and their counsel may be
present. The board determines:

e Which assistants or staff members will conduct the recount.

e Whether the recount will be conducted by hand, by electronic
tabulation, or by a combination of the two methods.

e Who will answer procedural questions from either staff or interested
parties.

e How challenges to the determination of assistants or staff will be
recorded and resolved, in compliance with legally required procedures,
detailed in the following subsection.

Challenges

Candidates and ballot question committees, their counsel, and other
individuals checking the work of the recount clerks must be allowed to
observe each ballot as it is called, take notes, and challenge the tabulation
of any ballot.

All ballots counted or rejected under challenge must be identified by an
exhibit number, and challenges must be recorded. The board of canvassers
must rule on all challenges before the conclusion of the recount.

A candidate or ballot question committee may appeal the decision of a
county board of canvassers to the representative designated by the Board of
State Canvassers. Finally, a candidate or ballot question committee may
petition the Board of State Canvassers for a de novo review of the challenge.

The Board of State Canvassers will only accept petitions for de novo review
of challenges that concern the determination of how a specific vote on a
ballot for a candidate or for or against a ballot question is counted.

The Board of State Canvassers will only hear the challenge and rule on it if
the total number of challenges submitted could change the result of the
election. If the Board of State Canvassers conducts a de novo review, it
must notify all candidates and ballot question committees involved in the
recount of the date of the meeting. Candidates and ballot question
committees involved in the recount may present oral and written arguments
on the challenges at the meeting.
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Role of board members

Because the board of canvassers conducting the recount is responsible for
adjudicating disputes or challenges concerning the recount, board members
should not take part in the physical handling or tabulation of ballots.
Instead, board members should be present to supervise the process and
available to adjudicate disputes or challenges as they arise.

For more information regarding best practices for conducting recounts,
please contact the Bureau of Elections.

Determining recountability

The only documents that may be used to determine whether a precinct may
be recounted are the poll book, the poll lists, the statement of results, the
ballot container certificate, the total ballots counted by a tabulator, the
county canvass notations on the number of ballots and electors in the poll
book, affidavits, and tabulator tapes.

A precinct must be recounted if all the following are satisfied:

e The ballots are properly sealed in a ballot container in a manner that
does not allow a ballot to be added to, or removed from, the ballot
container.

e The seal number on the seal is accurately recorded in the poll book, on
the ballot container certificate, or on the statement of results.

e The precinct is in balance, which means the number of ballots to be
recounted is the same as the number of ballots issued in the precinct
as shown in the poll book, the number of ballots tabulated as shown
on the tabulator tape, or the number of ballots cast as shown by the
county canvass; or the precinct was certified as out of balance during
the county canvass and remains out of balance by an identical or fewer
number of ballots.

A recount may be conducted even if the precinct does not satisfy the
conditions mandating a recount if there is a satisfactory explanation in a
sworn affidavit demonstrating that the security of the ballots is preserved.

An explanation is satisfactory if the reason for the discrepancy does not
affect the security of the ballots and demonstrates that a recount of the
ballots will yield a reliable and accurate result. For example, a discrepancy
that was caused by innocent human error and specifically explained in the
poll book remarks.
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If a precinct is not eligible for a recount, the original return of the votes for
that precinct must be taken as correct.

Cost of the recount

If a board of county canvassers recounts the votes cast on a city, township,
village or school office or on a question, the expense of conducting the
recount is charged back to the local unit. The local unit is then responsible
for paying the expenses to the county treasurer. MCL 168.869.

Referral for investigation

If a board of canvassers conducting a recount believes that any fraud or
violation of the law has been committed in the canvass or return of the
votes, the board must refer the matter for investigation.

A board of county canvassers conducting a recount who believes an
investigation is warranted refers the matter to the prosecuting attorney of
the county.

The Board of State Canvassers refers any matter it believes warrants
investigation to the Attorney General. The Board of State Canvassers may
only refer a matter for investigation if at least one member of each political
party appointed to the board concurs in the decision to refer the matter for
investigation.

Any action taken in an investigation by a prosecuting attorney or the
Attorney General does not preclude any official recount of the ballots.
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I . the petitioner, reside at

Candidate Petition for a Recount

and | petition the (state/county) board of canvassers for a recount of the votes

cast for the (Office/District/Party) at the election. | am aggrieved on account of

error in the canvass or returns of the votes. | have a good-faith belief that, but for error, | would have had
a reasonable chance of winning the election. | am requesting a recount of sufficient votes to change the

result of the election.

| request that the following precincts, absent voter counting board (AVCE) precincts, and early voting

precincts within the listed jurisdictions be recounted:

Precinct/AVCE precinct/Early voting predinct number

MName of jurisdiction

(List additional Precincts/AVCE precincts/Early voting precincts on the back or attach additional sheets)

Specifically explain the error in the canvass or returns of votes:

My deposit is enclosed

$

5 iinature of candidate

Date of signature

MName of notary public

Siinature of notary public

Subscribed and swomn to before me on this date

Motary public, State of Michigan, county of

Acting in the county of

My commission expires

Candidate Petition for a Recount (Rev. 03/25)

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections
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FrednolAVLE precinclsl arky voling precinct numbser

Marme of jursdiction

Conadicdoge Fetiton for o Rrcount (Rev. 0355

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections
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Candidate Counter Petition for a Recount [0

| the petitioner, reside at

and | counter petition the (state/county) board of canvassers for a recount of the

votes cast for the (Office/District/Party) at the election.

| request that the additional following precincts, absent voter counting board (AVCB) precincts, and early
voting precincts within the listed jurisdictions be recounted:

Precinct/AVCE precinct/Early woting precinct number Mame of jurisdiction

{List additional Precincts/ AVCE precncts/Early voting precincts on the back or attach additional sheets)

Specifically explain the error in the canvass or returns of votes:

My depaosit is enclosed

-

Siinature of candidate Date of signature

Mame of notary public

Siinature of notary public Subscribed and sworn to before me on this date
Motary public, State of Michigan, county of Acting im the county of

By commission expires

Candidate Counter Petition for o Recount (Rew. 03/25) T

Recount Manual | 15
April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections




Precinct/AVICE precinct/Early voting precinct number

Mame of jurisdiction

Candidate Counter Petition for o Recount [Rev. 03/25)

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections
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Ballot Question Committes Petition | cLeamForm |
for a Recount

[ an authorized representative of
petiticn the [statefcounty) board of canvassers for a recount of the voles cast
far the [ballor question) at the election. The ballot

question commitiee has & good-faith belief that, but for error, the result of the ballot guestion would
have been the opposite. The ballot guestion committes & requesting a recount of sufficient wotes to
change the result of the election.

The ballot guestion committes requests that the following precincts, absent vorer counting board (AVOE)
precinots, and early woting precincts within the listed jurisdictions be recounted:

FrednotAVCE precinctfEarly voting predinct number Marme of jurisdiction

[List additional Precinct</& B precinctsEarly voting predincts an the back or attach additional sheets)

Specifically explain the erfor in the canvass or returms of votes:

My depasit s enclosed
b3

Eﬁmm:ﬂh:ﬂlﬂt Quisthon Comimities reprasentative Danw of slenahars

M of Feary pubdic

WNHWWMH Sueseribed and sweorn fo before ma on this dace

Hotary public, Stace of Michigan, county of Acting In the coushy of

Wy COMITERSIon edpires

Balkad Queestion Commimae Periion for g Recount  (Rev. 0225 r
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FrecincAVCE precincl’Early voting predinct numbser parne of jurisdiction

Ballad Quiestion Commimee Fetidon far g Recoont (Rey. 0375 2
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Ballot Question Committee Counter Petition | cLeARFORM |
for a Recount

[ an authorized representathve of
counter petition the (statefcounty) board of carvassers for & recount of the votes
cast for the [ballot guestion) at the election.

The ballot question commities requests that the additional following precincts, absent voter counting
board (AVCE) precincts, and early woting precincts within the listed jurisdictions be recounted:

Precinct/d ¥ CB prednctfEary voting prednct nurmber Mame aof jurisdiction

[List additional Precinct<idCB precincts/Early voting precincts an the back ar sttach additional shests)

Specifically explain the erfor in the canvass or returms of votes:

My depodi is enclosad
¥

Eﬁmﬂ:ﬂ‘lhﬂlﬂt UHESTRCN COMITItTeE represeniathve Dane of SiEnafng

M of Medtany pubdc

%NHWWMH Susteseribed aind Swsoirm R bafore ma on this date

Hotany public, State of Michigan, county of Acting In tThe ooy of

Wy camimisskon expires

Ballogr Quiestion Commuimse Counter Fedoan for o Recounr (R, 0325) I

Recount Manual | 19
April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections




FrednctfAVCE precinctfEarly voting predinct numbser

Marme of jurEsdiction

Balkod Question Comimimae Counter Feonan for o Recounr  (Rev. 0325)

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet for a ballot question

Name of recount petitioner:

CLEAR FORM

Ballot question:

Date of election:

Section |
Formula Enter data here
Total number of votes cast in this race:
Multiplied by 0.05 (5%) x
EQUALS 5% of total votes cast in this race (round up): =
Is Line B greater than 757
If YES, enter the Line B's value. If NO, enter 75 on Line C
Total "YES" votes cast:
Minus total "NO" votes cast: -
EQUALS vote differential: =
Is Line D greater than Line C? If YES, enter Line D's value and STOP.
The per-precinct deposit of $500.00 applies. If NO, proceed to Section |l
Section |l
Formula Enter data here
Total number of votes cast in this race: (enter value from Line A):
Multiplied by 0.005 X
EQUALS 0.5% of total vates cast in this race {round up): =
Is Line F greater than 507
If YES, enter Line F's value. If NO, enter 50 on Line G,
Is Line D greater than Line G7 If YES, enter Line D's value and STOP.
The per-precinct deposit of $250.00 applies. If NO, proceed to Section IlI.
Section llI: The per-precinct deposit is $50.00.
Recount deposit total
+ + = x| =]
Number of ED Mumbear ol EV Mumber of AVCES Total numiser of F‘Er-pre-r.in-:L Tetal recount
predincls reque-sterj |.'|r'|h’Li|'|E s réqUI:SIEd |equ&5u:d pre-:in:ts Armount d&pusit

Recount Deposit Worksheel Bollot Question (Rev. 04/25)
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet if more than one candidate is to be nominated or elected

Name of recount petitioner:

Office sought:

Date of election:
Section |
Formula Enter data here

Votes cast for the winning candidate with the least number of votes:

Plus votes cast for the petitioner: +

EQUALS total of the two candidates: =
Multiplied by 0.05 (5%)
EQUALS 5% of votes cast for the two candidates (round up]:

Is Line B greater than 757
If YES, enter Line B's value. If NO, enter 75 on Line C.

Votes cast for the winning candidate with the least number of votes:

£

Minus total votes cast for petitioner: -

EQUALS vote differential between the two candidates: =

Is Line D greater than Line C? If YES, enter Line D's value and STOP.
The per-precinct deposit of $500.00 applies. If NO, proceed to Section 11

Section Il
Formula Enter data here

Enter the total votes of both candidates {(enter value from Line A);
Multiplied by 0,005 X
EQUALS 0.5% of total votes cast in this race (round up): =

Is Line E greater than 507
If YES, enter Line E's value. If NO, enter 50 on Line F.

Is Line D greater than Line F? If YES, enter number here and STOP.
The per-precinct deposit of $250.00 applies. If MO, proceed to Section 111,

Section lll: The per-precinct deposit is $50.00.

Recount deposit total
+ + = b =
Number of ED Mumber of EV Mumber of AVCHs Total number of Per-precinct Total recouwnt
precincts requestad precincts requestad raguested precincts Amount deposit

Recownt Deposit Warksheet more thon One Candidare  ((Rewv. 04/25)
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet for state representative general elections

Name of recount petitioner:

Office sought:

Date of election:
Section |
Formula for General Elections Enter data here
Is this a General Election? If YES, enter the winning candidate total:
Subtract the vote total of the next closest candidate: -

EQUALS the difference between the two candidates: =

Did the winning candidate have 51 or more votes than the next closest
candidate? If YES, the per precinct deposit is $500. If NO, go to next question.

Did the winning candidate have more than 25 votes but less than 51 votes
more than the next closest candidate?

If YES, the per precinct deposit is $250.
If NO, the per precinct deposit is $50.

Recount deposit total
+ + = X =
Number of ED Number of EV Number of AVCBs Total number of Per-precinct Total recount
precincts requested precincts requested requested precincts Amount deposit

Recount Deposit Worksheet State Representotive (Rev. 04/25)
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet for state senate general elections

MNarme of recount petitioner:

Office sought:

Date of election:
Section |
Formula for General Elections Enter data here
Is this a General Election? If YES, enter the winning candidate total:
Subtract the vote total of the next closest candidate: -

EQUALS the difference between the two candidates: =

Did the winning candidate have 151 or more votes than the next closest
candidate? If YES, the per precinct deposit is $500. If NO, go to next guestion.
Did the winning candidate have more than 75 votes but less than 151 votes
mare than the next closest candidate?

If YES, the per precinct deposit is $250.

If NO, the per precinct depasit is $50.

Recount deposit total
+ + = X =
Humber af ED MNumber of EV Nurmber of AV Totsl rusmbser of Per-precinct Total recowunt
préecingts requested Precincts requested negueeSted PreCins Aol depodit

Recount Deposit Worksheer Siote Senate (Rew. 0425)
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet for nomination or electionto a
statewide office certified by the board of state canvassers

Name of recount petitioner:

Office sought:

Date of election:
Section |
Formula for Primary Elections Enter data here
Is this a Primary Election? If YES, enter the winning candidate total:
Subtract the vote total of the next closest candidate: -
EQUALS the difference between the two candidates: =

Did the winning candidate have 1,401 or more votes than the next closest
candidate? If YES, the per precinct deposit is $500. If NO, go to next question.

Did the winning candidate have more than 700 votes but less than 1,401
votes more than the next closest candidate?

If YES, the per precinct deposit is $250.
If NO, the per precinct deposit is $50.

Section 1l
Formula for General Elections Enter data here
Is this a General Election? If YES, enter the winning candidate total:

Subtract the vote total of the next closest candidate: -

EQUALS the difference between the two candidates: =

Did the winning candidate have 4,001 or more votes than the next closest
candidate? If YES, the per precinct deposit is $500. If NO, go to next question.

Did the winning candidate have more than 2,000 votes but less than 1,401
votes more than the next closest candidate?

If YES, the per precinct deposit is $250.

If NO, the per precinct deposit is $50.

Recount deposit total
- - = x =
Number of ED Number of EV Number of AVCBs Total number of Per-precinct Total recount
precincts requested precncts requested reguested precncts Amount deposit

Recount Deposit Worksheet (Rev. 04/25)
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Recount Deposit Worksheet

Use this worksheet if only one candidate is to be nominated or elected

Name of recount petitioner:

Office sought:

Date of election:

Section |

Formula Enter data here
Total number of votes cast in this race:

Multiplied by 0.05 (5%) X
EQUALS 5% of total votes cast in this race (round up): =

Is Line B greater than 75?
If YES, enter Line B's value. If NO, enter 75 on Line C

Total votes cast for winner:

Minus total votes cast for petitioner: -

EQUALS vote differential between winner and petitioner: =

Is Line D greater than Line C? If YES, enter Line D’s value and STOP.
The per-precinct depaosit of $500.00 applies. If NO, proceed to Section Il

Section Il
Formula Enter data here
Total number of votes cast in this race: (enter value from Line A)

Multiplied by 0.005 X
EQUALS 0.5% of total votes cast in this race (round up): =

Is Line F greater than 507
If YES, enter Line F's value. If NO, enter 50 on Line G.

Is Line D greater than Line G? If YES, enter Line D’s value and STOP.
The per-precinct deposit of $250.00 applies. If NO, proceed to Section Il

Section lll: In all other cases, the per-precinct deposit is $50.00.

Recount deposit total
+ + — X =
Number of ED Number of EV Number of AVCBs Total number of Per-precinct Total recount
precincts requested precncts requested requested pregnces Amount deposit

Recount Deposit Worksheet (Rev. 04/25)
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Recount Under the Authority of the Board of State Canvassers

Pre-Recount Meeting Agenda

. Call to Crder - meeting of the County Board of Canvassers

A Mesting is being held in accordance with the provisions of the Cpen Meelings
Ak

B. Quesfion fo Counfy Board of Canvassars or representafive; has the meeting
notice been posted?

. Introeductons:

1. Representative(s) of the Board of State Canvassers.
2. Representatives of the Cownty Board of Canvassers.
3. Hawve all candidates and their representstives signed the sign-in sheet and
been provided with & name tag?
# Candidates must approve the list of representatives prior to allowing
access to the count arsa.
# Mame tags are color coded by candidate or pro/con on proposal; we
ask that name tags be womn &t alltimes throughowt these proceadings.
# There will be & separate sign-in shest for each day; please signin
each day.
# Al other intarasted parties must sign in and taks position in the public

arsa.
4. Recount Packets have been distributed; review contents.
&, Pleass remove everything except official recount materials used by the

count teams from the tables, especially beverages.
Il. Statement of Purpose

A \We are here to recount the votes cast for the office of State Representative
District number

B. Authority - This recount is being conducted by the County Board of Canvassers
wiho are acting under the authority of the Board of State Canvasssrs.

lll. Instructions to Recountability and Recount Team Members
A Raole of Recount Team

1. Determine Recountability - To determine the recountability of precinct(s)
and to unseal ballot containers.
8. Recountshility team members will direct sny and all procedural
questions to a representative of the Board of State Canvassars.
b. Ballot Security
i. Visual check of the container for rips. tears, broken zippers, atc.
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. “erify proper sesling of the container

ili. Compare seal number to what is recorded in the pollbook — iFf no
match, then check the contsiner cerificate

. If the above check ocuf, open the ballot container and proceed fo
section 2. If not, is there a satisfactory explanation in & swarm,
affidavit showing the s=curity of the ballots was presersed is
provided by an election inspector, a clerk, ar & member of the
clerk's staff to the board? If yes, proceed to secton 2. If no
satisfactory explanafion, proceed to 3{b).

2. Physical Ballot Count
a. Review the Pollbock for the number of voters and'or number of ballots

tabulsted. Check if the precinct was ceriified as owt of balance during

the county camass.

1. [f reviewing a ballot container with more than one AVCB peot. — sord
tha ballots into the comect AVCE pot. before procesding.

. If reviewing a ballot contsiner with maore than aone EV pot. — sort the
ballois into the comect BV pot. before proceeding.

iii. If reviewing s precinct with Z-page ballots — count only the first
page — refurn page 2 ballots to the container

b, Usimg & commaon multiplier (10, 20, 25, efc. ], count the ballots by having
one member of the count team verbally count the ballot while handing it
ta the ather member for werification. This is & methodical process, no
thumbing of comers, lift the ballots and s=t back down while countimg.

g, If the number counted matches the number of voters andfor number of
ballots tabulated, or if the precinct was certified as out of balance during
the cownty canvass remains out of balance by an identical or fewer
number of ballots, proceed to sectiom 3{a). Mote: review the pollbook
for explained discrepancies, e, envelope ballots, empty AV envelopes,
other remarks. If the numbers do not match, a recount may still be
performed if a satisfaciory explanstion in asworp affidagdt showing the
security of the ballots was preserved is provided by an el=ction
inspector, a clark, or a member of the clerk's siaff to the board.

d. If mof, recount the ballots.

i. If the second count still does not match the number of voters
andior mumber of ballois tabulated, or if the precinct was certified
a= out of balance during the county canvass and =iill does not
remnain out of balance by an identical or fewer number of ballots,
and there is no satisfactory explanation, proceed to 3(b).

. [f the second count does match, a third count must be performed.
1. K the third count matches or remains out of balancs by an
identical or fewer number of ballais to the cerified number,
proceed to 3(a).
2. If the third count does not matchiremain out of balance &s
certified, and there is no satisfactony explanation, proceed to
bk

2. Detzrmination of Recountakility
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g. If precinct is recountable — Recount team publichy announces that the
precinct is recountable and proceeds to recounting valid votes.

b. If precinct is not recountable — Recount team publicly annownces that
the precinct is yorecountable. Criginal election results stand: reason(s)
will be recorded on the Determinafion-Precinct Mol Recountabie form

c. Complete the General Informiation and Recountability Checks section
and sign the Recount Siatement of Refums form.

B. Recount vofes

1. Emvelope Ballois
a. Check the Ballot Summary to determine if any envelope ballots were
cast. Ask the County Board of Canvassers representafive if the ballot
wias countbed.
b. Verify the envelope ballot was properly s=sled in & ballot container.
c. Add ballot o the recount pile.

2. Late Returm Ballots
a. Check to see if any late refurn (signature cure or MOVE) ballots were cast
Ask the County Board of Canvassers representative if the ballot was
counted.
b. Werfy the ballot was properly sesled in & ballot container.
c. Add the ballot to the recount pils.

3. Duplicate Ballois
a. Check the Criginal Ballot envelope and Ballot Surmmary to defermine if
any ballot required duplication
b. H found, find the associated duplicates in the tabulated ballots.
o Werfy proper duplication.

4. Recount Returns

a. One recount team member reads the vote while the other reviews and
places in the pile both members agree upon. There will be seversal piles,
one for each candidate {or yes/no seleciion) on the ballot, and one for all
"Others" (owver votes, under votes, write-ins, etc ).

b. Tally wote totals — using the same method to determine recountability,
use a common mdlitiplier (10, 20, 25, ete.) and count the ballofs in 2ach
pile. Record the tally for each candidate and the fotal number of valid
write-ins on the recount certification form. Do mot count the *Cither” pile,
there are no valid votes in that pile, and it need not be counted.

c. Complete the Envelope Ballots, Late Return Ballots, Duplicate Ballots,
Challenges, Ballot Container Resealing, and Recount Returns sections
and sign the Recount Sisfement of Refums form.

C. Validity Standards

1. Optical Scan — Review Handout
2. Determining a Valid Write-In — Review Handout
i. Sfraight Parly — when awarding votes in a geneml elecfion, parfizan
race, on ballots containing the Straight Party race. “ou would look to
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the race being recounted first — see if there is a wvoie in that race.
Direct wotes override any Streight Party choices unless it is an invalid
write-im. [ the vote in the race is determined to be an invalid write-in,
the vote in the Straight Party is swarded accordingly and placed in
appropriste pile. If imvalid write-in or no vote in the race being
recounted and no vote is found in the Streight Party then the ballot is
considered an ‘other' or no valid vote for the race in question and
placed in appropriate ‘other’ pile.

i. Crossover — when awsardin &5 in & prmary elecfion, parfizan race,
thie ballots must first be revigwed for crossover votes (votes appearing
in both partisan columns). If only invalid write-ins are found to have
caused the crossover votes aoross the entire ballot and there is & wvalid
wote in the race being considered, the vote is awarded accordingly and
placed in the appropriate pile. If & valid crossover vote is found when
reviewing the entire ballot, the ballet is considerad an “other” or no valid
wote fior the race in guastion and placed in the appropriste ‘other' pile.

V. Challenge Process

A Two represaentatives of each candidate will be allowed fo observe the work of
each recountability'recount team; one of which will be designaied as thea
spokesperson. This count does not include the candidate or legal representative.

1. Candidates and their represantatives may not touch ballots, seals,
pollbooks, stafements of votes or recount docurnents.

2. It i= the responsibility of the designated spokesperson fo woice hislhar
intent to challenge to & member of the recountability/recount team at the
time that the decizion fo recount the precinct iz made or the vole on 5
ballot iz awarded fo & candidafe, or "yasz” or 'no” on & proposzsl.

3 Decisions made by a recountabilityrecount team will not be revisited for
the purpose of entering a challenge.

B. All challenges will be fully documented at the fime that the challenge is made.

1. At that time. a repressntative of the State Board of Canvassers should
be called over to provide & Challenge Exhibit form. A Ghalienge Exhibif
form will b2 completed by 2 member of the recountabilityrecount team
rmiember and will contain the following information:

Team Decision
Office or Proposition
Township or City of
WardPrecinct £
E:zhibit #

Reason for Challenge
Challenged by

2. The completed Challenge Exhibit form will then be given to the
challenger to review for accuracy.
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# |f the chsllenger agreses with the information helshe will be
asked to sign the form on the designated line.

# |f the challenger disagrees with any of the information a
representative of the Board of State Canvassers will be
summoned, and the necessary comections will be made, and the
challenger will be asked to sign the form on the designated line.

3. Each challemged ballot will be secured inside an exhibit envelops with
the completed and signed Challenge Exhibit form affixed to the outside;
the envelope will be sealed with an official red paper saszl that has been
initialed by two recount t2am members, The sealed exhibit envelope will
then be placed along with the other ballofs cast according to the recowni
team’s decision.

4. All Challenge Exhibit forms and envelopes will be retained by the

representafive of the Board of State Canvassers — do nof seal into the
biallot container.

C. All challenges will be presented to the County Board of Canvassers when

counting is completed, and the board of canvassers will make a decision on all
challenges before the conclusion of the recount

1. Each candidate or & representative will be given the opporbunity to
present arguments fo support their challenge(s) or to withdraw any or
gll challenges.

2. Decisions made by County Board of Canvassers may be appealad to
the representative of the Board of State Canvassers.

3. Decisions made by the representative of the Board of State Canvassers
may be appesled to the Board of State Canvassers at the board's next
meeting. A petition must be filed disagreeing with the representative’s
dacision before the completion of the recount by the board of county
canvassers, The pefifion must specify the substance of the challenge
and request a de novo review by the Board of State Canvassers. The
Board of State Canvassers shall accept petitions for a de novo review
only of challenges that concem the determination of how a specific vote
on a ballet for & candidate or for or against a ballot question is counted.

4. The intent fo appeal fo the Board of State Canvassers must be cleady
stated at the meeting at which the representative of the Board of State
Canvassers renders & decision; at that time, the intent to appesal will be
docurmented on a Ghallenge Exhibit form and in the official board
minutes.

5. All challenged ballots with appesled ballots segregated will be refurnad
to the exhibit envelope and the envelope will be resealed with am official
red paper seal, The Challenge Exhibil formi(s) and sealed envelope(s)
willl then be delivered by a representative of the Board of State
Canvassers to the Buresu of Elections im Lansing.

Recount Manual | 31
April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections




V. Conclusion of Recount (Please refer to the Post Recount Meeting Agenda for
plete procedures)
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Recount Under the Authority of the Board of State Canvassers
Post-Recount Meesting Agenda
A. Meeting of the County Board of Canvassers

1. Summary presented: A summary of the recount procsedings will be
presented by & representafive of the Bosard of State Canvassers which will
includa:

# Total number of precincts included in the orginal petition
Total number of precincts incleded in the counter-petition (f
applicable)

Total number of precincts determined to be recountable
Total number of precincts determined not to be recountable
Original vole resulis

Recount voie results

2. Challenges presented: A representiative of the Board of State
Canvassers will present any challenges to the Board.

3. Oral arguments: Each candidate or 8 representative will be given the
opporiunity to present oral sarguments to support their challenge(s).

4. Motion to affirmi: A representative of the Board of State Canvassers
will ask the County Board of Canvassers for 2 motion the board to affirm
thie recount team decision or &ffirm the challenge.

5. Opportunity to appeal: Decisions made by County Board of
Canvassers may be appealed to the representative of the Board of
State Canvassers.

G. Final cpportunity to appeal: Decisions made by the reprasentative of
the Board of State Canvassers may be appesled to the Board of State
Canvassears at the board’s next meaeting.

7. Intent to appeal: The intent to appeal to the Board of State
Canvassers must be clearly stated at the meeting at which the
representative of the Boerd of State Canvassers renders a decision; at
that time, the intent to appeal will be documented on the “Challenge
Exhibit” form(s} and in the official board minutes.

8. Challenged Ballots - If appesaled, the ballot will be returned to the
exhibit envelope and the envelope will be resesled with an official red
paper seal; the ssaled envelope will then be deliverad by &
representative of the Board of State Canvassers to the Bureaw of
Elzcticns im Lansing.

8. Other Challenges - If appealad, the "Challenge Exhibit” fiorm will be
delivered by a representative of the Board of State Canvassers to the
Bureau of Elections in Lansing.
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10.Final cbjections: Each candidate or their represantstive will ba gven a
final opporiunity to enter any statements or objections to the record,

E. Reguest for a “Motion to Accept”

1. A motion to accept the recount results as entered on the “Recount
Statermnent of WVaotes” as the official vote for the office or proposal
{pending any amendrments ordered by the Board of State Canvassers
in the event of an appeal} will be made by the County Board of
Canmvassaers.

2. Af the adjournment of the mesating, the ballots will ke returmed to the
exhibit envelope and the envelope will be resealed with an official red
paper seal; The “Challenge Exhibit” formis) and sealed envelops(s) will
be held slong with all ather ballots and recount materials (other than
thicse retsined by a representative of the Board of State Canvassers
pending further appeal) will be held in a secure fashion as specified
under stafute. The final report on the cutcome of 2 recount is to be
rmigde svailable to the public following certification by the board of
canvassers. (MCL 162,575, 163.282):

168875 Recount; completion; deadline; exception; return .
Sec. BTH.

1) Except as otharwise pravided in subsaction (2], all recounts must be completed for a
primary alection not laber than the faentieth day and far any other slection not kaler than the
thirtisth day imimediataly following the last day far fling pebbans,

12) Except as otharwise pravided in this subsection, f & recount ireolves the resull of an
alpction as 1o the alectars of President and Viee Presidant of the United States the recsund
rmust ba completed and cafified bafare 3 pom. on the sikth day befare the dabe an which the
alpsiors for President and Vice Prasident of the United States are jo convans under sactian
47. f a rescount invoking the result of an alection as 1o the slecbars of President and Viee
Prazident of the Uniled States canrat ba completed and cadified bafare 3 pom. on the sich
day bedore the date an which the electors far President and Vioe President of the Uniled
States are jo conwene mder section 47 becawse of a gavernment-declared emerpency ar
court ardear, that recount must be completed as soan e possible, bt ot later than 11:59
p.me on the secand day befone the date on which the sectars for President and Wice

Praziden: of the Uniled Statas are o coneene under seaclion 47.

3] A= soon as the mecount is completed, the board shall return any ballots ta the respactie
caontainers and zeal the containers. The board shall then relum the ballols and elactian
rmaterials to the individuals having the care and custody aof those ilems.

168_892 Board of county canvassers; return of recount to board of state
canvassers; certification of resulis; final report; public.

Bes, B2

The boards af county canvassers shall immediately retum the results of the recount o the board of
stabe camsEssers. The baard of stale camneas=zers shall campile the reburns and oarify e resull The
refurns made by the boards of county canvassers of any recaunt e copside el e camacs,
rabwithetanding anyihing in e previous relum of any boasrd of sleclion inspecion or any caunty
canvassing board o the contrary. The final report on the resul®s of any recount must be open ta
public irepacion immadiataly Tolowing carificaton by the baard aof stabe carvassans,
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B. Candidates or recount petition sponsors may address the board and recount
teamis, if desired.

C. Public Comment

0. Meeting Adjourned by County Board of Canvassers
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CHALLENGE EXHIBIT ENVELOPE/FORM

EXHIBIT #: COUNTY: DATE:

Township/City or Village of: Precinct #:
(Cirele ong)

OFFICE OR PROPOSAL:

TEAM DECISION:

REASON FOR CHALLENGE:

Date:

Signature of Challenger

Representing:

(Candidate/Yes or No of Proposal)

RULING BY COUNTY BOARD OF CANVASSERS:
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Michigan Bureau of
Elections Updated
March 2025

Instructions to Recountability and Recount Team Members
For recount team member reference

A. Role of Recount Team

1. Determine Recountability - To determine the recountability of precinct(s) and
to unseal ballot containers.
a. Recountability team members will direct any and all procedural
guestions to a representative of the Board of State Canvassers.
b. Ballot Security
i. Visual check of the container for rips, tears, broken zippers, etc.
ii. Verify proper sealing of the container
iii. Compare seal number to what is recorded in the pollbook — if
no match, then check the container certificate
iv. If the above check out, open the ballot container and proceed to
section 2. If not, is there a satisfactory explanation in a sworn
affidavit showing the security of the ballots was preserved is
provided by an election inspector, a clerk, or a member of the
clerk’s staff to the board? If yes, proceed to section 2. If no
satisfactory explanation, proceed to 3(b).

2. Physical Ballot Count

a. Review the Pollbook for the number of voters and/or number of
ballots tabulated. Check if the precinct was certified as out of balance
during the county canvass.

i. If reviewing a ballot container with more than one AVCB pct. —
sort the ballots into the correct AVCB pct. before proceeding.
ii. If reviewing a ballot container with more than one EV pct. —sort
the ballots into the correct EV pct. before proceeding.
iii. If reviewing a precinct with 2-page ballots — count only the first
page — return page 2 ballots to the container

b. Using a common multiplier (10, 20, 25, etc.), count the ballots by
having one member of the count team verbally count the ballot while
handing it to the other member for verification. This is a methodical
process, no thumbing of corners, lift the ballots and set back down
while counting.

c. If the number counted matches the number of voters and/or number
of ballots tabulated, or if the precinct was certified as out of balance
during the county canvass remains out of balance by an identical or
fewer number of ballots, proceed to section 3(a). Note: review the
pollbook for explained discrepancies, i.e. envelope ballots, empty AV
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envelopes, other remarks. If the numbers do not match, a recount may

still be performed if a satisfactory explanation in a sworn affidavit

showing the security of the ballots was preserved is provided by an
election inspector, a clerk, or a member of the clerk’s staff to the
board.

d. If not, recount the ballots.

i. If the second count still does not match the number of voters and/or

number of ballots tabulated or if the precinct was certified as out of

balance during the county canvass and still does not remain out of
balance by an identical or fewer number of ballots, and there is no

satisfactory explanation, proceed to 3(b).

ii. If the second count does match, a third count must be performed.
1. If the third count matches or remains out of balance by an
identical or fewer number of ballots to the certified number,
proceed to 3(a).

2. If the third count does not match/remain out of balance as
certified, and there is no satisfactory explanation, proceed to
3(b).

3. Determination of Recountability
a. If precinct is recountable — Recount team publicly announces that
the precinct is recountable and proceeds to recounting valid votes.
b. If precinct is not recountable — Recount team publicly announces
that the precinct is unrecountable. Original election results stand;
reason(s) will be recorded on the Determination-Precinct Not
Recountable form
c. Complete the General Information and Recountability Checks section
and sign the Recount Statement of Returns form.

B. Recount votes
1. Envelope Ballots
a. Check the Ballot Summary to determine if any envelope ballots were
cast. Ask the County Board of Canvassers representative if the ballot
was counted.
b. Verify the envelope ballot was properly sealed in a ballot container.
c. Add ballot to the recount pile.
2. Late Return Ballots
a. Check to see if any late return (signature cure or MOVE) ballots were
cast. Ask the County Board of Canvassers representative if the ballot
was counted.
b. Verify the ballot was properly sealed in a ballot container.
c. Add ballot to the recount pile.
3. Duplicate Ballots
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a. Check the Original Ballot envelope and Ballot Summary to determine
if any ballot required duplication
b. If found, find the associated duplicates in the tabulated ballots.
c. Verify proper duplication.

4. Recount Returns
a. One recount team member reads the vote while the other reviews
and places in the pile both members agree upon. There will be several
piles, one for each candidate on the ballot (or yes/no selection), and
one for all “Others” (over votes, under votes, write-ins, etc.).
b. Tally vote totals — using the same method to determine
recountability, use a common multiplier (10, 20, 25, etc.) and count the
ballots in each pile. Record the tally for each candidate and the total
number of valid write-ins on the recount certification form. Do not
count the “Other” pile, there are no valid votes in that pile, and it need
not be counted.
c. Complete the Envelope Ballots, Late Return Ballots, Duplicate Ballots,
Challenges, Ballot Container Resealing, and Recount Returns sections
and sign the Recount Statement of Returns form.
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RECOUNT STATEMENT OF RETURNMNS

Office/Proposal: District/Circuit

County: CityMownship: Precinct:

ITEMI GENERAL INFORMATION

1} Mumber of voters per Poll Book (Minus Envelope Ballofs):

2} Ballot contziner seal number [Foll Eook/Sisfermeant of Voles/Balio! Confainer Certificate):

ITEMII RECOUNTABILITY CHECKS

Eallot Security
1} Isthe seal placed on the ballot contsiner so that ballots cannot b= remowed
or added without breaking the seal or damaging the container? O es O Mo

2} Do=s the number on the seal agree with the Poll Book, Statement of Votes
ar Container Cerificate? O%es O Mo

3} Does the number of ballois agres with the number of voters showmn in the
Poll Book andlor Staternent of Votes or was the precinet cerified as out of balancs
and ramains cut of balance by an identical or fewsr number of ballots? OYes 0O Mo

Determination — Ref EORM INSTRUCTIONS
4} Is the precinct recountable? Consider any swom satisfactony sxplanation showing
the security of the ballots was presernved.
O%Yes O No

If *Yes" — Sign below and proceed to ITEM NI

if *Mo” — Sign below and complete: 1) "DETERMINATION — PRECINCT HOT RECSUNTAEBLE® form, 2)
ITEM ¥V, and 3) ITEM VI.

X

(Recownt Tesm MemberBosrd of Canvasser Assist) (Recount Team MMemberBosrd af Canvesser AssiE)

ITEM I  ENVELCOPE BALLOTS [Compiete only & one or more "envelope” ballots were counfed duning fhe

E-dsy review penod)
1} s the s=al placed on the ballet confainer so that ballots cannot be remowved or
sdded without breaking the seal or damaging the contziner? O Yes O Mo
2} Does the number on the seal found on the container agree with the numbsr
recarded an the Ballot Container Certificste? O%es O Mo
2} Are the "envelope” ballots recountabls? L L OYes O Mo
Cornments:
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ITEM Y LATE RETURH BALLOTS (Complele aonly i one or more signsfure cure or WOVE baliols were
coutted dunng the rewew penod)

1} Is the s=al placed on the ballet confainer so that ballots cannot be removed or

Fdded without breaking the s=al or damaging the container? 0 Yes O Mo
2} Dhoes the numiber on the seal found on the container agree with the numbser

recarded on the Ballot Container Certificata’ O%es O Mo
2} Are the “late return” ballots recountable? O Yes O Mo
Cormments:

ITEMV  DUFLICATE BALLOTS
17 Were one or more ballots duplicated? OYes O Mo

if *¥es”, refer to FORM INSTRUCTIONS — DUPLICATED BALLOTS.
If “*Ma”, procesd o ITEM V.

ITEM VI CHALLENGES
1) Were any decisions of the recount feam challenged? O Yes O Mo

21 1§ ™¥es" wers all challznges properdy documsnted? O%es O Mo

ITEM Wil BALLOT CONTAINER RESEALING - R=tumn all ballot=s to the ballet container. Record the new seal
numbsr below, in the Poll Book and on the Ballot Container Cedificate. (MOTE: Do not s=al CHALLENGED

EXHIBIT ENVELOPE(S) containing ballats in the ballet container.)

Ballot container resealed with 523l number
TEM Wl RECCOUNT RETURM S

Enrer names of candidares below or “Yes" and “No" if ENTER RECOUNT
Fecounting a proposal TOTALS
X
[Recoun! Tesm IfembenBoard of Canvasser ASSIsL) [Fecount Teem IdemberBosrd of Canvasser A5sist
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DETERMINATION — PRECINCTNOT RECOUNTABLE

Office/Proposal District/Circuit Political Party

County City/Township Precinct

On ! 20 the above referenced precinct was found to be not recountable for the

following reason(s):

X X

(Recount Team Member/Board of Canvasser Asst.) (Recount Team Member/Board of Canvasser Asst)

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections

Recount Manual | 42




RECOUNT STATEMENT OF PRECINCTS

Statement of recount in the County of of the votes cast atthe

election held on the, v of 20 for the office of

({f partisan Primary, insert party)

Step 1) Enter the name of each candidate or the “Yes™ and “No™ for the proposal in the boxes at the top of the “RECOUNT
RESULTS” columns. Step 2) Enter the name of each city/township or village being recounted in the far left column followed
by the ward/precinct number. Step 3) Enter the recount vote totals for each candidate or the “Yes™ and “No™ for the proposal.
NOTE: If the precinct is not recountable, enter the original vote total as reflected on the County Canvass Report.

City or Township of | Ward Pret. RECOUNT RESULTS

TOTAL (or if Sub- ] 0 0 ] 0 0
total to be carried

forward to next page)
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County of

We certify that the foregoing is a correct statement of the recount of the votes cast at the

Election held on the day of 20

for the office of

(If Primary, insert party)

In witness, we have set our hands at the (City, Township or Village) of

in said county and state,
this day of 20

(Seal) ) Board of

) County
) Canvassers

Clerk of the Board of County Canvassers

STATE OF MICHIGAN

County of

We certify that the foregoing copy of the Recount Statement of Precincts in the County of
of the votes cast at the Election held on the

day of .20 for the office of

(If Primary, insert party)

and the attached Certificate are correct transcripts of the originals of such statement and certificate which
are on file in the office of the County Clerk.

In witness, we have set our hands and affixed the seal of the Circuit

(Seal) Court for the County of
this dayof J20 _
County Clerk

Chairman of the Board of County Canvassers

AFFIX OFFICIAL SEAL WERE INDICATED ABOVE
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County of

We certify that the foregoing is a correct statement of the recount of the votes cast at the

Election held on the day of 20

for the office of

(If Primary, insert party)

In witness, we have set our hands at the (City, Township or Village) of

in said county and state,
this day of 20

(Seal) ) Board of

) County
) Canvassers

)

Clerk of the Board of County Canvassers

STATE OF MICHIGAN

County of

We certify that the foregoing copy of the Recount Statement of Precincts in the County of

of the votes cast at the Election held on the

day of .20 for the office of

(If Primary, insert party)

and the attached Certificate are correct transcripts of the originals of such statement and certificate which
are on file in the office of the County Clerk.

In witness, we have set our hands and affixed the seal of the Circuit

(Seal) Court for the County of
this__ dayof L20
County Clerk

Chairman of the Board of County Canvassers

AFFIX OFFICIAL SEAL WERE INDICATED ABOVE
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AFFIDAVIT DEMONSTRATING PRESERVATION OF BALLOT SECURITY

l, , certify that the reason the
{Mame of Election Inspector/clerk/clerk staff member)

, is not satisfied because
Istate recount criteria from MCL 168.871(1) that is not satisfied)

(explain reason and why it does not adversely affect ballot security)

By signing this affidavit, | swear that the statements made above are true.

Signature

Date

To be completed by Notary:

Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of , 20

| certify that the person named above has completed the ahove in my presence and is affirming
that ballot security has been preserved.

Name of Notary:

Signature of Notary:
County of Commission;: acting in the county of:
My commission expires. date of notarization:
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Instructions:

To fill in the section asking “state recount criteria from MCL 168.871(1) that is not satisfied”
note that the recount criteria in MCL 168.871(1) addresses proper sezling and seal number
matching and precinct balancing. Specifically, the statute requires that:

1. The ballots are properly segled in a ballot container, in 2 manner that does not allow a
ballot to be added to or removed from the ballot container, and the seal number on the
seal is accurately recorded in the poll book, on the ballot container certificate, or on the
statement of results.

AMD
2. One of the following ocours:

® The precinct is in balance by matching the number of ballots to be recounted and
the number of ballots issued in the precinct as shown in the poll book, the number
of ballots tabulated as shown on the tabulator tape, or the number of ballots cast as
shown by the county canvass.

QR

* The precinct was certified as out of balance during the county canvass and remains
out of balance by an identical or fewer number of ballots after review during the
recount.

Choose which circumstance abowve is not satisfied.

To fill in the section asking “explain reason and why reason does not adversely affect ballot
security,” note that MCL 168.871(2) states that a recount may still be conducted “if a
satisfactory explanation in a sworn affidavit, in a form as prescribed by the secretary of state, is
provided by an election inspector, a clerk, or a member of the clerk’s staff to the board of
canvassers. An explanation must not be accepted by a board of canvassers as satisfactory
unless the explanation documents that the security of the ballots is otherwise preserved.”

A satisfactory explanation could include an explanation of human error, such as a broken seal
during transit or a discrepancy that is specifically explained in the poll book remarks.
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