
Candidate Filing/Petitions  

Bureau of Elections Resources: *NEW* Candidate Filing 2019 Course in eLearning, Election Officials Manual Chapter 3: Candidate Filings, 
Preparing, Circulating and Filing Petitions for Public Office Booklet, Circulating and Canvassing City/Township Nominating and Qualifying Petition 
Forms Booklet

$100 filing fee for Townships
Refundable – and how does that work

Don’t forget:
• Petition forms 

revised in 2019
• Use Preparing, 

Circulating and 
Filing Petitions 
Booklets as a guide 
for processing 
petitions

• View Candidate 
Filing 2019 Course 
in eLearning for 
specific guidance 
on processing 
petitions

Notes:

Filing for Office

A candidate must file an Affidavit of Identity, along with nominating petitions 
or a $100.00 filing fee in lieu of petitions where statutorily authorized.

*NEW* Candidates filing for Township offices may now file a $100.00 filing fee 
in lieu of petitions. This filing fee is refundable if the candidate wins their 
nomination or comes in second. Work with Township Treasurer to establish 
appropriate accounting measures for this fee to accommodate retention 
and refund of fee following the August primary election.

Petition Form Changes
• Candidates must use nominating petitions with 2015 revision date or 

later.

• Local proposal forms must have 2019 revision date.

• Changes to nominating and proposal petitions were designed to 
reduce the number of signature errors. Countywide Nominating 
Petitions received the most significant change with the elimination of 
the city/township checkbox.



Affidavit of Identity 

$100 filing fee for Townships
Refundable – and how does that work

Don’t forget:
• Affidavit of Identity 

form 2/19 & 8/19 
acceptable

• A copy of the 
Affidavit of Identity 
may be made for 
the second copy 
required by law

• Provide a copy of 
Affidavit of identity 
to candidate as a 
receipt of filing

• Coordinate with 
your County Clerk 
on delivery of 
Affidavit of Identity 
copy

Notes:

Items to verify for 
sufficiency:
• All “candidate 

information” in 
Section 1

• All “office 
sought/ballot 
information” in 
Section 3

• “filer’s 
acknowledgment” 
in Section 4

• “statements and 
attestation” in 
Section 5
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