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Updates 
A number of updates have been made to the original version of this manual 
published on March 14, 2024. 

Edition Date: Updates Included: 
April 23, 2025 • Updated access information for the Michigan 

Transparency Network (MiTN) system. 
• Updated instructions for how to enter and submit 

a personal financial disclosure filing. 
• Clarifications on when candidates for office need 

to file. 
• Clarifications on mandatory and optional fields for 

disclosure. 
 

May 15, 2024 • Updated contact information for the MiLogin Help 
Desk. 

• Updated instructions to add MiTN-PFD platform to 
the MiLogin Menu. 

 
April 5, 2024 • Additional information on lobbying disclosures. 

• Additional information on requesting a 
declaratory ruling. 

• Additional information in several of the disclosure 
types, such as assets, securities, and liabilities. 

• Additional FAQs based on questions from filers. 
• Additional references and links to Michigan’s 

Compiled Laws. 
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I. Introduction 
Overview 
Proposal 2022-1, adopted by voters in the November 2022 election, 
incorporated personal financial disclosure (or “PFD”) requirements into 
Article IV, Section 10 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963. Under the 
Constitution, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Attorney General, and each member of the state Legislature must submit an 
annual financial disclosure report that specifies assets, liabilities, sources of 
income, and other personal financial information. Certain lobbyist 
information must also be reported, some of which is already required by 
state law. 

Implementing legislation enacted by the amendment went into effect in 
2024. This includes Public Acts 281, 282, 283, 284 and 267 of 2023 (the 
“acts”). As required by the constitutional amendment, state public officers 
were required to provide their first report by April 15, 2024. Candidates for 
office were to provide their first reports by May 15, 2024, in accordance with 
MCL 169.305(2). 

Beginning in 2025 and annually thereafter, public officers and candidates for 
office will provide their PFD reports by May 15 of each year. MCL 15.705(2); 
MCL 169.305(2). 

All PFD reports are required to be filed electronically and will be made 
available for viewing by the public. All disclosures must be submitted using 
the Michigan Transparency Network online software system (or MiTN, 
pronounced “mitten”), which is accessible to filers through their State of 
Michigan MiLogin account. 

As additional information is available, this manual will be revised and 
expanded. Please refer to the Bureau of Elections’ (BOE) personal financial 
disclosure page for additional information. The final version of the software 
may contain slight variations from the screenshots shown in this manual. 

  

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0613
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0614
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0615
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0616
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pud2kizvuqfldhe3mrl3xn22))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0374
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/personal-financial-disclosure
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/personal-financial-disclosure


 
Personal Financial Disclosure Manual | 8 

April/May 2025         Michigan Bureau of Elections 

Statutory Interpretation 
Filers may have questions about matters that are not expressly addressed 
by the PFD acts. The Michigan Department of State cannot informally 
provide answers to questions that the PFD acts do not address. The 
Department implements PFD acts according to its statutory language, formal 
declaratory rulings, interpretive statements and/or opinions of the Michigan 
Attorney General. 

This manual is based on the BOE’s interpretation of the statutory language. 
The BOE will assist filers in answering questions based on its interpretation 
of the PFD acts, but these answers do not constitute a binding or formal 
opinion of the Michigan Department of State. 

To make a formal request for a binding interpretation, please request a 
declaratory ruling. 

The Bureau cannot give filers legal advice and encourages filers to consult 
their own attorney. 
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II. Filing Requirements 
A. Who must file? 
Certain state-level elected officials and certain candidates are required to 
publicly disclose some personal financial information in accordance with the 
constitution as amended by Proposal 1 of 2022 and implemented by Public 
Acts 281–284 and Public Act 267 of 2023. 

These disclosures are limited to public officers and candidates for office 
for the following positions in the state of Michigan: 

• Governor 
• Lieutenant Governor 
• Secretary of State 
• Attorney General 
• State Representative 
• State Senator 

The Michigan Constitution requires public officers to provide PFD reports, 
and implementing legislation expanded the reporting obligation to 
candidates for the same offices, as well as limited disclosure concerning the 
spouses of the same filers. 

Public Act 282 of 2023 (MCL 169.301 – MCL 169.315) states that if a 
candidate for one of the specified offices, which is on the ballot for an 
election in the year in which the filing is due, meets the definition of a 
candidate for the purposes of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) 
(MCL 169.203), and if their candidate committee spends or receives more 
than $1,000 during the election cycle, they are subject to PFD requirements. 
MCL 169.303(a)-(b); MCL 169.305(1). 

A candidate for one of the specified offices who is not also a current public 
officer, is required to file a personal financial disclosure only if the position 
they are running for will appear on a ballot during the filing year. 

A special election for one of the specified positions may trigger the 
requirement that a candidate for office submit a PFD report. 

Individuals who hold one of the above public offices and are also a 
candidate for office in a given year are required to file under both financial 
disclosure acts but satisfy the filing requirements under both acts by 
submitting only one PFD report as an public officer as required by Public Act 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-282-of-2023
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-169-203
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(54danik203mrmvm5jrdqsa20))/mileg.aspx?page=PASearch&paNumber=281&paYear=2023
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281 of 2023.1 Commissions, statewide elected educational boards, judges 
and judicial candidates and local candidates and local office holders DO NOT 
FILE. 

B. When to file? 

2025 filing deadlines 
For 2025, all public officers will submit their PFD reports on or before 5 p.m. 
on May 15, 2025. 

The only scenario that would cause a candidate who is not a current public 
officer to need to file in 2025 is if a special election is called to fill a vacancy 
for one of the positions that is subject to the PFD acts. Candidates for office 
to fill such vacancies should refer to the Bureau of Elections PFD Home Page 
for additional guidance, including who must file and filing deadlines that will 
apply. 

2026 and later filing deadlines 
For 2026, and following years, all public officers will submit their PFD reports 
on or before 5 p.m. on May 15 of each year they hold a public position that 
is subject to the acts. 

An individual is a candidate for office that must file a PFD report if all of the 
following are true: 

• They meet the definition of a candidate under the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act (MCFA), MCL 169.203. 

• The office for which they are a candidate will appear on the ballot for 
an election in the same year in which the PFD filing is due. 

• Their candidate committee spends or receives more than $1,000 
toward their nomination or election during the current election cycle 
(election cycles begin the day following the election day the office last 
appeared on a ballot for election). 

If the candidate for office files a statement of organization for that 
candidate’s candidate committee after May 15 in order to be nominated by a 
political party at the political party’s nominating convention, the report must 
be filed no later than 15 days after that candidate files the statement of 

 
1 Public officers and candidates generally are required to disclose the same information; 
however, public officers have some additional disclosure obligations. Accordingly, an 
individual who is both a public officer and a candidate filing disclosures as a public officer 
will disclose all the information required of a candidate in their disclosure as a public officer. 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(54danik203mrmvm5jrdqsa20))/mileg.aspx?page=PASearch&paNumber=281&paYear=2023
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organization for that candidate’s candidate committee. MCL 169.305. 

Additional reporting requirement: Employment agreements 
A public officer who is not reelected or seeking reelection to public office 
must report to the department within 10 days after entering into any 
agreement or arrangement for future employment that the public officer is 
to begin within 1 year after the end of the public officer’s term of office. MCL 
15.708. See Employment agreements on page 15 for additional information. 

C. What types of information must be disclosed? 
The acts specify the required contents of the personal financial disclosure 
(PFD) report in MCL 15.707 and MCL 169.307. 

Reporting period 
All information must be reported for the previous “reporting period.” 
According to the acts, the reporting period for purposes of PFD is the 
preceding calendar year. MCL 15.703(m); MCL 169.303(j). 

Mandatory disclosures 
Mandatory disclosure fields are included in the MiTN system to meet the 
specific requirements of the acts and constitution. Occupations, organization 
names, and creditor names of liabilities are some examples of required 
fields. In some areas, filers will utilize a drop-down menu of information to 
describe a disclosure. In those cases, a filer does not need to report on all 
items in the list; only those items for which they have a disclosure to report. 
The list provides items that may be relevant to the area, but the filer is only 
required to select items that are relevant to them and meet the disclosure 
requirements in their case. 

Optional disclosures 
The optional fields within MiTN are provided in accordance with MCL 15.701 
and MCL 169.301, which provide that the financial disclosures required by 
the acts represent a minimum expectation of transparency, and individuals 
are encouraged to make financial disclosures in addition to those required by 
the acts. Filers are encouraged to provide additional disclosure, inform the 
public of conflicts of interest, or provide information resolving conflicts of 
interest. While any information disclosed must be accurate, there is no 
statutory or constitutional requirement to provide information within these 
fields. 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0xv1urusccjrsriw3k4yv0xe))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-15-707
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0jrfbz0g1dyapayzxob5yzkn))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-169-307
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-15-701
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-169-301
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Reporting for public officers and candidates 
Employers and earned income 

Employer is defined as one that hires others to perform a service or engage 
in an activity in exchange for compensation. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
legal definition) 

Earned income is defined as salaries, wages, tips, bonuses, commissions, or 
other compensation or earnings from employment earned during the 
reporting period. (Public Acts 281, 282). MCL 15.703(c); MCL 169.303(d). 

Filers must disclose names and addresses of employers, their occupation, 
and the position held with that employer, both for themselves and their 
spouse for all sources of income that the filer earned $1,000.00 or more in 
annual income. Other sources of earned income and other common types of 
earnings from employment are included in a MiTN dropdown menu. There is 
also an opportunity to describe other earned income types that are not 
listed. MCL 169.307. 

Filers, on a voluntary basis, may disclose the amount of earned income, 
whether they have ceased that employment/earned income, and other 
optional disclosures and clarifying information. 

Unearned income 

Unearned income is defined as income that is not earned from employment, 
including, but not limited to, financial prize, unemployment benefits, 
annuities, stock dividends, deferred compensation, pension, profit sharing, 
or retirement income. MCL 15.703(n); MCL 169.303(l). (Public Acts 281, 
282). The types of unearned income above, as well as other common 
unearned incomes forms, are included in a MiTN dropdown menu. 

Filers are not required to disclose any source of unearned income that does 
not exceed $200 during the reporting period. Filers are not required to 
disclose inheritance money or a familial gift. 

On a voluntary basis, filers may disclose the amount of income received 
from the unearned income source and may describe other unearned income 
types that are not listed. 

Real property 

Real property is defined as property consisting of land, buildings, crops, or 
other resources still attached to or within the land or improvements or 
fixtures permanently attached to the land or a structure on it. (Merriam-

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0613
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0614
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0613
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0614
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Webster Dictionary) 

Filers must disclose any real property in which the public officer holds an 
ownership or other financial interest in when the property has a fair market 
value of $1,000.00 or more during the reporting period. 

A filer report must identify the location of the property but may exclude the 
street number of a parcel of real property. 

Filers may disclose the values of property on a voluntary basis. 

Assets 

Assets are defined as the entire property of a person, business organization, 
or estate that is subject to the payment of debts. (Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary definition) 

Filers must disclose a list of each asset held for investment or production 
of income, with a fair market value of $1,000 or more during the reporting 
period. For purposes of the report, real property is disclosed under the real 
property section, not the assets section. Public officers must disclose the fair 
market values of the listed assets. 

Filers do not have to disclose business assets, meaning that assets which are 
wholly owned and controlled by a business are not subject to mandatory 
disclosure. Note that the actual ownership of the business itself is considered 
a personal asset for reporting purposes and must be disclosed as such. 

In this disclosure, as well as other areas in the MiTN system, a list of 
potential investments or income-producing entities is included to aid in the 
reporting of assets but does not require a filer to report all items in the list. 

A filer is required to disclose one or more of the listed assets only if the filer 
determines one of those items meets the requirements listed in the above 
definition. 

Liabilities 

Liabilities means what a person owes to another person, including, but not 
limited to, mortgages or other debts. MCL 15.703(g); MCL 169.303(h). For 
purposes of the acts, a debt does not include a revolving debt, an unsecured 
debt that is from a financial institution or the federal government, or a debt 
owed by a business entity. (Public Acts 281, 282). As an example, a 
federally backed, unsecured student loan would not be disclosed but a 
secured student loan, such as a home-backed student loan, would be 
disclosed. 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0613
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0614
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Filers must disclose a list of all liabilities that exceed $10,000 owed by the 
public officer to a creditor at any time during the reporting period, except for 
credit card debts and other revolving debts. Public officers must include the 
amount owed on each liability at the end of the reporting period. 

In this disclosure, as well as other areas in the MiTN system, a list of 
potential liabilities is included to aid in the reporting of liabilities but does not 
require a filer to report all liabilities in the list. A filer is required to disclose 
one or more of the listed liabilities only if the filer determines it falls within 
the statutory definition. 

Filers may provide additional information on a voluntary basis for the 
liability. 

Securities and investments 

Securities are instruments of investment in the form of a document (such as 
a stock certificate or bond) providing evidence of its ownership. (Merriam-
Webster Dictionary) 

Filers must provide a list of any stocks, bonds, or other forms of securities 
held by the filer or held jointly with the filer’s spouse during the reporting 
period, if the security has a total aggregate fair market value of $1,000 or 
more. Filers must indicate the type, ownership, and other information to 
identify the investment. Public officers must also disclose the value of the 
security at the end of the reporting period. 

Filers are not required to disclose a stock in a widely held investment fund, 
including, but not limited to, a mutual fund, regulated investment company, 
pension or deferred compensation plan, or other investment fund, if both of 
the following apply: 

• Either the fund is publicly traded, or the assets of the fund are widely 
diversified. 

• The public officer or the public officer’s spouse does not exercise 
control over the financial interests held by the fund. MCL 15.707(1)(i); 
MCL 169.307(1)(i). 

In this disclosure, as well as other areas in the MiTN system, a list of 
potential securities/investments is included to aid in reporting but does not 
require a filer to report all items in the list. A filer is required to disclose one 
or more of the listed securities/investments only if the filer determines it 
meets the statutory requirements for reporting, as explained above. 

Filers may provide additional information on a voluntary basis for the 
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security or investment. 

Positions in organizations 

Filers must disclose all positions they hold as a public officer, director, 
trustee, partner, proprietor, representative, employee, or consultant of any 
organization, corporation, firm, partnership, or other business enterprise, 
nonprofit organization, labor organization, or educational or other institution. 

The filers must disclose the name of the organization and address of the 
organization, the filer’s title, and type of organization. 

Filers are not required to disclose positions held in any religious, social, 
fraternal, or political entity, or positions that are solely of an honorary 
nature. Their position held as a public officer in the state of Michigan is not 
required to be included in their disclosure. 

Filers may also indicate their ownership interest and additional voluntary 
disclosures. 

Blind trusts 

Blind trust means a qualified blind trust or qualified diversified trust as those 
terms are defined in 5 CFR 2634.403. 

Filers must disclose the existence of a blind trust, and description of the 
interest in the trust. 

Filers are also required to disclose any income from a trust in the unearned 
income section. 

Filers may voluntarily provide any additional disclosures or clarifying 
information. 

Employment agreements 

Filers must disclose the identity of parties to, and general terms of any 
agreements or arrangements with respect to future employment, a leave of 
absence while serving as a public officer, continuation, or deferral of 
payments by a former or current employer other than this state, or 
continuing participation in an employee welfare or benefit plan maintained 
by a former employer. 

In addition to the annual report, a public officer who is not reelected 
or seeking reelection to public office must report entering into any 
agreement or arrangement within 10 days of the agreement. The 
report must include the date, identity of the parties to, and the general 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title5-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title5-vol3-sec2634-403.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title5-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title5-vol3-sec2634-403.pdf
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terms of any agreement or arrangement with respect to future employment 
that the public officer is to begin within one year after the end of the public 
officer’s term of office. MCL 15.708. An employment agreement which is 
entered into after the public officer leaves office does not need to be 
reported. 

Filers may voluntarily provide any additional disclosures or clarifying 
information. 

Interests with state contracts 

Filers must indicate if the filer or the filer’s spouse is a registered vendor 
with this state, has a majority interest in a company that is a registered 
vendor with this state, or is employed by a company that is a registered 
vendor with this state. 

If the filer or filer’s spouse is a registered vendor, has a majority interest in 
a company that is a registered vendor, or is employed by a registered 
vendor, the filer must provide the name of the company and a description of 
the contracts. Filers will also be asked to disclose the department utilizing 
the contract. 

Filer’s may voluntarily provide the vendor number and contract number 
utilized by the state to describe the contracts, as well as a description of the 
work they provided on the contract and the income they received during the 
reporting period. 

Reporting for public officers only 
Lobbyist interactions 

Lobbyist means that term as defined in Section 5 of 1978 PA 472, MCL 
4.415. 

Lobbyist agent means that term as defined in Section 5 of 1978 PA 472, MCL 
4.415. 

Gift means that term as defined in Section 7 of the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.207. 

Honorarium means that term as defined in Section 7 of the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.207. 

The Lobby Act (PA 472 of 1978) regulates required disclosures for lobbyists 
and their agents, while the Public Officers Financial Disclosure Act (PFD Act) 
regulates required disclosures for public officers along with Const 1963, art 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-15-708
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-4-415
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-4-415
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-4-415
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-4-415
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(gcrxpu4qdxmwiyh3yujamhap))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-169-207
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-169-207
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-Article-IV-10
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4, § 10. 

The two acts do not require identical disclosures. The PFD Act, MCL 
15.707(1)(l) through (n) and the Constitution, require public officers to 
disclose the following lobbyist-related items: 

• Gifts received and required to be reported under state law by a 
lobbyist or lobbyist agent. 

• Travel payments and reimbursements received and required to be 
reported under state law by a lobbyist or lobbyist agent. 

• Payments made by a lobbyist or lobbyist agent to a charity in lieu of 
honoraria. 

All disclosures made by lobbyists and their agents can be accessed from the 
lobbying disclosure webpage. 

Although disclosures made by lobbyists will be a helpful reference point, 
public officers should keep and rely on their own records for the disclosure of 
these items to ensure their disclosures are accurate. Public officers are 
obligated to disclose gifts, travel payments, and travel reimbursements from 
lobbyists and lobbyist agents if the lobbyist or lobbyist agent was required 
to report the gift, travel payment, or travel reimbursement under the Lobby 
Act regardless of whether the lobbyist or lobbyist agent actually properly 
reported the interaction. See Attorney General Opinion #7325. The Lobby 
Act sets out reporting requirements for lobbyists and lobbyist agents in MCL 
4.418. Candidates for office are not required to disclose any lobbyist 
interactions. This disclosure is only required for public officers. 

Reporting information for spouses of filers 
Pursuant to the acts, filers must disclose all the following: 

1. Occupation of spouse, 
2. Name of spouse’s employer, 
3. If the spouse is a registered lobbyist or lobbyist agent, 
4. All securities spouse owns jointly with the filer, and 
5. If the spouse is a registered vendor with the state or has a financial 

interest with a vendor who holds a state contract. 

Filers may omit any of the following: 
1. An item that concerns a spouse who is living separate and apart from 

the public officer with the intention of terminating the marriage or 
maintaining a legal separation. MCL 15.709(c); MCL 169.309(c). 

2. An item that concerns income of the public officer arising from 
dissolution of the public officer’s marriage or a permanent legal 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-Article-IV-10
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/lobby
https://www.ag.state.mi.us/opinion/datafiles/2020s/op10404.htm
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-4-418
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-4-418
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separation from the public officer’s spouse. MCL 15.709(d); MCL 
169.309(d). 

Permissible omissions from report 
A filer does not need to disclose an item otherwise required to be reported if 
all the following apply: 

1. The item represents the exclusive financial interest and responsibility 
of the filer’s spouse about which the filer does not have control, and  

2. The item is not in any way derived from the income, assets, or 
activities of the public officer, and 

3. The public officer does not derive, or expect to derive, financial benefit 
from the item. MCL 15.709(b); MCL 169.309(b). 

A filer may omit information an individual is required to report under the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 PA 388, MAC 169.201 to 169.282. 
MCL 15.709(a); MCL 169.309(a). 

D. Where do I file? 
All filings will be completed online. The acts do not allow for paper 
submission of reports. As such, the Bureau of Elections does not maintain 
paper forms for the purpose of filing Personal Financial Disclosures. See MCL 
15.713(1)(b); MCL 169.313(1)(b). 

The Michigan Bureau of Elections Personal Financial Disclosure Section is 
dedicated to PFD filings and compliance. 
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III. MiTN Electronic Filing System 
A. MiTN platform overview 
The Michigan Transparency Network (MiTN, pronounced “mitten”) is a web-
based platform provided by the Michigan Department of State (MDOS), 
Bureau of Elections (BOE) for Michigan residents to find reports from public 
officers, candidates, lobbyists, and other disclosures required by law. It is 
also the online portal on which all filers will submit their reports, filings and 
other documents or information, including their personal financial disclosure 
(PFD) reports. 

A MiLogin account and password is required for each individual who will be 
preparing and/or submitting PFD reports to the MiTN system. 

B. Which MiLogin portal to utilize 
MiLogin is the State of Michigan’s centralized identity management solution 
that allows users the ability to access a variety ofstate services and systems 
online across multiple state agencies, using a single user ID and password. 

You may already have a MiLogin account if you have accessed other state of 
Michigan online services, such as ones in the examples below: 

• CHAMPS (Medicaid processing) 
• MDOS - CARS (Michigan Department of State notary and automobile 

registration system) 
• Michigan Treasury Online 

MiLogin connects you to a variety of State of Michigan services through one 
single user ID and allows you to sign up for and connect to the MiTN 
application. The MiTN setup process is the same for either MiLogin portal, 
with the exception of the starting url address. 

All MiTN users will need their own MiLogin-Citizen or MiLogin-Business 
account to access the new system. The State of Michigan recommends the 
following: 

Filers (Public Officers and Candidates for Office) 
• First-time filers should utilize a MiLogin-Citizen account 
• Returning filers who in 2024 utilized a: 

o MiLogin-Citizen account to file their 2024 PFD report should 
continue using MiLogin-Citizen. 

o MiLogin-Business account to file their 2024 PFD report can opt to: 
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 Continue using their MiLogin-Business if they choose. 
 *Set up a new Citizens MiLogin to file their 2025 report; or 
 *Utilize an existing Citizens MiLogin to file their 2025 report. 

Data Entry Users (Assistants, Accountants, Staff, Spouses of Filers, etc.): 
• Utilize a MiLogin-Citizen account if you are an individual. 
• Utilize a MiLogin-Business account you a firm, a firm employee, or are 

otherwise prohibited from using your MiLogin-Citizen account for PFD 
filing purposes. 

*2025 filers who use a different platform than what they used to file/access 
their 2024 reports will not be able to see their 2024 filings inside their MiTN 
account, but it will remain viewable as filed on the public search site. 

Filers should set up their MiLogin account using their personal email address. 

C. Create a MiLogin account 

Skip this step if you already have a MiLogin account 

MiLogin Setup 
1. Open a supported browser and go to: 

Business Portal: https://milogintp.michigan.gov/ 
Citizen Portal : https://milogin.michigan.gov/ 

2. Click Create Account and provide the following information: 
First name, middle name (optional), and last name. 
Email address (used for account verification). 
User ID and password. 

MiLogin Assistance 
The MiLogin provides direct technical assistance line for all users of the 
MiLogin system. For additional information on MiLogin, visit the MiLogin 
Information Page. Should you have difficulty, please call the MiLogin help 
desk at 877-932-6424, then press Option #5 for assistance. 

D. Add MiTN to your MiLogin Dashboard 
Beginning in 2025 all filers will first access the Michigan Transparency 
Network by placing a link to the MiTN platform on their MiLogin Dashboard. 
This will be required even if the filer completed a 2024 filing using the 
standalone version of MiTN-PFD.  

https://milogintp.michigan.gov/
https://milogin.michigan.gov/
https://milogin.michigan.gov/uisecure/selfservice/anonymous/help?Target=https%3A%2F%2Fmiloginci.michigan.gov%2Foidc%2Fendpoint%2Fdefault%2Fauthorize%3FqsId%3D1acc87d5-8bbe-49a5-afae-f0585de68a27%26client_id%3D28d60358-8345-4827-9a4d-de796b4159c7&lang=en#passless
https://milogin.michigan.gov/uisecure/selfservice/anonymous/help?Target=https%3A%2F%2Fmiloginci.michigan.gov%2Foidc%2Fendpoint%2Fdefault%2Fauthorize%3FqsId%3D1acc87d5-8bbe-49a5-afae-f0585de68a27%26client_id%3D28d60358-8345-4827-9a4d-de796b4159c7&lang=en#passless
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Only first-time users of the MiTN system will need to complete these setup 
steps. Users who have already added MiTN to their MiLogin Dashboard can 
skip this step. 

1) Log into your MiLogin account. 
2) From the MiLogin dashboard, click on “Find Services” under “Discover 

Online Services.” 

 

3) Under “Filter by Department” list on the left, scroll down and to locate 
and check the box next to Michigan Secretary of State (SOS) 
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4) In the “Search for Services” search box, begin typing “Michigan 
Transparency Network” until you see it on the list, then click to select it. 

 

5) Read and agree to the Terms & Conditions, and then Click request 
Service.” 
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6) As a one-time activity, you will need to click the confirmation to create 

account when redirected to MiTN. 
 

7) You can now see and access the Michigan Transparency Network system 
directly from your MiLogin Home Page each time you need to file any 
reports or statements. 
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IV. Utilizing MiTN for Personal 
Financial Disclosure 

A. User roles 
Currently, there are two roles for users within the MiTN PFD module. 
Each user must have a separate MiLogin account. 

Filer: (Candidate/Public officer) This role is the candidate or public 
officer themselves who must certify all reports and whose information 
is disclosed within the report. 

Data Entry User: (Formerly called a “Preparer”.) This role may be an 
accountant, spouse, staff or other assistant that the filer will authorize 
to have data entry level access to their PFD account. This role cannot 
be utilized to certify or submit the report but may assist in preparation 
and inputting information. Adding this role to a specific filer's 
disclosure report can only be initiated by the data entry user after the 
filer has completed their PFD registration, and the filer must then 
approve the access request within the MiTN-PFD module. 

B. Registering a PFD filer in MiTN 
When first accessing the MiTN system, a PFD filer will need to create a 
registration in the MiTN-PFD Module. For detailed screen-by-screen 
guidance, please go to the PFD Home Page to view the recorded 2025 
PFD training webinar. 
 
Filers will begin by clicking “Start Registration” from the “Register as 
Filer” tab. 
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After clicking on “Start Registration,” filers are required to provide basic 
identifying information, including whether they are a candidate, official or 
both; their address; spousal information; and other information. 

 

The registration process requires filers to: 
1) provide their identifying information, including name, address, and 

spouse information 
2) list all candidate committees associated to them. 
3) disclose if the filer currently is a public officer, a candidate for office 

or both. 
4) review and submit their registration as a public disclosure. 

Once the registration is submitted, filers can: 
• prepare and submit their annual PFD disclosure report. 
• authorize data entry users to assist them with their filings. 
• assist another filer with their PFD report when access is granted. 
• review outstanding notices of errors or omissions, or fees 

A progress bar is located at the top of the registration page, allowing 
filers to navigate easily between the four registration screens. 
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C. Access requests 
After completing their registration of identifying information, filers may 
authorize other people to the account called data entry users (formerly 
called preparers) to aid in processing disclosures. This could be a spouse, 
accountant, staff or other assistant. 

All users must first have their own MiLogin account, from which they will 
then set up the MiTN platform as a service (see page 20, one time set up 
to add MiTN to your MiLogin account). 

Requesting access 

Step 1: Choose between these two options: 
• If you are a non-filer requesting access to a filer’s account 

In the MiTN-PFD module, go to your PFD dashboard, click the tab 
“Request Data Entry Access” 

 

• If you are a filer requesting access to another filer’s account 
From your own MiTN-PFD account, select the “Data Entry” tab, 
then click “Request Access” 

 

Step 2: Search for the filer to request access: 
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In the search box, begin typing at least three letters in the name of 
the filer for whom you are requesting data entry access. 

When the name appears, click on it, then click Save and Next. 

You will select Role Type as Data Entry, then click Save and Next. 

Step 3: Click the attestation check box then click Submit. 

Step 4: Wait for the filer to approve your access request 
Once the filer has approved your access, you will be able to assist 
that filer with their PFD report; however, you will NOT be able to 
certify or submit the report on their behalf. 

Approving or denying access 

After a data entry user has requested access, the filer will be able to 
see the request on the Access tab of their PFD account. 

Click review to open the request on your screen. 

You can then approve or deny the request. 

If approved, the data entry user can go in via their own account to 
prepare and assist you with your PFD filing. 

The data entry user will have access to prepare, but not to certify or 
submit a filer’s disclosures. 
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D. Starting a new disclosure 
After registering in MiTN, filers will need to begin a new 2025 disclosure 
report. 

From your PFD home page, select the Disclosures tab, then click “Start 
Disclosures.”  

Note: You do not need to complete your disclosure filing in one session, 
because the system will save your work in progress if need to come back 
later to finish. If you previously started your disclosures, and are 
returning to your Disclosures tab, you will select “Continue Disclosures.” 

Filers are required to input items requiring disclosure onto the 12 forms, 
each represented on their own tab, of the disclosure. While the acts 
require certain disclosures be reported on the forms, not all filers will 
have data to enter in every category. If you have no items to disclose on 
a given form, you will be required to verify there are no disclosures to 
include when you certify and submit your report. 

 

The forms can be completed in any order the filer chooses to complete 
them by clicking on the tabs as shown above. 

E. Mandatory field information 
The backgrounds (and text next to each optional box) will reflect whether 
the field is mandatory or optional to disclose on your forms. 

Mandatory fields are those required to meet the specific requirements of 
the acts and Constitution, or to further describe required information. 

F. Optional field information 
The optional fields within MiTN are provided in accordance with MCL 
15.701 and MCL 169.301. The acts require all reports to be filed 
electronically, so the system provides opportunities to provide additional 
specific fields of information, such as income amounts. The system also 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-15-701
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-15-701
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-169-301
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provides optional text boxes for additional disclosure of any information, 
explain why certain disclosures do not demonstrate conflicts of interest, 
or how a conflict of interest has been resolved. 

Optional fields are provided in accordance with section one of both acts, 
as filers are encouraged to provide additional disclosure, inform the public 
of conflicts of interest, or provide information resolving conflicts of 
interest. Optional fields are marked with a red outline and clearly marked 
“Optional.” 

While any information disclosed must be accurate, there is no statutory or 
constitutional requirement to provide information within these fields. 

G. Summary page review 
Once all entries have been added to the disclosure forms you will need to 
review the report before you then certify and submit. When ready, at the 
bottom of your disclosures page, click on “Review and Submit” 

 

Only a filer can review and submit a completed report. Data entry users 
will see this box as gray, not green, and they cannot select it. After a filer 
clicks though, they will be presented with a summary page, showing each 
form (header/tab) with all entries itemized below the header. 

The filer must review each section of the summary page to verify that 
each entry is true, complete, and correct. 
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When a required form contains no entries, the filer has the option to 
either: 

1) go back into the disclosure report to add missing entries, or  

2) click on the red bar on the summary page to confirm that there are no 
disclosures to report on the empty form(s). 

 

H. Certification 
The acts require each filer to agree to the following statement: 

I certify that the statements I have made on this financial 
disclosure form are true, complete, and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, and that I have not moved assets during 
the reporting period for the purpose of avoiding disclosure under 
the Public Officers Financial Disclosure Act/Candidate for Office 
Financial Disclosure Act. 
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Filers will attest to this statement by checking the box next to the 
statement on the summary page. The Submit button will remain gray and 
cannot be selected until the attestation is completed. 

I. Submitting a report 

Once the summary page is reviewed and certified, the filer will click on 
“Submit” to file their report and the disclosures will be immediately 
viewable by the public. 

J. Amending a report 
Once a report is submitted, filers must amend a report to make changes.  
Both versions of the report will be visible to the public. 

Only the filer may amend and submit an amended report. While a 
preparer may input the information, the filer is required be logged into 
their MiLogin account to certify each section and to certify the 
amendment according to statute and submit the amendment within MiTN. 
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V. Enforcement 
A. Staff reviews 
The Bureau of Elections will review filings for timeliness, completeness and 
accuracy and will notify filers of failure to file, incomplete filings, and errors 
or omissions in the filings. MCL 15.713; MCL 169.313. The Bureau will 
provide technical assistance, training, and other support for filers. 

B. Penalties for noncompliance 
Fees: An individual who fails to file a report as required shall pay a late filing 
fee of $25 for each business day after the first 10 business days that the 
report remains unfiled up to $1,000. MCL 15.715(1); MCL 169.315(1). 

Civil fines: An individual who knowingly files an incomplete or inaccurate 
report in violation of this act may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more 
than $2,000. MCL 15.715(3); MCL 169.315(3). 

Payments: All payments for fees and fines shall be paid by check at this 
time written to the State of Michigan and paid via mail or in person at the 
Michigan Bureau of Elections in Lansing. 

Collection: Any late filing fee assessed, or civil fine imposed that remains 
unpaid for more than 180 days is required to be referred to the Michigan 
Department of Treasury for collection. MCL 15.715(4); MCL 169.315(4). 

C. Complaints 
A person may file a complaint with the Secretary of State that alleges a 
violation of the acts. The complaint procedure is set forth under MCL 15.713 
and MCL 169.313. 

A complaint must satisfy all of the following requirements: 

1. Be signed by the complainant, 

2. State the name, address, and telephone number of the complainant, 

3. State the name and address of the person alleged to have violated the 
acts, 

4. Describe how the relevant act was violated and include evidence to 
support the allegation, and 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-15-713
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-169-313
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5. Include the complainant’s certification that, to the best of the 
complainant’s knowledge, information, and belief—formed after a 
reasonable inquiry under the circumstances—each factual contention of 
the complaint is supported by evidence. 

The person against whom the complaint was filed will be provided an 
opportunity to submit a response to the Secretary of State. 

After investigation, if the Secretary of State determines that there may be 
reason to believe that a violation of the identified act occurred, the Secretary 
of State shall pursue corrective actions or prevent a further violation by 
using informal methods such as a conference, conciliation, or persuasion, 
and may enter into a conciliation agreement with the person involved. The 
Secretary of State may also commence a hearing to determine if a violation 
of the identified act has occurred. 

A complaint form and complaint guidebook can be found on the Complaints 
section of the BOE website. 

D. Declaratory rulings or interpretive statements 
The formal procedure for responding to questions regarding the application 
of the personal financial disclosure acts is through a declaratory ruling 
pursuant to the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 
24.201 to 24.328. MCL 15.713(1)(d); MCL 169.313(1)(d).  

The acts, specifically under MCL 15.713(2)-(4) and MCL 169.313(2)-(4), 
provide procedures for requesting a declaratory ruling and include specific 
timelines for publishing requests, submitting public comments, and issuing 
responses. 

A declaratory ruling is issued when a request for a ruling concerns a specific, 
factual situation. A person who will be directly affected by the ruling must 
make the request. The ruling is binding on the Secretary of State and on the 
person requesting the ruling unless modified or set aside by a court. MCL 
24.263.  

A person requesting a declaratory ruling should: 

1. State that a declaratory ruling is being requested. 

2. Indicate the specific, existing set of facts involved. 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/cfr/complaints


 
Personal Financial Disclosure Manual | 34 

April/May 2025         Michigan Bureau of Elections 

3. Cite, if known, the legal authority upon which the request is 
based. 

An interpretive statement is less formal than a declaratory ruling and may 
be issued when a request for a declaratory ruling is insufficient to warrant 
issuance of a declaratory ruling. An interpretive statement does not have the 
force and effect of law and is merely explanatory.  

The Secretary of State may refuse to issue a declaratory ruling or an 
interpretive statement under the acts if the request is anonymous, if the 
Secretary of State determines that the subject matter of the request is 
frivolous on its face, or if the request is indefinite or lacks specificity. MCL 
15.713(2); MCL 169.313(2). 

Declaratory ruling requests may be submitted by emailing MDOS-
BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov. 
  

mailto:MDOS-BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOS-BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov
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Appendix A: Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Note: Unless otherwise specified, these answers are based on the Bureau’s 
interpretation of the financial disclosure acts and do not constitute a binding 
or formal opinion of the Department. To make a formal request for a binding 
interpretation, please request a declaratory ruling. See Section V of this 
manual for more information on declaratory rulings. The Bureau cannot give 
filers legal advice and encourages filers to consult their own attorney. 

1. If I am a currently serving public officer who is required to file a PFD and 
I am also running for reelection to the same office, do I need to file my 
PFD twice? 

Answer: While you are obligated to file disclosures as both a public officer 
and a candidate, this obligation is satisfied by filing the public officer 
disclosure report. The Public Officer PFD Act requires everything that the 
Candidate PFD Act requires plus additional disclosures. 

2. If I am a currently serving public officer who is required to file a PFD, and 
I am also a candidate running for a different public office that is also 
required to file a PFD. Do I need to file my PFD twice? 

Answer: No, you should file only the public officer report, which will 
satisfy your obligation to file as both a public officer and a candidate. The 
Public Officer PFD Act requires everything that the Candidate PFD Act 
requires plus additional disclosures. 

3. If I am not in office, or running for office, but I have a candidate 
committee, do I need to file? 

Answer: No, unless you have expended or received more than $1,000 
during the current two-year or four-year election cycle. See MCL 
169.303(b). Candidates will never need to file in odd numbered 
years, unless they are running in a special election being held in 
that year. 

4. If I am a currently serving public officer, but I am not seeking reelection, 
must I still file a PFD? 

Answer: Yes, you must continue to file as a public officer. In addition to 
the annual report, a public officer who is not reelected or seeking 
reelection to public office must report entering into any 
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agreement or arrangement for future employment that will begin 
within 1 year after the end of the public officer’s term of office 
within 10 days of the agreement or arrangement. 

5. Can I file by paper or email? 

Answer: No, the statute requires that all statements and reports be 
received using the electronic, internet-accessible system created and 
operated by the Secretary of State. See MCL 15.713(1)(b); MCL 
169.313(1)(b). 

6. Does Social Security need to be disclosed? 

Answer: Yes, Social Security is considered unearned income and would 
need to be reported. Unearned income is defined by the acts to mean 
“income that is not earned from employment, including, but not limited 
to, financial prize, unemployment benefits, annuities, stock dividends, 
deferred compensation, pension, profit sharing, or retirement income. 
Unearned income does not include inheritance money or a familial gift.” 
MCL 15.703(n); MCL 169.303(l). 

7. Does life insurance need to be disclosed? 

Answer: If you are receiving proceeds from life insurance that exceed 
$200 during the reporting period, you would need to report it as 
unearned income. See MCL 15.703(n); MCL 169.303(l) (defining 
unearned income). 

You may also need to report a life insurance policy that has value as an 
asset if it has a fair market value of $1,000 or more and is held for 
investment. MCL 15.707(1)(g); MCL 169.307(1)(g). 

8. Can a public officer pay a professional to prepare their Personal Financial 
Disclosure Report out of their campaign committee? 

Answer: Yes. This would be considered an incidental expense to holding 
office. See MCL 169.209(1) (defining incidental expense). This expense 
would be reported on the campaign finance report. 

9. How are disability payments treated? 

Answer: Disability payments are considered unearned income, which is 
defined by the acts to mean “income that is not earned from 
employment, including, but not limited to, financial prize, unemployment 
benefits, annuities, stock dividends, deferred compensation, pension, 
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profit sharing, or retirement income. Unearned income does not include 
inheritance money or a familial gift.” MCL 15.703(n); MCL 169.303(l). 

10. Is your vehicle an asset that needs to be reported? 

Answer: The acts only require reporting “a list of each asset, excluding a 
business asset, held for investment or production of income with a fair 
market value of $1,000.00 or more during the reporting period[.]” MCL 
15.707(1)(g); MCL 169.307(1)(g). Accordingly, whether you must report 
your vehicle depends on its fair market value and whether it is “held for 
investment or production of income.” 

11. Can a vehicle be a liability that needs to be reported? 

Answer: A loan on a vehicle is a liability. The acts define “liability” to 
mean “what a person owes to another person, including, but not limited 
to, mortgages or other debts. For purposes of this act, a debt does not 
include a revolving debt, an unsecured debt that is from a financial 
institution or the federal government, or a debt owed by a business 
entity.” MCL 15.703(g); MCL 169.303(h). 

12. Do you need to report your savings accounts? 

Answer: It depends on the terms of the savings account. 

The acts require reporting “a list of each asset, excluding a business 
asset, held for investment or production of income with a fair market 
value of $1,000.00 or more during the reporting period[.]” MCL 
15.707(1)(g); MCL 169.307(1)(g). 

13. When reporting earned income, do I report my gross or net income? 

Answer: The Michigan Constitution requires only that Filers describe the 
“source” of unearned income and under the Acts, filers are likewise only 
required to report the “source of earned income” and not required to 
disclose the value MCL 15.707(1)(f), (2); MCL 169.307(1)(f), (2). 
Because the acts define earned income without reference to any 
exclusions from that income, filers choosing to disclose the amount of 
income should disclose gross income. Earned income is defined to mean 
“salaries, wages, tips, bonuses, commissions, or other compensation or 
earnings from employment earned during the reporting period.” MCL 
15.703(c); MCL 169.303(d). 

14. Do you have to disclose retirement plans/savings accounts/401k    
accounts? 
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Answer: This depends on the investments held within a retirement 
account. 

An individual security with a total aggregate fair market value of $1,000 
or more held as part of a retirement plan, the ownership of which is 
controlled by the filer must be disclosed. MCL 15.707(1)(i); MCL 
169.307(1)(i). 

The acts provide that filers are not required to disclose a stock in a widely 
held investment fund, including, but not limited to, a mutual fund, 
regulated investment company, pension or deferred compensation plan, 
or other investment fund, if both of the following apply: 

1. Either the fund is publicly traded, or the assets of the fund are 
widely diversified, and 

2. The public officer or the public officer’s spouse does not exercise 
control over the financial interests held by the fund. MCL 
15.707(1)(i); MCL 169.307(1)(i). 

15. Do 401Ks have to be listed under assets? 

Answer: See answer number 13 dealing with securities and investments. 

16. If you have brokerage and IRA accounts that contain both stocks and 
bonds that contain a variety of both: 

a. How are those reported? 

Answer: Individual securities such as stocks and bonds should be 
disclosed when valued at a total aggregate fair market value of 
$1,000.00 or more. MCL 15.707(1)(i); MCL 169.307(1)(i). See also 
answer number 13. 

b. If each individual stock and bond has to be reported, should the 
address reported be that of the investment company or the company 
in which stock is held? 

Answer: The city, state, and zip code of the company that you have 
invested in should be reported. Example: If a filer owns Ford stock, the 
city, state, and zip code of Ford Motor Company should be included. 
Inclusion of the street number and name is optional. 

c. If my financial planner conducts all of the transactions, does that fall 
under the exception from disclosure? 
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Answer: The acts provide that filers are not required to disclose a 
stock in a widely held investment fund, including, but not limited to, a 
mutual fund, regulated investment company, pension or deferred 
compensation plan, or other investment fund, if both of the 
following apply: 

1. Either the fund is publicly traded, or the assets of the fund are 
widely diversified, and  

2. The public officer or the public officer’s spouse does not exercise 
control over the financial interests held by the fund. MCL 
15.707(1)(i); MCL 169.307(1)(i). 

In this example, a filer would need to determine if they or their spouse 
could exercise control over financial interests or securities held within 
the fund. To confirm in an individual circumstance, the filer may 
request a declaratory ruling. 

17. Do public-school teachers who have pensions, which don't begin until 
they are 59 1/2, need to disclose those if they are not yet 59 and not yet 
benefitting from them? 

Answer: The acts provide that filers are not required to disclose a stock in 
a widely held investment fund, including, but not limited to, a mutual 
fund, regulated investment company, pension or deferred compensation 
plan, or other investment fund, if both of the following apply: 

1. Either the fund is publicly traded, or the assets of the fund are widely 
diversified, and 

2. The public officer or the public officer’s spouse does not exercise 
control over the financial interests held by the fund. MCL 15.707(1)(i); 
MCL 169.307(1)(i). 

Assuming the filer or their spouse cannot control the individual 
investments in that pension, it would not be disclosed. Once the filer 
starts receiving income from the pension, it would be reported as 
unearned income. See MCL 15.703(n); MCL 169.303(l) (defining 
unearned income). 

18. Do auto loans have to be listed under liabilities if they exceed $10,000? 

Answer: Yes. See MCL 15.703(g); MCL 169.303(h) (defining liabilities). 

19. Under unearned income, does the value of the individual stock or the 
value of the dividend of the individual stock have to be listed if over 
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$1,000.00 in fair market value? 

Answer: The value of unearned income is not a required disclosure, but 
may be disclosed as an optional disclosure. 

20. Does Term Life Insurance have to be listed under assets? 

Answer: In the case of specific, factual situations or when there is a 
question regarding the interpretation of statute, a person may request a 
declaratory ruling. 

21. Does Term Life Insurance have to be listed under securities? 

Answer: The answer may depened on the individual circumstance. In the 
case of specific, factual situations or when there is a question regarding 
the interpretation of statute, a person may request a declaratory ruling. 

22. For mailing address, do you need to list the exact physical home address, 
or may we list a PO box instead? 

Answer: For real estate disclosure, please use a physical address. (Note 
that filers may exclude the street number of a parcel of real property. 
MCL 15.707(1)(j); MCL 169.307(1)(j)). For registration purposes you 
may use either. 

23. If a candidate or public officer chooses to disclose optional information, 
are they responsible for accuracy in the reporting? 

Answer: Yes, if the choice is made to disclose optional information it must 
be accurate. 

24. Are values of assets, securities, and liabities required? 

Yes, public officers must report the values. Article 4, § 10(2)(a) requires 
from public officers a description of assets, which include securities, and 
Article 4, § 10(2)(c) requires from public officers a description of 
liabilities; the value of an asset, security, or liability is part of its 
description. Because the Constitution does not have the same 
requirements for candidates, value is an optional disclosure for 
candidates. 

25. Do I have to report any gift, including small-value items like coffee mugs? 

Public officers are required to report any gifts, travel payments, or travel 
reimbursements from a lobbyist/lobbyist agent that the lobbyist/lobbyist 
agent was required to report under state law regardless of whether that 
lobbyist/lobbyist agent properly reported it. However, if under state law 
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the lobbyist/lobbyist agent would not have been required to report the 
gift, travel payment, or travel reimbursement, then the public officer is 
similarly not required to report it. MCL 4.418 details lobbyist/lobbyist 
agent reporting requirements, including the expenditure thresholds that 
trigger the reporting requirement. 

26. Do checking accounts need to be reported? 

If held for investment or production of income and above $1,000, yes. 
Filers are required to report assets, excluding business assets, that are 
held for investment or production of income and that have a fair market 
value of $1,000 or more during the reporting period. MCL 15.707(1)(g); 
MCL 169.307(1)(g). 

27. Do savings accounts need to be reported? 

See question and answer in number 12. 

28. If you want to report the existence an asset that does not need to be 
reported, but not the value of the asset, how do you do that? 

If you are a public officer, the value of a required reportable asset is a 
mandatory field. If you would like to disclose an optional reportable asset 
but not its value, we suggest using the optional “additional information 
for disclosure and clarity” box. If you are a candidate, value is an optional 
field, and you may choose to leave that box blank. 

29. Do I need to report a mortgage? 

A mortgage is a liability that is required to be reported if it exceeds 
$10,000. MCL 15.703(g); MCL 169.303(h) (defining “liabilities” to mean 
“what a person owes to another person, including, but not limited to, 
mortgages or other debts. For purposes of this act, a debt does not 
include a revolving debt, an unsecured debt that is from a financial 
institution or the federal government, or a debt owed by a business 
entity.”) MCL 15.707(1)(h); MCL 169.307(1)(h) (requiring reporting of 
liabilities that exceed $10,000 owed to a creditor at any time during the 
reporting period). As noted earlier, the street number of real property 
does not need to be disclosed.  

  

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-4-418
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Appendix B: Contacts and Links  
Contact information 

Additional information: If you have questions regarding the 
information presented here, please contact this office: 

Michigan Department of State 
Bureau of Elections 
P.O. Box 20126 
Lansing, MI   48901-0726 

Phone:(800) 292-5973 

Email: MDOS-FinancialDisclosure@Michigan.gov 

michigan.gov/sos/elections/disclosure/personal-financial-
disclosure 

MiLogin help desk: 

MiLogin help desk: 877-932-6424 (then choose Option #5) 
MiLogin Information Page 

MiTN access 

Officials and candidates can access MiTN via their MiLogin account 
• Citizen Portal : https://milogin.michigan.gov/ 
• Business Portal: https://milogintp.michigan.gov/ 

The public can view MiTN through this site. 

Report MiTN technical issues 

Email: MDOS-FinancialDisclosure@Michigan.gov 

Complaints 

The Campaign Finance and Personal Financial Disclosure Complaint 
Guidebook will help guide interested individuals in the complaint process 
and can be found on the BOE webpage. 

A fillable Personal Financial Disclosure Complaint Form can be found on 
the BOE webpage. 

More information 

mailto:MDOS-FinancialDisclosure@Michigan.gov
https://milogin.michigan.gov/uisecure/selfservice/anonymous/help?Target=https%3A%2F%2Fmiloginci.michigan.gov%2Foidc%2Fendpoint%2Fdefault%2Fauthorize%3FqsId%3Db541b83b-6927-4f04-807b-88fe413f42fb%26client_id%3D28d60358-8345-4827-9a4d-de796b4159c7&lang=en
https://milogin.michigan.gov/
https://milogintp.michigan.gov/
https://mi-boe.caseapp.tylerapp.com/
mailto:MDOS-FinancialDisclosure@Michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/CFR-Complaints/Complaint-Guidebook-Procedures.pdf?rev=17c2300b15194dc09f9332dd1ba87dde&hash=21569C07C9ABCBC26DDAD4D05B4BA744
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/CFR-Complaints/Complaint-Guidebook-Procedures.pdf?rev=17c2300b15194dc09f9332dd1ba87dde&hash=21569C07C9ABCBC26DDAD4D05B4BA744
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/05delrio/Complaint_Process_Info__from.pdf?rev=a068882d9bb74858a6de6dec5311832c&hash=9126E337B9FA4547B891B64097D273E5
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Answers to your questions will also be found in the Personal Financial 
Disclosure laws, which may be viewed at legislature.mi.gov and found at 
the links below. 

Proposal 1 of 2022: Michigan Constitution – Article. IV, Section 10 

Enabling legislation: Public Acts 281, 282, 283, 284 and 267 of 2023 

  

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Article-IV-10
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0613
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0614
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0615
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0616
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pud2kizvuqfldhe3mrl3xn22))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0374
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Appendix C: Glossary of Terms  
From the acts: 

Blind trust: a qualified blind trust or qualified diversified trust as those 
terms are defined in 5 CFR 2634.403. 

Earned income: salaries, wages, tips, bonuses, commissions, or other 
compensation or earnings from employment earned during the reporting 
period. 

Gift: that term as defined in Section 7 of the Michigan Campaign Finance 
Act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.207. 

Honorarium: that term as defined in Section 7 of the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.207. 

Liabilities: what a person owes to another person, including, but not limited 
to, mortgages or other debts. For purposes of this act, a debt does not 
include a revolving debt, an unsecured debt that is from a financial 
institution or the federal government, or a debt owed by a business entity. 

Lobbyist: that term as defined in Section 5 of 1978 PA 472, MCL 4.415. 

Lobbyist agent: that term as defined in Section 5 of 1978 PA 472, MCL 
4.415. 

Reporting period: the preceding calendar year. 

Spouse: an individual who is lawfully married to a public officer or candidate 
as described under 26 CFR 301.7701-18. 

Unearned income: income that is not earned from employment, including, 
but not limited to, financial prize, unemployment benefits, annuities, stock 
dividends, deferred compensation, pension, profit sharing, or retirement 
income. Unearned income does not include inheritance money or a familial 
gift. 

Other definitions: 

Assets: the entire property of a person, business organization, or estate 
that is subject to the payment of debts. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
definition). 

Fair Market Value: a price at which buyers and sellers with a reasonable 
knowledge of pertinent facts and not acting under any compulsion are willing 
to do business. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary definition). 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-5/chapter-XVI/subchapter-B/part-2634/subpart-D
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(bfmhdlclyybusjte3zkcoi31))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-169-207
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(bfmhdlclyybusjte3zkcoi31))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-169-207
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(u43lehdll0ld2girqfqbjzky))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-4-415
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(u43lehdll0ld2girqfqbjzky))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-4-415
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(u43lehdll0ld2girqfqbjzky))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-4-415
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-26/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-301/subpart-ECFR5ffaf3310af6b61/section-301.7701-18
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Filer: A public officer or candidate who is required to file a personal financial 
disclosure report pursuant to the acts. 

MiLogin: MiLogin is the State of Michigan’s centralized identity management 
solution that allows users the ability to access many state services and 
systems online across multiple state agencies, using a single user ID and 
password. 

MiTN: The Michigan Transparency Network (pronounced mitten) is the 
single point for Michigan residents to find reports from public officers, 
candidates, and other disclosures required by law. This includes personal 
financial information, campaign finance reports, lobbyist registration, casino 
ownership disclosures, and legal defense funds. 

Personal Financial Disclosure (PFD): PFD is the category of reports 
required by the acts and amendment. These reports are not to be confused 
with campaign finance reports. 

Data Entry: a person who assist a filer in preparing their Personal Financial 
Disclosure reports within the MiTN system. 

State vendor: a person or company interested in bidding on contracts with 
the State of Michigan to sell goods or services to the state that has 
registered as a vendor in the state SIGMA accounting system. See the DTMB 
Procurement page for additional information. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/procurement/contractconnect/how-to-register
https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/procurement/contractconnect/how-to-register
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