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MICHIGAN INCOME, INCOME TAX, AND PROPERTY TAX CREDITS 
BY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2021 
 

 
The report presents statistics on Michigan income, income tax, and property tax credits by school 
district.  The data are from 2021 Michigan income tax returns tabulated by school district based 
on school district codes entered by taxpayers.  While informative, the statistics in this report 
should be interpreted with some caution.   
 
It is not possible to place all returns in the correct school district, since 3.7 percent of total 
returns and 0.3 percent of property tax claims listed no school district code or a nonexistent code.  
Returns without a valid school district code are listed separately at the end of each table. 
 
In addition, some taxpayers may have mistakenly listed an incorrect school district code.  For 
example, Bloomfield Township in Oakland County is split among several school districts, while 
the school district of Bloomfield Township 7F no longer exists and was in Huron County.  
Approximately 73 percent of the returns listing the code for this no longer existing Huron 
County school district report a zip code located in Oakland County.  To the extent taxpayers 
erroneously categorized themselves, the data for those districts are incorrect. 
 
Finally, the average values for a school district do not describe the distribution of income or tax 
liability among taxpayers within the district.  Districts with similar averages may have significant 
variation in the distribution of income or tax liability. 
 
To allow comparison of the various school districts across years, the statistics in this report 
follow the same methodology from prior years, such that the figures for Average Income Tax 
After Credits on Table 1, and for Net Tax Paid on Table 2 do not subtract several refundable 
credits (Michigan earned income tax, refundable historic preservation, supplemental home 
heating, and flow-through entity tax credits).    
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Table 1 
 
Table 1 presents summary statistics by school district.  These summary statistics include average 
adjusted gross income (AGI), average tax paid both before and after credits, the ratio of property 
tax credits claimed (including farmland preservation credits) to income tax returns filed, average 
property tax credit, and average homestead property tax credit (excluding farmland credits) for 
those receiving these credits.  After each fiscal variable, the district’s ranking relative to all 
districts for the variable is given.  A ranking of 1 indicates the highest average or ratio. 
 
For example, the Alcona School District had an average AGI of $56,025 in 2021, with a ranking 
of 364 out of 551 school districts.  The average tax after credits was $1,393.  The ratio of 
property tax credits to income tax returns filed was 13.8 percent.  The average property tax credit 
was $453, ranking 521 among the school districts.  The average homestead property tax credit, 
excluding farmland credits, was $444, ranking 514.  
 
 
Table 2 
 
The basic income tax data are reported in Table 2, including federal AGI, Michigan taxable 
income (after adjustments and minus personal exemptions), household resources (used for 
property tax credit computations), and net tax paid.  In the Alcona School District, for example, 
3,875 returns had AGI totaling $217.1 million. After exemptions and adjustments, taxable 
income totaled $134.9 million. There were 629 returns that reported household resources (used 
in computing homestead property tax credits and home heating credits) totaling $15.7 million.  
The total net income tax paid after all credits was $5.4 million.  
 
 
Table 3 
 
Table 3 includes several categories of property tax credits for each school district and the total 
number and amount of property tax credits for each school district.  In the Alcona School 
District, for example, 202 returns filed by general taxpayers (i.e., taxpayers who are not senior 
citizens or disabled) claimed homestead property tax credits totaling $72,806; 290 returns filed 
by senior citizens claimed homestead credits totaling $147,672; and 28 returns filed by blind, 
paraplegics, quadriplegics, hemiplegics, and totally and permanently disabled persons claimed 
homestead credits totaling $14,549.  In the Alcona School District overall, 533 property tax 
credits were claimed, totaling $241,411. The data count persons who claim both a homestead 
property tax credit and a farmland credit twice.  
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