
 

Page 1 of 3  2020-9-1 v11 
 

608 W. Allegan Street, Lansing, MI 48933 ~ Phone: 517-241-5000 ~ E-Mail: MDE-EducatorHelp@michigan.gov 

 

Application Guide for Teachers from 
Outside the United States 
 

If you are a teacher from another country who has completed a teacher 

preparation program including student teaching outside the United States (U.S.), 
you may use that program to apply for a Michigan teaching certificate. You do not 

need to be a U.S. citizen or a Michigan resident to qualify for Michigan teacher 

certification. 

To apply for a Michigan teaching certificate, you must use Michigan Online 

Educator Certification System (MOECS). On MOECS homepage under the heading 

“Educator Applicants,” you will find instructions on initial MOECS login and access. 

If you do not have a U.S. social security number, you will need an identification 

number to apply. An identification number can be obtained by calling this office at 

517-241-5000. 

Michigan issues several types of certificates. You will be applying for either the 

Standard Teaching Certificate or the Professional Teaching Certificate, an 
advanced-level certificate. Similar guidance on obtaining certification in Michigan 

can be found in the out-of-state applicant guide. MOECS will determine which 
certificate you are applying for based on your answers to the application 

questions. 

Once you have submitted your application, MOECS will send you an email that 
explains how to pay the $210.00 application evaluation fee online using a debit or 

credit card. MOECS will also tell you how to print an application cover letter. The 
MOECS-generated cover letter will have a checklist of the documents you will 

need to provide and instructions on how to mail the documents to this office. 

As a teacher prepared in another country, one of the documents you will have to 
provide is an original course-by-course evaluation report from a recognized 

evaluation service (unless you completed a teacher preparation program in 
Canada and hold a teaching certificate from Ontario, Newfoundland, Quebec or 

Saskatchewan). The course-by-course evaluation report converts your course 

work and degree(s) into U.S. standards. 

  

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/moecs
http://www.michigan.gov/moecs
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Initial_MOECS_Instructions_515886_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Certificate_Types_534634_7.PDF
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Out_Of_State_Applicants_534635_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Criteria_for_Accurate_Teacher_Application_Documentation_Eblast_Attachment_2014-8-12_465610_7.pdf
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We accept transcripts from three international credential evaluation services. We 
are not accepting applications for additional service providers at this time. Our 

requirements for all these service providers are as follows: 

 

• non-profit organization; 

• members in good standing with National Association of Credential 
Evaluation Services (NACES). 

 

World Education Services, Inc. 

P.O. Box 5087 

Bowling Green Station 

New York, NY 10274-5087 

Telephone: (212) 966-6100 

E-mail: info@wes.org  

Website: http://www.wes.org 
 

International Education Research Foundation, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3665 

Culver City, CA 90231-3665 

Telephone: (310) 258-9451 

Email: info@ierf.org 

Website: https://www.ierf.org 
 

Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc. 

P.O. Box 514070 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-3470 

Telephone: (414) 289-3400 

E-mail: eval@ece.org 

Website: https://www.ece.org 

Once your credentials have been evaluated and it has been determined you meet 

requirements for a Michigan teaching certificate, you will be emailed either an 

evaluation report that indicates the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) 

to receive your Michigan Standard Teaching Certificate or a notice that your 

Michigan Professional Teaching Certificate has been issued. 
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ece.org&data=02%7C01%7CLoveM7%40michigan.gov%7C6f999b52d46c4f9fcd7408d6bea39860%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636906007179044223&sdata=Wsbb%2Fk2Kf7KeVAtsiMCRzOvDmszYNiPtlz1bJb%2F7ar0%3D&reserved=0
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The status of your application can be viewed at any time using MOECS. MOECS 

also allows educators to utilize other convenient features relating to their 

certification, including printing a certificate.  

Please note that if you experience difficulty accessing MOECS from a location 

outside of the U.S., additional support can be obtained by contacting MDE-
EducatorHelp@michigan.gov. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Application_Status_534636_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MOECS_Features_518018_7.pdf
mailto:MDE-EducatorHelp@michigan.gov
mailto:MDE-EducatorHelp@michigan.gov

