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Job Aid: Common Functions of Campaign Finance 
Disclosure Public Search using Michigan Transparency 

Network (MiTN) 

The Michigan Department of State is committed to transparency of campaign 
finance data for the public. This job aid outlines how to complete the following 
functions: 

• Download a history of contributions to a committee  
• See who has received notifications  
• Download a history of candidate expenditures  
• Search for a history of contributions made by an individual  
• View details about a committee 

How to access public search links 

Links to public searches are on the Michigan Department of State website under 
Welcome to the Michigan Campaign Finance Searchable Database or on the 
Campaign Finance Disclosure page. 

1. Go to the section of the page with search links (Contributions Analysis, 
Expenditures Analysis, All Committees): 

 

Download a history of contributions to a committee 
1. Select Contributions Analysis.

 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/Disclosure/cfr/committee-search/intro/welcome-to-the-michigan-campaign-finance-searchable-database
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/cfr
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2. Under Committee Selection, input a committee name / keyword or ID 
number. If desired, select a committee type. 

 

3. To download retrieved records in spreadsheet format select Spreadsheet 
format. 
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4. Add other parameters (e.g., Statement Year, Amount, Date Range) on 
page to refine search results. Currently, searching by Contributor 
Information is not available for filings prior to April quarterly statements, 
which are due on 4/25. See the “Search for history of contributions made by 
an individual” section of this job aid to search individual contributions.
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5. Select Search. Note: large queries will take time. If the request times out, 
narrow your search by date or another search parameter.

 

6. Select Download Records in Spreadsheet Format.
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See who has received notifications 
The example shown here is for “Failure to File” advisory, though the functionality 
includes many other notifications. 

1. Select All Committees (Find a specific committee's records).

 

2. Select Notifications. 
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3. Under Notification Name, select Failure to File Advisory from the drop-
down menu.

 

Download a history of candidate expenditures 

1. Select Expenditures Analysis. 

 

2. Under Committee Selection, input a committee name / keyword or ID 
number. If desired, select a committee type. 
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3. To download retrieved records in spreadsheet format select Spreadsheet 
format. 

 

4. Add other parameters (e.g., Statement Year, Expenditure Amounts, 
Expenditure Type) on page to refine search results. 

5. Select Search. 
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6. Select Download Records in Spreadsheet Format.

 

Search for a history of contributions made by an individual 

1. Select Contribution analysis

 

2. Input search parameters into the Campaign Statement Selection or 
Contribution Details (e.g., Statement Year, Contribution Amounts) to limit 
search results 

a. Currently, searching by Contributor Information is not available for 
filings prior to April quarterly statements, which are due on 4/25. This 
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method provides an alternate method to obtain individual contributor 
details. 

b. For convenience, legacy data is available for download in Microsoft 
Excel format on Michigan Campaign Finance Searchable Database. 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/Disclosure/cfr/committee-search/intro/welcome-to-the-michigan-campaign-finance-searchable-database
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3. To download retrieved records in spreadsheet format select Spreadsheet 
format. 

 

4. Select Search. Note: large queries will take time. If the request times out, 
narrow your search by date or another search parameter.
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5. Select Download Records in Spreadsheet Format.

 

6. Open the downloaded spreadsheet 

7. In the spreadsheet, go to the Column labeled "Contributor"

 
8. Use search features within Excel to search and filter records (e.g., CTRL 

+ F, Data Filter). 

View details about a committee 

1. Select All Committees (Find a specific committee’s records)
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2. Select Committee to search 

 

3. Input Committee ID, Committee Name or other search parameters

 

4. Select Search 

5. Select the desired committee to see details 



 

MICHIGAN BUREAU OF  ELECTIONS  
RICHARD H .  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR ●  430  W.  ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918  

(800)  292-5973  
[Apr i l  2025]  

6. Browse the menus on the left-hand side of the window to see additional 
information. 

 

If you have questions on Campaign Finance Public Search, please contact us at 
MDOS-CampaignFinance@Michigan.gov. 

mailto:MDOS-CampaignFinance@Michigan.gov
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