Ballot Access Information for
Presidential Candidates
Seeking Office in 2024

Public Act 2 of 2023/Senate Bill 13, signed into law in 2023, moved the
presidential primary date from the current statutory date of March 12, 2024,
to February 27, 2024. The Act will take effect after 90 days have passed
from the date of the legislature’s adjournment for the year on November 14,
2023, which is February 13, 2024.

Michigan election law governs the ballot access procedures for candidates
who seek the office of U.S. President. As these procedures are subject to
change by the State Legislature, presidential candidates interested in
participating in Michigan’s February 27, 2024, primary election or
November 5, 2024, general election are encouraged to consult our website,
Michigan.gov/Elections, for updates.

February 27, 2024 Presidential Primary

Michigan’s February 27, 2024, Presidential Primary is limited to eligible
candidates who affiliate with the two major political parties, the Democratic
and Republican Parties. MCL 168.613a. The Secretary of State is required to
issue a “list of the individuals generally advocated by the national news
media to be potential candidates” for each major political party’s nomination
by 4:00 p.m. on November 13, 2023.t MCL 168.614a(1). Thereafter, the
state chairperson of each major political party must file a “list of individuals
whom they consider to be potential presidential candidates for that political
party” with the Secretary of State no later than 4:00 p.m. on November 14,
2023. MCL 168.614a(2).

The Secretary of State shall make both lists available to the public and shall
notify the candidates identified on each list of the provisions of the Michigan

! Deadlines falling on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday are automatically moved to the
next business day. MCL 168.13.
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election law that govern the Presidential Primary. MCL 168.614a(3).
Candidates identified on either list who wish to participate in Michigan’s
Presidential Primary are not required to do anything further to secure a place
on the ballot. MCL 168.615a(1). The ballot will include each major party’s
candidates appearing on either list and an option for voters to select
“uncommitted.” MCL 168.615a(3).

A person identified on either the Secretary of State’s or party chairperson’s
candidate listing may withdraw from Michigan’s Presidential Primary or
designate a different political party by filing an affidavit with the Secretary of
State no later than 4:00 p.m. on December 8, 2023, stating that:

e “(Candidate’s name) is not a presidential candidate.” In these
circumstances, the Secretary of State will not allow the candidate’s
name to be printed on the February 27, 2024, Primary Ballot; or

e The candidate’s party preference is different than the party listed in
the Secretary of State’s notice to the candidate. In these
circumstances, the Secretary of State will: (1) cause the candidate’s
name to be printed on the appropriate primary ballot, if the preferred
party is a major political party, or (2) not permit the candidate’s name
to be printed on the presidential primary ballot if the candidate’s
preferred party is not a major political party. MCL 168.615a(1).

An individual who is not listed as a potential presidential candidate by the
Secretary of State or a state party chairperson who wishes to appear on
Michigan’s Presidential Primary ballot must file a nhominating petition with the
Secretary of State no later than 4:00 p.m. on December 8, 2023.

MCL 168.615a(2). Petitions cannot be circulated prior to October 1, 2023.
Id. The number of valid signatures required on a nominating petition for a
candidate is “not less than 2 of 1% of the total votes cast in the state at the
previous presidential election for the presidential candidate of the political
party for which the individual is seeking nomination.” Id. The minimum
number of valid signatures required on a nominating petition for a
Democratic Party candidate is 14,020; for a Republican Party candidate, the
minimum number of valid signatures is 13,249.

Ballot Access Information for Presidential Candidates | 2 '

November 2023 Michigan Department of State \




November 5, 2024 General Election

The November general election ballot will combine the major party
presidential nominees, presidential nominees named by the minor parties
qualified to appear on Michigan’s general election ballot, and presidential
candidates who choose to run without political party affiliation. Write-in
candidates who seek the office of U.S. President are also eligible to
participate in the general election.

Presidential Candidates Affiliated with a Major
Party

The names and addresses of the Democratic and Republican Parties’
nominees for offices of president and vice-president must be certified by the
chairperson and the secretary of the party’s state central committee to the
Secretary of State within one business day after the conclusion of the party’s
state convention or national convention (whichever is later).

In addition, the chairperson and secretary of the party’s state central
committee must forward to the Secretary of State a certificate containing
the names and addresses of the party’s presidential electors. (The
qualifications that candidates for presidential elector must satisfy are
described below.) The certificate must be hand-delivered or sent to the
Secretary of State by certified or registered mail within one business day
after the conclusion of the party’s state convention. (MCL 168.42, 591, and
686).

Presidential Candidates Affiliated with a Minor
Party

For minor parties who are qualified to appear on the general election ballot
in Michigan?, the names, and addresses of the party’s nominees for the

2 The minor political parties currently qualified to appear on the November 2024 General
Election ballot are: Libertarian, U.S. Taxpayers, Green, Natural Law, and Working Class
parties.
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offices of president and vice-president must be certified by the chairperson
and secretary of the party’s state central committee to the Secretary of
State within one business day after the conclusion of the party’s state
convention or national convention (whichever is later).

In addition, the chairperson and secretary of the party’s state central
committee must forward to the Department of State, Bureau of Elections a
certificate containing the names and addresses of the party’s presidential
electors. (The qualifications that candidates for presidential elector must
satisfy are described below.) The certificate must be hand-delivered or sent
to the Secretary of State by certified or registered mail within one business
day after the conclusion of the party’s state convention. (MCL 168.42 and
686).

A political party may appear on the general election ballot in Michigan by
virtue of the voter support accorded the party at the last general election or
by filing a “new political party” petition. For further information on the
procedures which govern political party ballot access, see the publication,
New Political Party Qualification (January 2019).

Presidential Candidates without Political Party
Affiliation

A presidential candidate without political party affiliation must submit a
qualifying petition bearing a sufficient number of valid signatures, the name
and address of his or her running mate, and the names, and addresses of his
or her presidential electors. The qualifying petition must be filed no later
than 4:00 p.m. on July 18, 2024. MCL 168.590c. The name and address of
the candidate’s running mate and the names and addresses of his or her
presidential electors must be filed no later than August 31, 2024.

MCL 168.590d. All documents must be filed with the Department of State’s
Bureau of Elections.

e The minimum number of valid signatures required on the qualifying
petition is 12,000; up to 60,000 signatures can be submitted to cover
the minimum number of valid signatures required. MCL 168.544f. See
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Graveline v. Benson, 430 F. Supp. 3d 297 (E.D. Mich. 2019). Of the
signatures submitted on the petition, there must be at least 100
signatures from each of at least 2 of the congressional districts in the
state. MCL 168.590b.

e Any sighatures appearing on the qualifying petition which are dated
more than 180 days prior to the date the petition is filed are invalid.
MCL 168.590b.

e A candidate who wishes to withdraw his or her petition must submit a
written notice of withdrawal to the Department of State’s Bureau of
Elections no later than 4:00 p.m. on July 21, 2024. MCL 168.590c.

e A person who files a qualifying petition cannot appear on the ballot as
a partisan candidate for any office for the remainder of the calendar
year. MCL 168.590q. In addition, a person who files a partisan
nominating petition or filing fee as a candidate of a political party or
who is nominated by a political party convention, committee, or
caucus and accepts the nomination cannot file a qualifying petition for
the remainder of the calendar year. MCL 168.692a.

Write-in Candidates for President

Write-in votes cast for a candidate for president are tallied and certified as
votes for the candidate’s presidential electors only if the candidate forwards
the name of his or her running mate, a list of presidential electors, and a
“Declaration of Intent” form to the Department of State’s Bureau of Election
by August 31, 2024. Write-in votes cast for an individual seeking the office
of U.S. President who fails to file all of the required documents are not
counted. MCL 168.590d.

Presidential Electors: Qualifications and Eligibility

e A presidential candidate’s slate of electors must equal the number of
U.S. House members and U.S. Senators elected in Michigan.

e Michigan election law, MCL 168.41, provides the following:
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No person shall be eligible to be an elector of president
and vice-president who shall not have been a citizen of the
United States for at least 10 years and a resident and
registered elector of the congressional district for an
elector representing a congressional district, or of the
state, for an elector representing the state at large for at
least 1 year prior to the election. No senator or
representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector, as
provided in section 1 of article 2 of the United States
constitution.

Additional Information

If you have questions regarding the information presented here, please
contact this office. Answers to your questions will also be found in the
Michigan election law, which may be viewed at legislature.mi.gov.

Michigan Department of State

Bureau of Elections

P.O. Box 20126

Lansing, MI 48901-0726

Phone: (517) 335-3234 or (800) 292-5973
Fax: (517) 335-3235

Email: Elections@Michigan.gov

Web: Michigan.gov/Elections
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