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I. Filing Requirements 

All candidates for judgeships must file required forms in duplicate, along with 

required valid petitions, where applicable.  Follow the form instructions carefully 

as errors or omissions may result in candidate disqualification. 

The required forms can be obtained from County Clerks, the Michigan Department 

of State’s Bureau of Elections in Lansing, or on the Bureau’s Ballot Access page. A 

candidate who fails to file the required documents by the filing deadline in the table 

in Appendix A is ineligible to appear on the ballot. All documents must be filed at 

the same time. 

Michigan Supreme Court Justice 

Ballot access requirements for the office of Michigan Supreme Court Justice are 
distinct and different from other judicial offices.  There are multiple ways a 

candidate may have their name placed on the ballot for the office of Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice. 
 

Non-Incumbent (Judges seeking election to new office) 

Nominated at party convention: 

Unlike other judicial offices, a nonincumbent candidate seeking election to 
the Michigan Supreme Court may be placed on the ballot through party 
nomination.  In this case the nominee will submit the following documents to 

the Michigan Secretary of State: 
1) Non-Incumbent Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Constitutional 

Qualification Form (one form) 
2) Certification of Party Nomination  
3) Certificate of Acceptance 

 
Placed on ballot by petition: 

Non-incumbent candidates for Michigan Supreme Court without party 
affiliation may also be placed on the ballot through qualifying petition.  In 
this instance candidates will submit the following documents to the Michigan 

Secretary of State, Bureau of Elections: 
 

1) Non-Incumbent Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Constitutional 
Qualification Form (one form) 

2) Qualifying Petition containing required number of valid signatures. 

 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/ballot-access
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Elections/Candidate-information/FIL-6-Certificate-of-Acceptance-of-Party-Nomination.pdf?rev=a61da10891164b218b0606676038f9ae&hash=D5232C0140668603D6C8E10995C7800A
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Incumbent (Judges seeking reelection to the same office.) 

Placed on ballot by affidavit: 
 
All Incumbent Michigan Supreme Court Justices seeking reelection must file: 

 
1) Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Candidacy Form (one 

form) 
  

An incumbent Supreme Court Justice seeking reelection must submit the 
form above by the deadline in Appendix A.  The incumbent will also submit 
the documents below following their nomination at their party’s convention.   

 
2) Certification of Party Nomination 

3) Certificate of Acceptance  

Court of Appeals, Circuit Court, District Court, 

Probate District Court, and Probate Court 

Non-Incumbent (Judges seeking election to new office.) 

Non-incumbent candidates seeking a judgeship for the Court of Appeals, 
Circuit Court, District Court, and Probate District Court will submit the 

following documents to the Michigan Secretary of State, Bureau of Elections: 
 
1) Non-Incumbent Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Constitutional 

Qualification Form (one form) 
2) Non-Partisan Nominating Petition containing required number of valid 

signatures. 
 

Non-incumbent candidates seeking a judgeship for Probate Court submit 

the above documents to their County Clerk. 

Incumbent (Judges seeking reelection to the same office.) 

Incumbent candidates seeking a judgeship for the Court of Appeals, Circuit 
Court, District Court, and Probate District Court will submit the following 

document to the Michigan Secretary of State, Bureau of Elections: 
 

1) Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Candidacy Form (one 
form) 
 

Incumbent candidates seeking a judgeship for Probate Court submit the 

above document to their County Clerk.  

Please see Appendix A: Filing Dates, Forms, and Petitions for all documents and 

deadlines required to file for each judicial office. 
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Please Note: As of June 1, 2023, the Judicial Affidavit of Identity has been added 

to the Affidavit of Candidacy and the Affidavit of Constitutional Qualification forms 

to create two, combined forms. The two new forms are: 

1) Incumbents seeking re-election to the same position file the 

Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of Identity & Affidavit of Candidacy form. 
2) Non-incumbents file the Non-Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of Identity & 

Affidavit of Constitutional Qualification form. 

Primary Elections  

Judicial positions listed in this publication, except for Michigan Supreme Court 

Justice, appear on the primary ballot if more than twice the number of persons to 

be elected file for the office. A judicial position for which only one person is to be 

elected must have at least 3 candidates file for the office to appear on the primary 

ballot and in this circumstance, the top two candidates who receive the most votes 

will advance to the general election. 

If an insufficient number of candidates file to trigger a primary, all candidates will 

appear on the general election ballot. 

Candidates for the Michigan Supreme Court, regardless of whether they are a non-

incumbent nominated by a party, utilize qualifying petitions, or are an incumbent, 

only appear on the general election ballot. 

Candidate Qualifications  

All candidates seeking a judgeship must:  

(1) be licensed to practice law in Michigan; 

(2) have practiced law for at least five years, and;  

(3) be younger than age 70 on Election Day 

Additional qualifications include the following: 

Supreme Court Justice 

Registered and qualified elector of the State of 

Michigan by the filing deadline or the date the 

Incumbent Judicial Affidavit and Affidavit of 

Candidacy form is filed. 

Court of Appeals Judge 

Circuit Court Judge 
District Court Judge 

Probate Court Judge 
Probate District Court Judge 

Registered and qualified elector of the jurisdiction 

by the filing deadline or the date the Incumbent 

Judicial Affidavit and Affidavit of Candidacy form is 

filed. 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/02mcalpine/Aff_Candidacy_Judicial_Incumbent_2020_REDO.pdf?rev=87121a8dcc8a4cf5863a35245f304db3&hash=8E0D1E221F4CEA7CE9021C4E9323C01A
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/02mcalpine/Aff_Judicial_Const_Qual_Supr_Crt_2020_REDO.pdf?rev=46d7446bdd014da6a42936e957453ca2&hash=3D8BDB2DF65A7B75EF40367CAF79F93D
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/02mcalpine/Aff_Judicial_Const_Qual_Supr_Crt_2020_REDO.pdf?rev=46d7446bdd014da6a42936e957453ca2&hash=3D8BDB2DF65A7B75EF40367CAF79F93D
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Filing Location 

Candidates for Michigan Supreme Court, Court of Appeals Judge, Circuit Court 
Judge, Probate District Court Judge, and District Court Judge file with the Michigan 

Department of State, Bureau of Elections, P.O. Box 20126, Lansing, MI 48901-
0726. Office location: Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan 

Street, Lansing, Michigan 48918.  Candidates for Probate Court Judge file with the 
local county clerk’s office. 

Withdrawal 

Judicial candidates who wish to withdraw must submit a written statement of 
withdrawal to the appropriate filing official. 
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II. Petitions 

 

Non-incumbent candidates without party affiliation seeking the office of 
Michigan Supreme Court Justice may obtain ballot access by collecting valid 

signatures using the Countywide Qualifying Petition form prescribed by 
the Secretary of State. For more information on Qualifying Petitions, please 

refer to the Qualifying Petition manual. Supreme Court Justice Candidates 
seeking a party’s nomination do not utilize petitions. 

 
Non-incumbent candidates who seek the following offices obtain ballot 

access by collecting valid signatures using the Nonpartisan Nominating 
Petition form prescribed by the Secretary of State: 

 
Court of Appeals 

Circuit Court 
District Court 

Probate District Court 

Probate Court 

Nonpartisan Nominating Petition 

There are two versions of the Nonpartisan Nominating Petition form:  1) 

A “city/township” version and 2) a “countywide” version.  The 
“city/township” version of the form is designed for circulation within a single 

city or township; the “countywide” version of the form can be signed by 
anyone registered to vote in any city or township that falls within the 

boundaries of the county listed in the heading.  All judicial candidates may 
use either the “city/township” nonpartisan nominating petition or the 

“countywide” nonpartisan nominating petition. 
 

Best Practice: Non-incumbent candidates who seek judgeships that 

are elected on a countywide or multi-county basis are strongly 

encouraged to use the countywide form when collecting signatures.  

Non-incumbents seeking a District Court judgeship may wish to use 

the city/township form if the judicial district (and division, if 

applicable) lies within a single city or township. 
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Preparing the Nonpartisan Nominating Petition 

Heading 

The heading of the petition must include the name of the county where the 
petition sheet will be circulated, the candidate’s name, the candidate’s street 

address or rural route, and the candidate’s city or township. Enter the date 
of the primary.  

Office Designation 

Exercise extreme caution when completing the Office Sought/Term 
Expiration Date, and District (if any) fields in the petition heading. 

 
The Secretary of State must provide an appropriate written description or 

“office designation” for any judicial offices appearing on the ballot at the 
August and or November election, and petitions filed by non-incumbents 

must include an accurate office designation. Refer to the designations 

listed in Appendix B for the Secretary of State’s office designations 
for this election cycle, which are included in this publication in fulfillment 

of the requirements. Errors or omissions in the office designation may result 
in the invalidation of signatures, the candidate’s disqualification, or both. 

 
Best Practice: Prior to placing your nonpartisan nominating petition in 

circulation and well in advance of the filing deadline, submit a copy of 

your petition heading to the Bureau of Elections for review. Review 

typically takes approximately 2 business days. 

• Affixing office designation on petition: Petitions for a judicial office 
must bear the appropriate designation below to indicate the office 

sought by the candidate. These categories refer to the type of 
judicial position to be filled at the election, not the candidate’s 

status as a non-incumbent or new judge (if elected). Any petition 
sheets filed by candidates using an improper designation are invalid. 
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Judicial Position Types 

 
• Regular Term – Incumbent Position 

• Regular Term – Non-Incumbent Position 
• Partial Term – Incumbent Position* 

• Partial Term – Non-Incumbent Position* 
• New Judgeship 

 
       *   Add the expiration date of the term if more than one partial term will be 

filled in judicial district.  The terms “vacancy,” “partial term” and “unexpired 

term” are interchangeably used to reference a judicial position which will be 
filled at an election for less than the full term. 

 

 
 

Please Note: Office designations published by the Secretary of State may 
change during the petition circulation period, at the incumbent filing 

deadline, or when a vacancy is filled by gubernatorial appointment.  
 

1. An “incumbent position” designation may change to “non-incumbent 
position” if an incumbent judge who is eligible to seek re-election fails to 

file the Affidavit of Candidacy by the incumbent filing deadline (See 
Appendix A for all filing deadlines.).  

 

a. All petition sheets circulated after the incumbent filing deadline 
when the incumbent fails to file must include the office designation 

“non-incumbent position” in the heading. 
 

b. Signatures on petition sheets circulated before the incumbent filing 
deadline when the incumbent fails to file that contain the 

“incumbent position” designation are valid1 and count toward the 
candidate’s total number of signatures filed. 

 

 
1 Unless another defect renders the signature invalid, such as the failure of a petition signer 

or circulator to date his or her signature, omission of the street address or rural route, etc. 

Incumbent 

position 

Used when an existing position is held by a judge who is eligible to 

seek re-election to his or her seat. 

Non-

Incumbent 

position 

Used when an existing position is held by a judge who is not 

seeking re-election to his or her seat, or when an existing position 

is vacant. 

New judgeship 

Describes a position that will be filled for the very first time at this 

election; used when a new position is created by legislative 

enactment. 
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2. A “non-incumbent position” designation may change to “incumbent” 
position if the Governor fills a vacant position prior to the non-incumbent 

filing deadline (See Appendix A for all filing deadlines).  
 

a. All petition sheets circulated after the vacancy is filled must include 
the office designation “incumbent position” in the heading. 

 
b. Signatures on petition sheets circulated before the appointment 

containing the “non-incumbent position” designation are valid2 and 
count toward the candidate’s total number of signatures filed. 

 
Best Practice: Check the Bureau of Elections website frequently for any 

change in the office designation that may occur during the petition 

circulation period: www.Michigan.gov/Elections. 

• It may also be necessary to differentiate positions by the 
length of the term of office if there are multiple positions of varying 

durations available on the same court. In these circumstances, the 
petition heading must clearly indicate which term of office applies to 

the office sought. The terms “vacancy,” “partial term” and “unexpired 
term” are used interchangeably to reference a judicial position which 

will be filled at an election for less than the full term.  
 

Regular term Used when the position sought is for the full term of office.  

Partial term 
Used when the position sought is for less than the full-term 

length. 

Partial term ending 

___ 

Used when there are multiple partial terms of varying lengths 

available on the same court; include the term ending date for 

the position sought. 

 

Examples of proper office designations include but are not limited to 
the following: 

 
“…as a candidate for the office of Court of Appeals Judge, District 

X, Incumbent position, Regular term to be voted for…” 

 
“…as a candidate for the office of Xth Circuit Court Judge, Non-

incumbent position, partial term ending January 1, 20XX to be 
voted for …” 

 
“…as a candidate for the office of Circuit Court Judge, Xth Circuit, 

New judgeship to be voted for …” 
 

 
2 Unless another defect renders the signature invalid, such as the failure of a petition signer 

or circulator to date his or her signature, omission of the street address or rural route, etc. 
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• Refer to Appendix B for the office designations and signature 
requirements applicable in this election cycle. In a judicial district 

with any combination of “new,” “incumbent,” or “non-incumbent” 
positions available, candidates shall “apply to the Bureau of Elections 

for a written statement of office designation to correspond to the 
judgeship sought by the candidate.” See MCL 168.409b (Court of 

Appeals), MCL 168.424a (Circuit Court), MCL 168.467b (District 
Court), MCL 168.433 (Probate and Probate District Courts). The office 

designations listed in Appendix B are provided to fulfill this information 
requirement.  

Signature Requirements 

The petition signature requirements imposed on candidates who seek the 
office of Appeals Court Judge, Circuit Court Judge, District Court Judge, 

Probate District Court Judge and Probate Court Judge are listed in Appendix 

B (MCL 168.544f).  The Bureau of Elections has made every effort to ensure 
that the signature requirements listed in Appendix B are correct.  If a conflict 

exists between this memorandum and MCL 168.544f, the statute controls. It 
is the candidate’s responsibility to confirm the correct number of signatures. 

 
The Bureau strongly encourages judicial candidates review the general 

Petition Manual: Statewide Initiative, Referendum, Constitutional 
Amendment Petitions, Partisan Nominating Petitions for State and Federal 

Office, and Petitions for New Political Party, for further information and best 
practices on circulating petition forms, collecting valid signatures, and 

vetting petition circulators, along with the standards applied by the Bureau 
of Elections in reviewing petitions on behalf of the Board of State Canvassers 

and other useful information. 

Petition Canvass and Challenge Process 

Nonpartisan nominating petitions filed with the Secretary of State are 

canvassed under the authority of the Board of State Canvassers. 

Nonpartisan nominating petitions filed by candidates for Probate Court Judge 
are canvassed by the County Clerk. 

 
A sworn complaint (challenge) alleging that the nonpartisan nominating 

petition contains an insufficient number of valid signatures or is otherwise 
defective may be submitted to the Board of State Canvassers or County 

Clerk (as appropriate) within 7 days of the filing deadline; the Board or Clerk 
is responsible for resolving any challenges and certifying qualified candidates 

to the ballot.  
 

 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/SOS_ED105_County_Pet_Form_77019_7.pdf?rev=cb81ce40965947b78690c0c4a864abf1&hash=C280F054D0F6538C28844E6D73989805
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/SOS_ED105_County_Pet_Form_77019_7.pdf?rev=cb81ce40965947b78690c0c4a864abf1&hash=C280F054D0F6538C28844E6D73989805
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/SOS_ED105_County_Pet_Form_77019_7.pdf?rev=cb81ce40965947b78690c0c4a864abf1&hash=C280F054D0F6538C28844E6D73989805
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III. Write-in Candidates 

Individuals who possess the qualifications for office may run as write-in candidates 

for Court of Appeals Judge or Judge of the Circuit, District, Probate and Probate 

District Courts by filing a Write-In Candidate Declaration of Intent form by the 

deadline listed in Appendix A. 

 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/25delrio/Dec-Int-Write-In_94360_7.pdf?rev=a8de5eede6db47a0ade2d8214d22eb96&hash=8B19863DAD6ECF2C850F3B6071B72072
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IV. Campaign Finance Compliance  

MCFA Compliance Statement, False Statement as a 

Criminal Offense, Disqualification  

The Michigan Election Law requires any candidate filing an Affidavit of Identity to 

certify on the form that at the date the affidavit was executed, “all statements, 

reports, late filing fees, and fines required of the candidate, or any candidate 

committee organized to support the candidate’s election under the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) … have been filed or paid.”  All judicial candidates 

are also subject to the campaign finance compliance statement requirement.  This 

remains true even if the candidate maintains a “Reporting Waiver.”  Failure to sign 

the statement or signing a false statement will result in your disqualification.   

Additionally, a false statement in the Affidavit of Identity may result in criminal 

prosecution, disqualification from the ballot, or both. 

• How can I determine my candidate committee’s MCFA compliance status? 
Candidate committee records for those currently seeking or who in the past 

have sought judicial or state-level partisan offices (office that filed campaign 
finance statements with the Michigan Department of State) are available 
online. If you previously sought a local elective office (office that filed 

campaign finance statements with a County Clerk), contact the applicable 
County Clerk for information.  

• When am I required to file the Statement of Organization for my candidate 
committee? A committee’s failure to timely file the Statement of Organization 
may constitute noncompliance if not resolved by the time the candidate signs 

the Affidavit of Identity. A “candidate” is required to (1) form or organize a 
candidate committee within 10 days of meeting “candidate” status, and (2) 

file the Statement of Organization within 10 days of the committee formation 
date. Judicial candidates seeking positions on the Supreme Court, Court of 
Appeals, Circuit, District, Probate Court or Probate District Courts meet 

“candidate” status at the earliest of the following dates: 

o The date on which the candidate receives a contribution or makes an 

expenditure (or gives consent for another person to do so) in any 
amount with a view to bringing about the individual's nomination or 
election. This rule applies regardless of whether the specific office to 

be sought is known at the time.  

o The date on which the candidate is nominated for elective office by a 

political party convention and certified to the Secretary of State or 
County Clerk. 

“Contribution” includes but is not limited to the candidate’s use of his or her 

own personal funds to further their candidacy.  

https://cfrsearch.nictusa.com/
https://midisclose.nictusa.com/
https://midisclose.nictusa.com/


Filing for Office: Judicial Elected Offices | 13 
FC-MAN-2 (Rev. 04.08.24)                  Michigan Bureau of 
Elections 

 

“Expenditure” includes such costs as purchasing or printing nonpartisan 

nominating petitions and hiring paid petition circulators, etc. There is 

no exemption for expenses related to “testing the waters.” In addition, an 

expenditure for polling, direct mail, or fundraiser invitations counts for 

purposes of determining when the Statement of Organization is due. 

• What should I do if my candidate committee is not in compliance? All 

outstanding campaign statements must be filed, and late filing fees paid, 

before signing the Affidavit of Identity. Contact each applicable candidate 

committee’s filing official if you are unsure of which disclosure statements 

or fees are owed. 

What should I do if my candidate committee is not in compliance? All 

outstanding campaign statements must be filed, and late filing fees paid, 
before signing the Affidavit of Identity. Contact each applicable candidate 
committee’s filing official if you are unsure of which disclosure statements or 

fees are owed. 

Best Practices: 

1. Be sure to perform your own research regarding the 

compliance status of any candidate committee formed to support 

your candidacy well in advance of the filing deadline. 

2. Do not sign the Affidavit of Identity until you have brought 

your committee into compliance.  

3. Once you have decided to run for office, file the Statement of 

Organization as early as possible. If you do not expect to receive or 

spend more than $1,000.00 before the current reporting period ends, 

you may request a Reporting Waiver from the Secretary of State. 

 

Campaign Finance Disclosure Requirements 

Candidates seeking the following state-level non-partisan judicial offices are 

required to comply with the campaign finance disclosure requirements of the MCFA 

by registering and filing periodic disclosure reports with the Secretary of State:  

Michigan Supreme Court 

Court of Appeals Judge 
Circuit Court Judge 

District Court Judge 
Probate District Court Judge 

 
Candidates seeking the office of Probate Judge are required to comply with the 

campaign finance disclosure requirements of the MCFA by registering and filing 

periodic disclosure reports with their County Clerk.  
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Note: MCFA compliance is a prerequisite to qualifying for the ballot.  

See “Overview of Filing Requirements” section for more information. 

For questions regarding campaign finance disclosure for judicial candidates, visit 

www.Michigan.gov/CampaignFinance, email disclosure@Michigan.gov, or call 517-

335-3234.  

  

http://www.michigan.gov/CampaignFinance
mailto:disclosure@Michigan.gov
mailto:disclosure@Michigan.gov
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V. Important 

The information presented in this publication is offered as a summary of the 

provisions governing the requirements to file as a candidate for elective office; it is 

not a complete description of all the controlling laws. If any errors are found, it is 

the law, itself, which must be followed. Questions may be addressed to: 

Michigan Department of State, Bureau of Elections 

P.O. Box 20126 
Lansing, Michigan 48901-0726 

Telephone: (517) 335-3234 or (800) 292-5973 

Fax: (517) 335-3235 

Email: MDOS-File-Canvass@Michigan.gov 

Web:  www.Michigan.gov/Elections 

 

 

Authority granted under PA 116 of 1954. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:MDOS-File-Canvass@Michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/Elections
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Appendix A: 

2024 Filing Dates, Forms, and Petitions 

August 6, 2024, Primary Election 
November 5, 2024, General Election 

            

Office Incumbency 
Type of 

Nomination 
Forms and Petitions (if any) 

Required 
Filing 

Location 
Filing 

Deadline 
Withdrawal 

Deadline 

Justice of the 
Supreme Court 

Incumbent -  
Party 

Nomination 

Convention 
Nomination 

Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Candidacy form  
AND 

SOS 
7/5/2024  
5:00 PM 

7/8/2024  
5:00 PM 

Certification of Party 
Nomination 

AND 
Certificate of Acceptance 

SOS 

1 business 
day 

following 
convention 

4 business 
days following 
convention by 

4:00 PM 

Incumbent - 
Non-partisan 

Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

SOS 
7/5/2024  
5:00 PM 

7/8/2024  
5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent - 

Party 
Nomination 

Convention 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
Form  
AND 

Certification of Party 
Nomination  

AND 
Certificate of Acceptance  

SOS 

1 business 
day 

following 
convention 

4 business 
days following 
convention by 

4:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent - 

No Party 
Affiliation 

Affidavit AND 
Qualifying 
Petition* 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Qualifying Petitions 

SOS 
7/18/2024  

4:00 PM 
7/22/2024  

4:00 PM 
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Office Incumbency 
Type of 

Nomination 
Forms and Petitions (if any) 

Required 
Filing 

Location 
Filing 

Deadline 
Withdrawal 

Deadline 

Court of 
Appeals Judge 

Incumbent Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

SOS 
3/25/2024 

5:00 PM 
3/28/2024  

5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent 

Nominating 
Petition 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Non-Partisan Nominating 
Petition 

SOS 
4/23/2024  

4:00 PM 
4/26/2024 

5:00 PM 

Circuit Court 
Judge 

Incumbent Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

SOS 
3/25/2024 

5:00 PM 
3/28/2024  

5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent 

Nominating 
Petition 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Non-Partisan Nominating 
Petition 

SOS 
4/23/2024  

4:00 PM 
4/26/2024 

5:00 PM 

District Court 
Judge 

Incumbent Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

SOS 
3/25/2024 

5:00 PM 
3/28/2024  

5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent 

Nominating 
Petition 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Non-Partisan Nominating 
Petition 

SOS 
4/23/2024  

4:00 PM 
4/26/2024 

5:00 PM 
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Office Incumbency 
Type of 

Nomination 
Forms and Petitions (if any) 

Required 
Filing 

Location 
Filing 

Deadline 
Withdrawal 

Deadline 

Probate District 
Court Judge 

Incumbent Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

SOS 
3/25/2024 

5:00 PM 
3/28/2024  

5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent 

Nominating 
Petition 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Non-Partisan Nominating 
Petition 

SOS 
4/23/2024  

4:00 PM 
4/26/2024 

5:00 PM 

Probate Court 
Judge 

Incumbent Affidavit 
Incumbent Judicial Affidavit of 

Identity & Affidavit of 
Candidacy form 

County 
Clerk 

3/25/2024 
5:00 PM 

3/28/2024  
5:00 PM 

Non-
Incumbent 

Nominating 
Petition 

Non-Incumbent Affidavit of 
Identity & Affidavit of 

Constitutional Qualification 
form  
AND 

Non-Partisan Nominating 
Petition 

County 
Clerk 

4/23/2024  
4:00 PM 

4/26/2024 
5:00 PM 

              

Write-In 
Candidate - All 

Judgeships - 
Primary Ballot 

Non-
Incumbent  

N/A 
Write-in Candidate 

Declaration of Intent 
SOS 

7/26/2024  
4:00 PM 

N/A 

Write-In 
Candidate - All 

Judgeships - 
General 

Election Ballot 

Non-
Incumbent 

N/A 
Write-in Candidate 

Declaration of Intent 
SOS 

10/25/2024  
4:00 PM 

N/A 

*See Qualifying Petition Manual for more information. 
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Appendix B: 

Office Designations for Incumbent and Non-

Incumbent Judicial Candidates & Petition Signature 

Requirements 

August 6, 2024, Primary Election 
November 5, 2024, General Election 

 

The Bureau of Elections has made every effort to ensure the information provided 

below is complete and accurate.  This document will be revised as changes 

occur. Updates will be posted on the Bureau of Elections’ website 

Michigan.gov/Elections.  For your convenience, use these links to refer to the 

Michigan Election Law chapters addressing elections for the Court of Appeals, 

Circuit Court, District Court, and Probate Court and Probate District Court. 

JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS 

 

 

District 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending 

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

1 6,200 12,000 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

2 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent30 2031 

2 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

2 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

3 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

3 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent31 2031 

4 6,200 12,000 1 Regular Term  Incumbent 2031 

4 6,200 12,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent7 2027 

      

 

  

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-116-1954-XVIIIA
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(eckbekkl3kjfyaz4sujpwpqg))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-116-1954-XIX&highlight=apply
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(eckbekkl3kjfyaz4sujpwpqg))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-116-1954-XXIA&highlight=apply
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(eckbekkl3kjfyaz4sujpwpqg))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-116-1954-XX&highlight=apply
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JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 

 

 

Circuit 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending  

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

2 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

3 4,000 8,000 17 Regular Terms  Incumbent 2031 

3 4,000 8,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent24 2031 

3 4,000 8,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

3 4,000 8,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent8 2027 

3 4,000 8,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent9 2027 

4 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

6 4,000 8,000 6 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

6 4,000 8,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

7 

 

1,000 2,000 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

7 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

7 1,000 2,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent5 2029 

9 1,000 2,000 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

9 

 

1,000 2,000 1 8 Year Term 

 

New Judgeship3 2033 

10 600 
 

1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

10 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent20 2031 

12 
 

100 200 1 Partial Term Incumbent18 2027 

14 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

16 

 

2,000 4,000 4 Regular Terms 

 

Incumbent 2031 

16 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

17 
 

2,000 4,000 3 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

17 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

17 2,000 4,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent10 2027 

20 
 

1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term 
 

Incumbent 2031 

21 
 

200 400 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

22 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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Circuit 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending  

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

22 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

25 200 400 1 Partial Term Incumbent23 2027 

27 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

30 

 

1,000 2,000 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

31 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

36 400 800 1 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

37 

 

600 1,000 2 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

38 
 

600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

39 
 

400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

42 
 

400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

44 
 

600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 35 2031 

45 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

48 600 1,000 1 Regular Term New Judgeship4 2031 

48 600 1,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent 17 2027 

49 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

50 
 

100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

54 
 

200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

55 
 

200 400 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

55 200 400 1 Partial Term Incumbent 19 2027 

56 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

57 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT COURT 

 

District Min. Sig. 

Required 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

Number To Be Elected Term 

Ending 

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

1 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

3B 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

5 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

8  1,000 2,000 2 Regular Terms  Incumbent 2031 

10 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

12 600 1,000 1 Regular Term  Incumbent 2031 

14A 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

15 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

16 400 800 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

18 400 800 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

19 600 
 

1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

20 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

22 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

23 200 400 1 Regular Term  Incumbent 2031 

27 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

29 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

33 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

34 400 800 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

35 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

36 2,000 4,000 9 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

36 2,000 4,000 2 Regular Terms Non-Incumbent1 2031 

36 2,000 4,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent6 2029 

36 2,000 4,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent22 2029 

37 600 1,000 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

39 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

40 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

41A 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

41A 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

41B 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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District Min. Sig. 

Required 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

Number To Be Elected Term 

Ending 

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

42-2 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

43 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

44 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

44 200 400 1 Partial Term Incumbent15 2029 

46 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

48 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

50 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

50 200 400 1 Partial Term Incumbent7 2027 

51 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

52-1 1,000 

 

2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

52-3 1,000 
 

2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

54A 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

54B 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

56B 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

57 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

58 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

60 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

61 600 1,000 1 Regular Term 
 

Incumbent 2031 

61 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent12 2031 

61 600 1,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent11 2027 

62A 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

63 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term New Judgeship26 2031 

66 200 400 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

67-4 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

67-5 400 800 2 Regular Terms Incumbent 2031 

70-1 200 

 

400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

70-2 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

72 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

74 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

78 400 800 1 Partial Term Incumbent34 2027 

86 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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District Min. Sig. 

Required 

Max. Sig. 

Required 

Number To Be Elected Term 

Ending 

January 

1, of 

   Term Designation  

89 100 200 1 Partial Term Incumbent32 2027 

 

JUDGE OF THE PROBATE COURT 

 

 

Probate 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. 

Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending 

January 1, 

of 

   Term Designation  

Alcona 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Allegan 600 1000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Alpena 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Antrim 40 100 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Arenac 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Baraga 6 20 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Barry 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Bay 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Benzie 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Berrien 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Branch 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Cass 200 4000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Cheboygan 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Clinton 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Crawford 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Delta 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Dickinson 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Eaton 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent25 2031 

Genesee 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent13 2031 

Gogebic 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Grand Traverse 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Gratiot 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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Probate 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. 

Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending 

January 1, 

of 

   Term Designation  

Hillsdale 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Houghton 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Ingham 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Ionia 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Iosco 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Iron 400 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Isabella 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Jackson 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

Kalamazoo 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Kalkaska 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Kent 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
 

Kent 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

Keweenaw 6 20 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Lake 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent14 2031 

Lapeer 400 800 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Leelanau 40 100 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Lenawee 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Livingston 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Macomb 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term  Incumbent 2031 

Macomb 2,000 4,000 1 Regular Term New Judgeship29 2031 

Manistee 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent16 2031 

Marquette 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Mason 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Menominee 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Midland 400 800 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Missaukee 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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Probate 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. 

Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending 

January 1, 

of 

   Term Designation  

Monroe 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Montcalm 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Montmorency 6 20 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Muskegon 600 1,000 1 Regular Term 

 

Incumbent 2031 

Newaygo 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Oakland 4,000 8,000 1 Regular Term 

 

Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Oceana 100 200 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

Ogemaw 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Ontonagon 6 20 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Oscoda 6 20 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Otsego 100 200 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Ottawa 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent33 2031 

Presque Isle 40 100 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Roscommon 40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Saginaw 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

St. Clair 600 1,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

St. Clair 600 1,000 1 Partial Term Incumbent 35 2027 

St. Joseph 200 400 1 Regular Term Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Shiawassee 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Tuscola 200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Van Buren 400 800 1 Regular Term Incumbent32 2031 

Washtenaw 1,000 2,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Wayne 4,000 8,000 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Wayne 4,000 8,000 2 Regular Terms Non-Incumbent1 2031 

Wexford 100 200 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 
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Probate 

 

Min. Sig. 

Required 

 

Max. 

Sig. 

Required 

 

Number To Be Elected 

 

Term 

Ending 

January 1, 

of 

   Term Designation  

Alger/Schoolcraft 

Dist. 5  

40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Luce/Mackinac 

Dist. 6  

40 100 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Charlevoix/Emme

t Dist. 7 

200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Clare/Gladwin 

Dist. 17 

200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

Mecosta/Osceola 

Dist. 18 

200 400 1 Regular Term Incumbent 2031 

 
1Judge is scheduled to retire at the end of the term due to age.  
2Vacancy effective April 5, 2023. 
3Circuit 9 New Judgeship created December 2022 (Public Act 277 of 2022) with initial 8-year 

term. Effective January 25, 2024. 
4Circuit 48 New Judgeship created December 2022 (Public Act 277 of 2022). Effective 

November 28, 2023. 
5 Governor made an appointment effective December 7, 2022. 
6Governor made and appointment effective December 27, 2022. 
7Governor made an appointment effective January 9, 2023. 
8Governor made an appointment effective October 10, 2022. 
9Governor made an appointment effective November 7, 2022. 
10Governor made an appointment effective April 17, 2023. 
11Partial non-incumbent to partial incumbent – Governor made an appointment effective      

 July 31, 2023. 
12Non-incumbent to incumbent – Governor made an appointment effective July 31, 2023. 
13Governor made an appointment effective January 11, 2023. 
14Governor made an appointment effective May 8, 2023. 
15Governor made an appointment effective April 24, 2023. 
16Non-incumbent to incumbent – Governor made an appointment effective August 28, 

 2023.  
17Governor made an appointment effective August 28, 2023. 
18Partial non-incumbent to partial incumbent – Governor made an appointment effective 

 June 26, 2023. 
19Governor made an appointment effective October 11, 2022. 
20Governor made an appointment effective May 15, 2023. 
21 Vacancy due to retirement effective October 11, 2023. 
22Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment effective November 16, 2023. 
23Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment effective November 27, 2023. 
24Non-Incumbent to Incumbent - Governor made an appointment effective December 4, 

2023. 
25Judge was scheduled to retire at the end of the term due to age and then retired effective 

12/31/2023. Governor made an appointment changing from non-incumbent to incumbent 

effective 3/4/2024. 
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26District 63 New Judgeship created December 2023 (Public Act 311 of 2023). Effective 

January 9, 2024. 
27 Vacancy due to retirement effective January 22, 2024. 
28Incumbent to non-incumbent - judge retired effective January 31, 2024. 
29Macomb County Probate Court New Judgeship created December 2023 (Public Act 310 of 

2023). Effective January 26, 2024. 
30Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment changing from non-incumbent 

to incumbent effective February 20, 2024. 
31Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment changing from non-incumbent 

to incumbent effective March 15, 2024. 
32Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment changing from non-incumbent 

to incumbent effective March 18, 2024. 
33Current judge did not seek re-election changing from incumbent to non-incumbent 

effective March 26, 2024. 
34Current judge retired effective March 29, 2024, and Governor made an appointment 

effective 4/1/2024. 
35Current judge retired and Governor made an appointment changing from non-incumbent 

to incumbent effective 4/8/2024. 
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Appendix C: Invalid sheet 

examples 

Examples one through thirteen provided below are considered fully invalid 

sheets, where no signature will be considered valid. 

1. The out of state circulator box is blank when the circulator’s address is 

out of state. 

 

2.   Circulator did not sign the petition. 
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3. Circulator dated petition before the date of all the signatures on the 

sheet. 

 

 

4. Circulator fails to date the petition. 
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5. Circulator address missing or incomplete. 

 

6. The county of circulation is omitted or lists a nonexistent county. 
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7. Mandatory elements in the warning statement have been cut off or 

omitted. 
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8. Stickers are covering up mandatory elements in the heading.  

 

 

9. Incomplete title of office.  
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10. The partial term office is missing the term expiration date. 

 

11. Incorrect election year. 
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12. Incorrect election date. 

 

 

 

13. District number missing. 
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Examples fourteen through eighteen invalidate the signature. 

14. City/township is not within the county listed in the heading. 

 

 

 

15.  Signer’s street address is missing or a PO Box.  
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16. Date of signer’s signature is missing or incomplete. 

 

 

 

 

17. Signer’s signature is missing. 
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18. Signer put their date of birth rather than the date of signing. This 

would only render the entire sheet invalid if every signer entered their 

date of birth. 
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