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Governor Whitmer Appoints New Michigan Tax Tribunal Member  

On September 26, 2024, Governor Whitmer announced the appointment of Michael Bannasch to the 

Tribunal. Mr. Bannasch is a certified public accountant and was the state and local tax senior man-

ager at RKL LLC.  Mr. Bannasch received his Bachelor of Arts in accounting and business admin-

istration from Spring Arbor University and a Master of Science in taxation from Grand Valley State 

University.  Michael Bannasch is appointed as a certified public accountant for a term commencing 

September 26, 2024, and expiring June 30, 2025.  

 

 Governor Whitmer Signs Bill Amending the Tax Tribunal Act 

On October 8, 2024, Governor Whitmer signed SB 150 into law, with immediate effect. Public Act 

129 of 2024 amended MCL 205.762(3) to permit hearings to be conducted in the Tribunal’s small 

claims division in-person, by telephone, or by video conferencing equipment.  This change will re-

duce barriers and increase access to these hearings. 

 

Reasonable Accommodations - Foreign Language Interpreter  

The Tribunal has created a new form for parties, witnesses, and other interested parties to use if a 

foreign language interpreter is needed to accommodate access to hearings.  The new form is locat-

ed on the Tribunal’s website here. We encourage individuals to file this form as soon as possible. 

Alternatively, if a Tribunal Member or Administrative Law Judge commences a conference or hear-

ing and determines a foreign language interpreter is needed, the conference or hearing may be ad-

journed in order for the Tribunal to obtain an interpreter to facilitate communication.  
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https://www.michigan.gov/taxtrib/-/media/Project/Websites/taxtrib/updated-forms-4-3-24/SC-Forms/Interpreter-Request-Form-fillable.pdf?rev=965125964f4a4dfcb74d9837a5c28d0b&hash=EFB2DA1F88187F5B8C148D92D44AA0E1

