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I. Recount overview 

A recount is the process by which the final precinct and county vote totals 

reported at the completion of the canvass may be once again retabulated 

and checked for accuracy. A recount is an administrative process limited to 

determining the number of votes cast on ballots for each candidate seeking 

a particular office or determining the number of votes cast for or against a 

ballot question. 

A candidate or ballot question committee may petition for a recount. If a 

board of canvassers receives a petition to conduct an investigation or an 

audit of the conduct of an election, a petition to assess the qualifications of 

electors participating in an election or the manner in which ballots are 

applied for or issued to electors, or a petition to do anything other than 

determine the number of votes cast, the board of canvassers must deny that 

petition. Petitioning for a recount is discussed in detail in Section II. 

Under certain circumstances, recounts can be conducted without the filing of 

a petition. Unless the losing candidate or ballot question committee files a 

written statement with the Secretary of State requesting that the recount 

not be conducted within 48 hours of the election’s certification, recounts are 

conducted automatically for certain statewide candidates and ballot 

questions and state senate and state representative elections when the 

outcome is determined by narrow vote differentials.1  

Authority to conduct a recount 

The Board of Canvassers with authority to conduct a requested recount 

depends on the office or ballot question for which a recount is sought. The 

county board of canvassers is responsible for conducting recounts of: 

• County, city, township, village, and school district elections; 

• Probate Judge elections in single county districts; 

• Municipal Court Judge elections; and 

• County, city, township, village, and school ballot question results. 

 
1 Statewide primary or election determined by a vote differential of 0.1% or less of the total 

number of votes cast in that statewide election (unless it is a partisan office where more 

than 1 individual is elected); state senate elections, other than a primary, determined by a 

vote differential of 75 votes or less; and state representative elections, other than a 

primary, determined by 25 votes or less. MCL 168.880a. 
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The Board of State Canvassers is responsible for conducting recounts of: 

• Statewide elections; 

• United States Senator elections; 

• United States Representative elections; 

• State Legislature elections; 

• Judicial elections, except for Probate Judge in single county districts 

and Municipal Court Judge elections; and 

• Statewide ballot questions. 

II. Petitioning to conduct a recount 

Candidates and ballot question committees may petition for a recount.2 

Recount petitions must be filed using the appropriate form under MCL 

168.865. The petition must be filed either with the Secretary of State or with 

the clerk of the jurisdiction whose board of canvassers conducted the 

canvass.3 A petition for a recount by the Board of State Canvassers must be 

received no later than 5 p.m. of the second day after the day the Board of 

State Canvassers certifies the results of the election. A petition for a recount 

by a board of county canvassers must be filed within 48 hours after the 

certification of the canvass by the board of county canvassers.4 

The petition must be signed and notarized and include the following: 

• The candidate’s name and address or the ballot question committee 

representative’s name.  

• The state or county board of canvassers being petitioned. 

 
2 If a state senatorial race is determined by a vote differential of 500 votes or less or a state 

representative race is determined by a vote differential of 200 votes or less, the chairperson 

of a state political party may petition for a recount of the votes on behalf of a candidate in 

that race in the same manner as the candidate. MCL 168.879. If a ballot question 

committee did not participate in an election in which there was a ballot question on the 

ballot, any elector who voted in that election may file a recount petition in the place of a 

ballot question committee and the Secretary of State must modify the ballot question 

committee petition for a recount as appropriate to allow the elector to file a recount petition 

or counter petition. MCL 168.863; MCL 168.865(5). 
3 For school district elections, recount petitions must be filed with the clerk of the board of 

county canvassers that certified the result of the school district election. MCL 168.866(2). 
4 If the deadline for filing a recount petition or counter recount petition with a board of 

county canvassers falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the petition may be filed on 

the next succeeding business day. MCL 168.868(4). 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-168-865-amended
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-168-865-amended
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• The office or ballot question and election for which a recount is sought. 

• A statement that the candidate is aggrieved and has a good-faith 

belief that but for the error the candidate would have had a reasonable 

chance of winning the election; or that the ballot question committee 

has a good-faith belief that but for the error the result would have 

been the opposite. 

• All the precincts, absent voter counting board precincts, and early 

voting precincts to be recounted. 

• An explanation of the error in the canvass or returns of votes. 

• The amount of the enclosed deposit. 

• The candidate or ballot question committee representative’s signature 

and date of signing. 

A candidate, ballot question committee, or elector may withdraw a recount 

petition at any time.  

Required deposit 

The statutorily required deposit must be submitted with the recount petition. 

MCL 168.867; MCL 168.881. The deposit amount5 is $50 for each precinct in 

which a recount of the votes is demanded, except in the following 

circumstances, where the deposit amount is determined by the vote 

differential: 

• Only one candidate is to be elected, and the official canvass of votes 

shows the number of votes separating the winning candidate and the 

petitioner is more than 75 votes or 5% of the total number of votes 

cast in the race, whichever is greater, the deposit is $500 for each 

precinct requested to be recounted. 

• Only one candidate is to be elected, and the official canvass of votes 

shows the number of votes separating the winning candidate and the 

petitioner is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the total number of votes 

cast in the race, whichever is greater, the deposit is $250 for each 

precinct requested to be recounted.  

• More than one candidate is to be elected to the office and the office 

and the official canvass of votes shows that the number of votes 

separating the winning candidate who received the least number of 

 
5 Beginning January 1, 2027, and every 4 years thereafter, the required deposit amount will 

be adjusted in reference to the Consumer Price Index. MCL 168.867(8); MCL 168.881(16). 
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votes and the petitioner is more than 75 votes or 5% of the sum of the 

number of votes received by the two candidates, whichever is greater, 

the deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted. 

• More than one candidate is to be elected to the office and the office 

and the official canvass of votes shows that the number of votes 

separating the winning candidate who received the least number of 

votes and the petitioner is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the sum of 

the number of votes received by the two candidates, whichever is 

greater, the deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be 

recounted.   

• In a statewide election for statewide office determined by a vote 

differential of more than 4,000 votes, the deposit is $500 for each 

precinct requested to be recounted. 

• In a statewide election for statewide office determined by a vote 

differential of more than 2,000 votes and less than 4,001 votes, the 

deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.    

• In a statewide primary election for statewide office determined by a 

vote differential of more than 1,400 votes, the deposit is $500 for each 

precinct requested to be recounted.    

• In a statewide primary election for statewide office determined by a 

vote differential of more than 700 votes and less than 1,401 votes, the 

deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.    

• In a state senate election, other than a state senate primary, 

determined by a vote differential of more than 150 votes, the deposit 

is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.  

• In a state senate election, other than a state senate primary, 

determined by a vote differential of more than 75 votes and less than 

151 votes, the deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be 

recounted.    

• In a state representative election, other than a state representative 

primary election, determined by a vote differential of more than 50 

votes, the deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted. 

• In a state representative election, other than a state representative 

primary election, determined by a vote differential of more than 25 

votes and less than 51 votes, the deposit is $250 for each precinct 

requested to be recounted.    
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• In a ballot question vote determined by a vote differential between the 

“yes” and “no” votes that is more than 75 votes or 5% of the total 

number of votes cast on the ballot question, whichever is greater, the 

deposit is $500 for each precinct requested to be recounted.  

• In a ballot question vote determined by a vote differential between the 

“yes” and “no” votes that is more than 50 votes or 0.5% of the total 

number of votes cast on the ballot question, whichever is greater, the 

deposit is $250 for each precinct requested to be recounted.    

The recount deposit is refunded when: 

• The recount results in the candidate seeking the recount being elected 

to office, or results in the results of the ballot question being changed. 

• A precinct is not recountable.6 

• When a petition for a recount is withdrawn and the recount process for 

a precinct has not yet begun. (Precincts where recounting has already 

started before withdrawal are not refunded). 

If the recount does not result in a change in the election or ballot question’s 

outcome, the deposit is retained by the county.7 

Note that unless the losing candidate or ballot question committee files a 

written statement with the Secretary of State requesting that the recount 

not be conducted within 48 hours of the election’s certification, recounts are 

conducted automatically for certain statewide candidates and ballot 

questions and state senate and state representative elections when the 

outcome is determined by narrow vote differentials.8 When a recount is 

conducted automatically, no deposit is required.    

Recount notice and opportunity for counter petition 

Within 24 hours of receiving a recount petition and required deposit, the 

Secretary of State or clerk of the board of county canvassers receiving the 

petition must give notice of the petition’s filing to the ballot question 

 
6 Determining recountability is discussed in detail in Section III. 
7 The clerk of the board of county canvassers pays the deposit to the treasurer of the 

county, MCL 168.867(10), or if the deposit is paid to the Secretary of State, the Secretary 

of State pays the treasurer of each county its proportionate share of the deposit based on 

the number of recounted precincts in the county, MCL 168.881(17). 
8 Statewide primary or election determined by a vote differential of 0.1% or less of the total 

number of votes cast in that statewide election (unless it is a partisan office where more 

than 1 individual is elected); state senate elections, other than a primary, determined by a 

vote differential of 75 votes or less; and state representative elections, other than a 

primary, determined by 25 votes or less. MCL 168.880a. 
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committee and to the two candidates who were nominated or elected with 

the lowest number of votes and to the two candidates who received the 

largest number of votes without being nominated or elected.9 It is good 

practice, but not required, that the county clerk also notify any other 

candidates involved in the election. 

A candidate or ballot question committee may submit a counter petition for a 

recount using the form prescribed by MCL 168.865.10 A counter petition must 

be received within 48 hours of the submission of the original recount petition 

and is subject to all the same requirements as the original recount petition. 

The deposit for the counter-petition is calculated using the vote totals of the 

candidate originally seeking the recount, not the vote totals of the candidate 

filing the counter-petition. If a counter-petition for a recount is filed, and the 

original recount does not change the results of the election, the counter-

petitioner’s deposit is refunded. 

A candidate, ballot question committee, or elector may withdraw a counter 

recount petition at any time.  

Objections to a recount petition 

An opposing candidate or ballot question committee may file objections to a 

recount petition—objections must be filed not later than 48 hours after the 

original recount petition is filed. 

The county board of canvassers or Board of State Canvassers—whichever is 

conducting the recount—must notify the petitioner and the objecting 

candidate or ballot question committee of the date of the meeting at which it 

will consider the objections. Both the recount petitioner and the objecting 

candidate or ballot question committee may present oral and/or written 

arguments on the objections raised at the meeting. Written arguments must 

be submitted to the relevant board before the meeting. 

The relevant board must rule on the objections not later than 4 calendar 

days following the deadline to file objections to the recount petition. MCL 

168.868(3); MCL 168.882(3). 

 
9 Failure to give notice of a recount petition as required does not affect the results of the 

recount. MCL 168.868(4); MCL 168.882(4) 
10 If a ballot question committee did not participate in an election in which a ballot question 

is on the ballot, any elector who voted in that election may file a recount counter petition in 

the same manner as provided for a ballot question committee.  
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III. Conducting the recount 

A local recount cannot begin until the board of county canvassers confirms 

with the Secretary of State that no petition has been filed requesting a 

recount by the Board of State Canvassers of ballots cast in the same district. 

When recount petitions are filed requesting a recount by both a board of 

county canvassers and the Board of State Canvassers, the recount cannot 

begin until the Board of State Canvassers provides instructions to the board 

of county canvassers.  

When part or all of a county’s precincts are part of a recount supervised by 

the Board of State Canvassers, Bureau of Elections staff will supervise all 

state and local recounts in the county. If no precinct in a county is part of a 

recount supervised by the Board of State Canvassers, the recount is handled 

by the county clerk’s staff.11 

When a recount petition is filed with the Secretary of State the Bureau of 

Elections coordinates the recount and immediately contacts the clerks of the 

counties involved to preserve the ballots.   

Timing of the recount 

Beginning the recount 

A recount cannot begin until the staff carrying out the recount is identified, 

and the staff carrying out the recount depends on whether the recount will 

be local only or involve the state. Accordingly, the deadlines for statewide 

recounts and local recounts must pass before the recount can begin.   

The deadline for statewide recounts is not later than 5 p.m. of the second 

day after the day the Board of State Canvassers certifies the results of the 

election. 

The deadline for local recounts is 48 hours after the certification of the 

canvass by the board of county canvassers.12 

If a petition has been filed requesting a recount by the Board of State 

Canvassers in the same district, the recount cannot begin until the board of 

county canvassers receives instructions from the Board of State Canvassers. 

 
11 See Section I for details about when the Board of State Canvassers or the county board of 

canvassers conducts the recount.  
12 If the deadline for filing a recount petition or counter recount petition with a board of 

county canvassers falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the petition may be filed on 

the next succeeding business day. MCL 168.868(4). 
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However, a recount of ballots cast at any city, ward, township, or village 

election may begin if the ballots cast at that election are not sealed in the 

same ballot containers with the state and county offices. 

Completion deadline 

If the recount involves the result of an election of the President and Vice 

President of the United States: 

• The recount must be completed and certified before 3 p.m. on the 

sixth day before the date on which the electors for President and Vice 

President of the United States are to convene under MCL 168.47. 

• If a recount involving the result of an election as to the electors of 

President and Vice President of the United States cannot be completed 

and certified before 3 p.m. on the sixth day before the date on which 

the electors for President and Vice President of the United States are 

to convene under MCL 168.47 because of a government-declared 

emergency or court order, that recount must be completed as soon as 

possible, but not later than 11:59 p.m. on the second day before the 

date on which the electors for President and Vice President of the 

United States are to convene under MCL 168.47. 

If the recount is of a primary election: must be completed by the 20th day 

after the recount petition deadline. 

If the recount is for any other election: must be completed by the 30th day 

after the recount petition deadline. MCL 168.875. 

A recount will not be delayed even if the Michigan Supreme Court is 

considering a complaint for mandamus brought by a presidential or vice 

presidential candidate aggrieved by the Board of State Canvassers’ 

certification or determination of the election result. MCL 168.845a.  

Recount process 

When requested by the board of canvassers conducting the recount, the 

individual in charge of the ballot containers and necessary election materials 

for each precinct referred to in the recount petition must bring the ballot 

containers and election materials to the board of canvassers conducting the 

recount. The board of canvassers conducting the recount first determines 

which precincts are recountable, discussed in detail in the following section. 

The original returns are taken as correct for any precincts that are not 

eligible for recount. 
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The board of canvassers conducting the recount is responsible for laying out 

the specific recount process. The recount must occur in a public place where 

the candidates or ballot question committees and their counsel may be 

present. The board determines: 

• Which assistants or staff members will conduct the recount. 

• Whether the recount will be conducted by hand, by electronic 

tabulation, or by a combination of the two methods.  

• Who will answer procedural questions from either staff or interested 

parties. 

• How challenges to the determination of assistants or staff will be 

recorded and resolved, in compliance with legally required procedures, 

detailed in the following subsection. 

Challenges 

Candidates and ballot question committees, their counsel, and other 

individuals checking the work of the recount clerks must be allowed to 

observe each ballot as it is called, take notes, and challenge the tabulation 

of any ballot. 

All ballots counted or rejected under challenge must be identified by an 

exhibit number, and challenges must be recorded. The board of canvassers 

must rule on all challenges before the conclusion of the recount. 

A candidate or ballot question committee may appeal the decision of a 

county board of canvassers to the representative designated by the Board of 

State Canvassers. Finally, a candidate or ballot question committee may 

petition the Board of State Canvassers for a de novo review of the challenge. 

The Board of State Canvassers will only accept petitions for de novo review 

of challenges that concern the determination of how a specific vote on a 

ballot for a candidate or for or against a ballot question is counted. 

The Board of State Canvassers will only hear the challenge and rule on it if 

the total number of challenges submitted could change the result of the 

election. If the Board of State Canvassers conducts a de novo review, it 

must notify all candidates and ballot question committees involved in the 

recount of the date of the meeting. Candidates and ballot question 

committees involved in the recount may present oral and written arguments 

on the challenges at the meeting.       
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Role of board members 

Because the board of canvassers conducting the recount is responsible for 

adjudicating disputes or challenges concerning the recount, board members 

should not take part in the physical handling or tabulation of ballots. 

Instead, board members should be present to supervise the process and 

available to adjudicate disputes or challenges as they arise.  

For more information regarding best practices for conducting recounts, 

please contact the Bureau of Elections.  

Determining recountability 

The only documents that may be used to determine whether a precinct may 

be recounted are the poll book, the poll lists, the statement of results, the 

ballot container certificate, the total ballots counted by a tabulator, the 

county canvass notations on the number of ballots and electors in the poll 

book, affidavits, and tabulator tapes. 

A precinct must be recounted if all the following are satisfied: 

• The ballots are properly sealed in a ballot container in a manner that 

does not allow a ballot to be added to, or removed from, the ballot 

container. 

• The seal number on the seal is accurately recorded in the poll book, on 

the ballot container certificate, or on the statement of results. 

• The precinct is in balance, which means the number of ballots to be 

recounted is the same as the number of ballots issued in the precinct 

as shown in the poll book, the number of ballots tabulated as shown 

on the tabulator tape, or the number of ballots cast as shown by the 

county canvass; or the precinct was certified as out of balance during 

the county canvass and remains out of balance by an identical or fewer 

number of ballots. 

A recount may be conducted even if the precinct does not satisfy the 

conditions mandating a recount if there is a satisfactory explanation in a 

sworn affidavit demonstrating that the security of the ballots is preserved. 

An explanation is satisfactory if the reason for the discrepancy does not 

affect the security of the ballots and demonstrates that a recount of the 

ballots will yield a reliable and accurate result. For example, a discrepancy 

that was caused by innocent human error and specifically explained in the 

poll book remarks.  
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If a precinct is not eligible for a recount, the original return of the votes for 

that precinct must be taken as correct. 

Cost of the recount 

If a board of county canvassers recounts the votes cast on a city, township, 

village or school office or on a question, the expense of conducting the 

recount is charged back to the local unit. The local unit is then responsible 

for paying the expenses to the county treasurer. MCL 168.869. 

Referral for investigation 

If a board of canvassers conducting a recount believes that any fraud or 

violation of the law has been committed in the canvass or return of the 

votes, the board must refer the matter for investigation. 

A board of county canvassers conducting a recount who believes an 

investigation is warranted refers the matter to the prosecuting attorney of 

the county. 

The Board of State Canvassers refers any matter it believes warrants 

investigation to the Attorney General. The Board of State Canvassers may 

only refer a matter for investigation if at least one member of each political 

party appointed to the board concurs in the decision to refer the matter for 

investigation.  

Any action taken in an investigation by a prosecuting attorney or the 

Attorney General does not preclude any official recount of the ballots.   



 

 
Recount Manual | 12 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

Appendix of forms 

  

Candidate Petion for a Recount 13 

Candidate Counter Petition for a Recount 15 

Ballot Question Committee Petition for a Recount 17 

Ballot Question Committee Counter Petition for a Recount 19 

Recount Deposit Worksheets 21 

Pre & Post Recount Meeting Agenda 27 

Challenge Exhibit Envelope/Form 36 

Instructions of Recountability and Recount Team Members 37 

Recount Statement of Returns  40 

Determination - Precinct Not Recountable 42 

Recount Statement of Precincts 43 

Affidavit Demonstrating Preservation of Ballot Security 46 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 13 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 
  



 

 
Recount Manual | 14 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 15 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 
  



 

 
Recount Manual | 16 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 
  



 

 
Recount Manual | 17 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 



 

 
Recount Manual | 18 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 19 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 20 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 
  



 

 
Recount Manual | 21 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 22 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 23 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 24 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 



 

 
Recount Manual | 25 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 26 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 27 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 28 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 29 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 30 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 31 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 



 

 
Recount Manual | 32 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 33 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 



 

 
Recount Manual | 34 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

   



 

 
Recount Manual | 35 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 



 

 
Recount Manual | 36 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

 
 

 

 

  



 

 
Recount Manual | 37 

April 2025 Michigan Bureau of Elections   

Michigan Bureau of 
Elections Updated 

March 2025 

 

Instructions to Recountability and Recount Team Members 
For recount team member reference 

 

A. Role of Recount Team 
 

1. Determine Recountability - To determine the recountability of precinct(s) and 
to unseal ballot containers. 

a. Recountability team members will direct any and all procedural 
questions to a representative of the Board of State Canvassers. 

b. Ballot Security 
i. Visual check of the container for rips, tears, broken zippers, etc. 

ii. Verify proper sealing of the container 
iii. Compare seal number to what is recorded in the pollbook – if 

no match, then check the container certificate 
iv. If the above check out, open the ballot container and proceed to 

section 2. If not, is there a satisfactory explanation in a sworn 
affidavit showing the security of the ballots was preserved is 
provided by an election inspector, a clerk, or a member of the 
clerk’s staff to the board? If yes, proceed to section 2. If no 
satisfactory explanation, proceed to 3(b). 

 
2. Physical Ballot Count 

a. Review the Pollbook for the number of voters and/or number of 
ballots tabulated. Check if the precinct was certified as out of balance 
during the county canvass. 

i. If reviewing a ballot container with more than one AVCB pct. – 
sort the ballots into the correct AVCB pct. before proceeding. 

ii. If reviewing a ballot container with more than one EV pct. – sort 
the ballots into the correct EV pct. before proceeding. 

iii. If reviewing a precinct with 2-page ballots – count only the first 
page – return page 2 ballots to the container 

b. Using a common multiplier (10, 20, 25, etc.), count the ballots by 
having one member of the count team verbally count the ballot while 
handing it to the other member for verification. This is a methodical 
process, no thumbing of corners, lift the ballots and set back down 
while counting. 

c. If the number counted matches the number of voters and/or number 
of ballots tabulated, or if the precinct was certified as out of balance 
during the county canvass remains out of balance by an identical or 
fewer number of ballots, proceed to section 3(a). Note: review the 
pollbook for explained discrepancies, i.e. envelope ballots, empty AV 
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envelopes, other remarks. If the numbers do not match, a recount may 
still be performed if a satisfactory explanation in a sworn affidavit 
showing the security of the ballots was preserved is provided by an 
election inspector, a clerk, or a member of the clerk’s staff to the 
board. 

d. If not, recount the ballots. 
 i. If the second count still does not match the number of voters and/or 
number of ballots tabulated or if the precinct was certified as out of 
balance during the county canvass and still does not remain out of 
balance by an identical or fewer number of ballots, and there is no 
satisfactory explanation, proceed to 3(b). 

 ii. If the second count does match, a third count must be performed. 
1. If the third count matches or remains out of balance by an 
identical or fewer number of ballots to the certified number, 
proceed to 3(a). 
2. If the third count does not match/remain out of balance as 
certified, and there is no satisfactory explanation, proceed to 
3(b). 
 

3. Determination of Recountability 
 a. If precinct is recountable – Recount team publicly announces that 
the precinct is recountable and proceeds to recounting valid votes. 
 b. If precinct is not recountable – Recount team publicly announces 
that the precinct is unrecountable. Original election results stand; 
reason(s) will be recorded on the Determination-Precinct Not 
Recountable form 
 c. Complete the General Information and Recountability Checks section 
and sign the Recount Statement of Returns form. 
 

B. Recount votes 
 1. Envelope Ballots 

 a. Check the Ballot Summary to determine if any envelope ballots were 
cast. Ask the County Board of Canvassers representative if the ballot 
was counted. 

 b. Verify the envelope ballot was properly sealed in a ballot container. 
 c. Add ballot to the recount pile. 
 2. Late Return Ballots 

 a. Check to see if any late return (signature cure or MOVE) ballots were 
cast. Ask the County Board of Canvassers representative if the ballot 
was counted. 

 b. Verify the ballot was properly sealed in a ballot container. 
 c. Add ballot to the recount pile. 
 3. Duplicate Ballots 
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 a. Check the Original Ballot envelope and Ballot Summary to determine 
if any ballot required duplication 

 b. If found, find the associated duplicates in the tabulated ballots. 
 c. Verify proper duplication. 
4. Recount Returns 

 a. One recount team member reads the vote while the other reviews 
and places in the pile both members agree upon. There will be several 
piles, one for each candidate on the ballot (or yes/no selection), and 
one for all “Others” (over votes, under votes, write-ins, etc.). 
 b. Tally vote totals – using the same method to determine 
recountability, use a common multiplier (10, 20, 25, etc.) and count the 
ballots in each pile. Record the tally for each candidate and the total 
number of valid write-ins on the recount certification form. Do not 
count the “Other” pile, there are no valid votes in that pile, and it need 
not be counted. 
 c. Complete the Envelope Ballots, Late Return Ballots, Duplicate Ballots, 
Challenges, Ballot Container Resealing, and Recount Returns sections 
and sign the Recount Statement of Returns form. 
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