STATE OF MICHIGAN
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GOVERNOR LANSING LT. GOVERNOR

EXECUTIVE ORDER
No. 2020-177

Declaration of state of emergency and state of disaster
related to the COVID-19 pandemic

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-165

Where Michigan was once among the states most heavily hit by COVID-19, our per-capita
rate of new daily cases is now well below of the national average. Our progress in
suppressing the disease, however, has eroded. Cases rose from a rolling seven-day average
of about 25 cases per million per day in mid-June to about 60 cases per million per day
through most of July and August. Moreover, many Michigan students have returned or will
soon be returning to in-person instruction, increasing the risk of outbreaks. In an alarming
trend, both nationwide and here in Michigan, younger people have constituted a growing
share of new cases.

There is much we do not know about this novel virus, but we know at least three things for
certain: it is widespread, it is easily transmitted by airborne particles, and its effects can be
fatal. That lethal combination, combined with ongoing uncertainty about how to defeat it,
means that the health, economie, and social harms of the COVID-19 pandemic remain
severe and affect every corner of this state. The COVID-19 pandemie therefore constitutes a
statewide emergency and disaster.

On March 10, 2020, I issued Executive Order 2020-4, which declared a state of emergency
in Michigan to address the COVID-19 pandemic. This disease, caused by a novel
coronavirus not previously identified in humans, can easily spread from person to person
and can result in serious illness or death. There is currently no approved vacecine or
antiviral treatment.

Once detected, the virus quickly spread across Michigan. As of April 1, 2020, the state had
9,334 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 337 deaths from the disease, with many thousands
more infected but not yet tested. Exactly one month later, this number had ballooned to
42,356 confirmed cases and 3,866 deaths from the disease—a tenfold increase in deaths.
The virus's rapid spread threatened to overwhelm the state's health care system: hospitals
in multiple counties were reportedly at or near capacity; medical personnel, supplies, and
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to ensure that the prospect of lost income does not impel workers who may be infected to
report to work.

Statewide coordination of these efforts is crucial to creating a stable path to recovery. Until
that recovery is underway, the economic and fiscal harms from this pandemic have been
contained, and the threats posed by COVID-19 to life and the public health, safety, and
welfare of this state have been neutralized, statewide disaster and emergency conditions
will exist.

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:

1. The COVID-19 pandemic constitutes a disaster and emergency throughout the State
of Michigan.

2. This order constitutes a state of emergency declaration under the Emergency
Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. Subject to the ongoing litigation, and the
possibility that current rulings may be overturned or otherwise altered on appeal,
and to the extent the governor may declare a state of emergency and a state of
disaster under the Emergency Management Act of 1976 when emergency and
disaster conditions exist yet the legislature has not granted an extension request,
this order constitutes a state of emergency and state of disaster declaration under
that act.

3. This order is effective immediately and continues through October 1, 2020 at 11:59
pm. I will evaluate the continuing need for this order.

4, Executive Order 2020-165 is rescinded. All previous orders that rested on that order
now rest on this order,

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan.

Date: September 3, 2020
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Time: 5:44 pm GOVERNOR

By the Governor:
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